
ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY 20th March 2022 

  

Welcome to our Service this morning in Kingussie/ Newtonmore 

 

Intimations 

 

Newtonmore 

 

Messy Easter will take place at St Bride's on 

Maundy Thursday, the 14th April 2022. 

Please note this date in your diaries. 

 

Kingussie Parish Church 

A Service will be held here on Good Friday at 7p.m. 

 

Monday 21st March 2022 Craft evening all welcome 

Wednesday 23rd March 2022. Mothers and Toddlers Group all welcome 

Thursday. 24th March 2022. Open Day at Church all welcome 

 

 

SERVICE 

 

Today is the third Sunday in Lent. As we enter this season of Lent help us to reflect on 

your words in the Scriptures, and give us the faith and courage to follow Jesus in the way 

of active engagement with the world for justice and an equal sharing of all that brings 

fullness of life to each human being. Save us from the temptation of making gods of our 

possessions or status, misusing the power we hold over others. Guide us by your Holy 

Spirit to a deeper understanding of our joyful dependence on your love. These things we 

ask through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Call to worship Prayer 

 

Lord, to turn away from you is to enter into the darkness and to fall. To turn to you is to 

rise and come to the light. To abide with you is to live in love and peace. Lord, as we 

come to you give purpose to our days. 

 

Amen 

 

We join together saying :- 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 



 

1st Hymn 18 The earth belongs to God alone 

 

1st Reading Psalm 63 v 1 - 8 

 

You, God, are my God, 

earnestly I seek you; 

I thirst for you, 

my whole being longs for you, 

in a dry and parched land 

where there is no water. 

 

I have seen you in the sanctuary 

and beheld your power and your glory. 

Because your love is better than life, 

my lips will glorify you. 

I will praise you as long as I live, 

and in your name I will lift up my hands. 

I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 

 

On my bed I remember you; 

I think of you through the watches of the night. 

Because you are my help, 

I sing in the shadow of your wings. 

I cling to you; 

your right hand upholds me. 

 

2nd Hymn 270 Put all your trust in the Lord 

 

2nd Reading Luke Ch 13 v 1 - 9  

 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 

I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died 

when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the 

others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 

look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the 

vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and 

haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 

it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

 



 

CHOIR ANTHEM: The Choir Anthem for this morning is DAY by Day 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

There are two things we need to consider and therefore understand the importance of 

the fig tree in the promised Land. 

In many ways the fig tree was the most popular of trees. The picture of the Promised 

Land was ‘a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees, of pomegranates, a land of 

olive trees and honey’ When the spies looked over the land to see how fertile it was, they 

brought back grapes, figs and pomegranates as proof. When the Old Testament wanted 

to share peaceful times and prosperity it was of someone sitting under his own vine and 

fig tree. The fig tree was used as a symbol for the covenant between Israel and God. The 

lack of fruit was a symbol of a lapse in faithfulness. 

The fig tree is a lovely tree though not terribly tall – it grows to about 15- 20 feet high. 

The spread of its branches can be up to 30 feet and so it provides good shelter and 

shade. Jesus had seen Nathaniel under the fig tree's shade. But, more than shade, the 

tree was valued for its fruit and it cropped twice a year. The first crop comes off the old 

wood in June and the second off the new wood in September. A fig tree takes about 

three years to reach maturity; if by then it has not fruited, it is not likely to. From a fig 

tree the owner expects figs; if it does not produce, it does not fulfil its purpose. A tree 

that does not fruit is taking up room, feeding off the land and not giving in return. In the 

parable the tree is given another chance but it will not go on for ever, for there will be a 

day of reckoning. 

There are two ways of taking the story both of which give a satisfactory meaning and 

arrive at the same point. Jesus himself could be seen as the as the vineyard-owner. He 

has been coming to the Lord's garden, seeking the fruit of repentance throughout his 

ministry. We might take the three years in the Chapter 13 verse 7 that this was the length 

of time that Jesus’ ministry had lasted. Jesus has found no repentance,  not even in the 

cities where most of his greatest deeds have been done. Jesus is prepared to give Israel, 

in particular Jerusalem, the Temple and the ruling priests one more chance. Will they still 

refuse? If yes then their doom will be sealed. 

Or has it been God who has been coming to Israel over many years seeking fruit? Maybe 

Jesus is the gardener, the servant who is now trying, as the owner's patience wears thin, 

to dig around and put on manure, to fertiliser and try to inject  some health and life into 

the old plant before sentence is passed. Either way the solution is the same. If not, you 

can be cut down. Uselessness invites disaster for all things have a purpose- and that 

includes us. The church is not only a place of shelter; we have to produce the fruits of the 

Spirit. 

 

What is God up to in our world today? In our own lives? Are we bearing fruit for God's 

kingdom? 

 

Amen 

 



HYMN 622 We sing a love that sets all people free 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you are our creator. 

You have made us out of your love and for your love. You have created us to enjoy this 

earth and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

We give thanks for your Church throughout the world, that it is a place of shelter and 

security, that it offers sanctuary and peace to many. May the Church be a place where 

talents are developed and your purpose fulfilled. May we each show in our lives the fruits 

of the Spirit in love, joy and peace. 

We thank you for all who provide us with food and the essentials of life. We ask your 

blessing on all who grow crops and care for sheep and cattle, and upon fishermen. 

We pray today for all who are unemployed, or have been made redundant, all who are 

unable to work through illness. May they still know they have a purpose in life and they 

are useful members of our communities. 

We give thanks for all parents and all they have done for us. 

We remember before you Lord, all who feel unwanted or rejected. We pray for those 

who suffer from a disability and those who are unable to cope on their own. May they 

know they are respected and loved members of our communities. 

We remember the bereaved, comfort them as they prepare to say farewell to their loved 

one. 

We pray for the people of Ukraine who have been evacuated from the land of their birth, 

we remember those who have remained in Ukraine. We give thanks for all in Britain who 

have offered accommodation for those coming to the UK. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

 

Amen 

Our closing Hymn 719 The one who longs to make us whole 

 

BENEDICTION for Lent 

 

Be bold to share the life of Christ, and show his love, grow in grace and in the knowledge 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with us all. 

 

Amen 
 


