
 

Order of Service Sunday 23rd January 2022 

 

Welcome to our Service this morning, 

 

Brothers and sisters we are united today with fellow believers throughout the world as 

we gather to pray for the visible unity of the Church. We do this with worship resources 

prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. Our theme is inspired by the visit of 

the Magi to the new-born King as described in the Gospel according to Saint Matthew: 

“We observed his star in the East, and have come to pay him homage.” Let us fix our 

eyes on the star that was seen in the East and allow it to lead us too. Let us come into 

solidarity with all who are sick, suffering, marginalised, displaced and oppressed, 

knowing that our darkness can be dispelled by God's light. As we pray today for the 

unity of the Church, may we all journey together to meet Jesus the Saviour, the light of 

the world. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Loving God, we join together in your house to worship you. We come once more 

reminded of all you are and all you have done – of the love with which you surround us, 

the grace you have shown us through Jesus Christ, and the purpose you have for our 

lives. 

We come to give thanks, to rejoice in all you have given us, to respond to your 

goodness, and to offer our love in return. 

We join together saying, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen. 

 

1st Hymn 127 O' worship the King all Glorious above 

 

1st Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 

You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 



as warriors rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 

 

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor. 

Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 

 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

 

2nd Hymn 448 Lord the light of your love is shining 

 

2nd Reading Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what 

the prophet has written: 

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel” 



Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 

rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 

saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 

route. 

 

Kingussie CHOIR PIECE ‘Master, let me walk with thee 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

The story of the Magi visiting the Holy Family in Bethlehem is one very familiar to us. The 

Magi have sometimes been seen as a symbol of the world's diversity – different religions 

and cultures – that come to pay homage to the Christ-child. The story might therefore 

represent the unity of all created that God desires. This is the third Sunday after 

Epiphany, in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. We may not all be gathered in the 

same building, but at this time, when we need each other so much, we are invited to 

worship together, from where we are - knowing that God can hear us all and can blend 

even distant voices into one song of worship. 

 

The week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 has been prepared by the churches of the 

Middle East, the history of which was, and still is, characterised by conflict and strife, 

tainted with blood and darkened by injustice and oppression. The Christians of the 

Middle East offer these resources conscious that the world shares many of the travails 

and much of the difficulties that it experiences, and yearns for a light to lead the way to 

the Saviour who is the light that overcomes  darkness. 

 

Serving the Gospel today requires a commitment to the human being, especially the 

poorest, the weakest and those marginalised. It requires from the Churches transparency 

and accountability in dealing with the world, and with each other. This means churches 

need to cooperate to provide to relief to the afflicted, to welcome the displaced, to 

relieve the burdened, and to build a just and honest society. This is a call for churches to 

work together so that young people can build a good future according to God's heart, a 

future in which all human beings can experience life, peace, justice and love. 

 

Hymn 235 God is working his purpose out 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

With faith and confidence, we come in prayer, before God, who is Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit: The Magi came from the East to pay Homage and offer special gifts from their 



cultures and countries. We pray today for all Christian communities around the world in 

their diversity of worship and tradition: Lord we ask you to preserve these treasures, 

particularly in areas of the world where the presence and survival of the Church is 

threatened by violence and oppression. 

O, Lord hear our prayer 

The early years of the Lord's life were marked by violence and massacres at the orders of 

the despot Herod. 

We pray for children living in places in the world where violence continues and where its 

results are tangible. 

Strengthen, O Lord, the bonds of unity and mutual love among our churches and help us 

to cooperate and witness to your holy Name. 

Inspire us to work without ceasing in order to defend the oppressed and include the 

marginalised. 

 

Encourage us to stand together in the face of tyranny and oppressive regimes as we seek 

your Kingdom among us. 

After the visit of the Magi, the Holy family experienced migration through the wilderness 

and became refugees in the land of Egypt. 

The birth of Jesus was good news for all, gathering people from different nations and the 

religions in worship of the Holy Child. 

The Magi returned to their home by a different way. We pray for our Churches in this 

changing world. 

When the Magi saw the holy child, they rejoiced with great joy. Heavenly Father, fix our 

eyes on him so we do not do not lose our way. Unite us in the Lord Jesus whom is the 

way, the truth, and the life. 

 

Amen 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is Hymn 533 Will you come and follow me 

  

Blessing 

May the grace of Christ, which daily renews us, 

And the love of God, which enables us to love all, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

which unites us in one body, make us eager to obey the will of God until we meet again. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 


