
Service 23 October 2022 
 

Kingussie Parish Church linked with Laggan and Newtonmore  

 

Intimations  

 

Church notices :- 

 

Kingussie Parish Church  

 

Babies and Toddlers recommence on 26th October 2022 welcome back. 😊 

 

We continue with the open days each Thursday. Everyone is welcome to call in 

for coffee and cake from 10:00 until 13:00 the Craft Group now meets at this 

same time on a Thursday.  
If you are at a  loose end or feel you would like to try your hand at a craft, pop 

along between 10:00 and 13:00. We would love to welcome new faces and of 

course there is always tea, coffee, cake and biscuits on offer too. 😊 

 

Fun Quiz takes place on Friday 28th October. 7pm start. Light supper served. 

Entry by donation. Everyone welcome including our friends from Laggan and 

Newtonmore. Please let Rev Mary Ellen, Eppy or Norma know ……for 

catering purposes. There will be gluten free and veg options. 

 

Prayer meeting will be held on 18th November 2022 11 am until 12 noon  

 

Newtonmore and Laggan:- 

 

Prayer meeting will be held on 16th December 2022 at Laggan,  
11 am -12 noon 

 

All welcome. If you wish to join any of the prayer meetings being held and the 

day/time  is not suitable, please let Rev Mary Ellen Thomson know. 

 

Please note :- 

 

Next Sunday’s service on 30th October 2022 is a joint  service and will be held 

in Newtonmore at 10:30. 

 

Good morning. Welcome to worship here in Laggan/St Bride’s.  



 

This is a month when the Church is focussing on poverty, so there will be 

various references to this in our service today. 
 

 

 Call to worship 

 

Loving God of our whole world, open our hearts in your presence. Touch us 

with your loving hand and bring peace to us as we worship you this morning. 

 

Hymn 517 Fight the good fight  

 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 

God of the ordinary and the extraordinary, in a world where money counts, 

where awful things happen and where power is abused, help us to see beyond it 

all and sing out your praises for the blessings we do have. We persist in 

worshipping you because you have promised to care for the humble, to love us 

in all the confusion we meet in life, to come to meet us in the silence or in a 

surprising moment of joy, and in so doing, to offer us the quiet comfort of your 

friendship. 

 

With churches around the world this morning we join our voices in praise to 

you. Forgive us for the times this last week when we have not done well, when 

we have struggled to say the right thing or go the extra mile, when we have 

looked arrogantly at others and forgotten to open our souls to your gaze. Help 

us to achieve our hopes and to share your love with all around us, in your name 

and with your blessing.  

 

These prayers we offer in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying...  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever,  

 

 Amen 

 

Reading Psalm 84 

 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 



Lord Almighty! 
My soul yearns, even faints, 
for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh cry out 
for the living God. 
Even the sparrow has found a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar, 
Lord Almighty, my King and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 
they are ever praising you. 

 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 
they make it a place of springs; 
the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
They go from strength to strength, 
till each appears before God in Zion. 

 

Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty; 
listen to me, God of Jacob. 
Look on our shield, O God; 
look with favor on your anointed one. 

 

Better is one day in your courts 
than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
the Lord bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold 
from those whose walk is blameless. 

 

Lord Almighty, 
blessed is the one who trusts in you. 

 

Hymn 187 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  

 

Reading Luke chapter 18 verses 9 to 14  

 



To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 

everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, 

one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The  Pharisee stood by himself and 

prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 

adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth 

of all I get.’ 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 

but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 

For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

 

Thought for the Day 

 

When considering the options for the readings this week as suggested for our 

service this morning, I decided to choose Psalm 84 and the short passage from 

Luke’s gospel. There was an option to choose a passage from Jeremiah but 

when I read the first commentary sentence ‘It often is not easy to listen to a 

passage from Jerimiah, let alone preach on it' my mind was instantly made up! I 

could see within them a good connection between the two passages we read, 

and a good message for us concerning worship and prayer.  

 

I personally think here is something magical in the first words of Psalm 84 

‘How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty’ and we all get a chance to 

sing about this when we sing our next hymn. The psalm itself voices the joy of 

pilgrims going to their house of prayer and we can easily imagine those verses 

being chanted as pilgrims travelled in their longing to reach the temple, a 

longing which is expressed in great depth. That made me wonder how many of 

us in a similar way, find some joy in coming to our house of prayer here in 

Laggan/St Bride’s on a Sunday morning where we too have an opportunity to 

sing to the Lord?  

 

We went through a period of Covid along with many other Christians when we 

were unable to do this, and I am sure that many of you, like me, missed singing 

about our faith Sunday by Sunday when we were banned from meeting and 

unable to do so.  

 

The psalm portrays the sanctuary as a safe house, where even the sparrow can 

find a home or a swallow a nest for herself. So if we take on board the words of 

the psalm, we should find coming to church a safe comforting experience where 

we can pray as we wish and sing to the Lord, things that unfortunately, are not 

possible for all Christians in many parts of the world. In verse four of Psalm 84 



we read ‘Blessed are those who dwell in your house: they are forever praising 

you.’ This is what we are invited to do. 

 

The parable from Luke is in essence about prayer. The Pharisee seems to be 

thanking God, but in reality, is he not just talking to himself? I thank you that I 

am not like other people, robbers, adulterers, evildoers or even like the tax 

collector! He focuses on the sins of others and not his own, while the tax 

collector’s prayer is above all about awareness, the awareness of his sin and 

voicing it to God. ‘God have mercy on me a sinner’.  

 

There is a difference between a sinner and a wicked person, even though a 

sinner can be termed wicked. It is natural for a sinner to do wrong as he does 

not even see it as wrong and this obviously applies to the Pharisee. A sinner in 

biblical times was defined as someone who had broken a religious or moral law 

and this definition is possibly now expanded by the modern take on the seven 

deadly sins which include lust, greed, pride and envy. In our passage it is the 

believer who is being transformed by salvation as he knows the difference 

between right and wrong just as we too should in our daily lives. Our tax 

collector indulged in contemplative prayer and opened up his deepest feelings to 

God. 

 

Another connection between the two readings is in the final phrases. ‘The Lord 

bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold from those whose 

way of life is blameless’ says Psalm 84, while the reading from Luke tells us 

that all those who exalt themselves will be humbled and all those who humble 

themselves will be exalted. We are told that we will be blessed in God’s house 

and that we should come before God, humble and blameless, seeking him in a 

lovely safe dwelling place where we can acknowledge him with our prayers and 

our singing. 

 

Both readings are about worshipping God. I often think that the words of 

prayers I read can be wordy and over complicated. Prayer is an offering to God 

and it can be as simple as you like! When I was young, I had to say my prayers 

every night when I went to bed with my Dad at my bedside. I still keep the habit 

of praying when I go to bed and when I was writing this thought for today, I 

recalled the prayer I said and realised how simple it was and all encompassing. 

Unfortunately, it was in CH3 but omitted from Ch4. 

 

Jesus tender shepherd hear me, bless your little lamb to night, through the 

darkness, please be near me, watch my sleep till morning light. 
All this day your hand has led me and I thank you for your care, you have 

clothed me warmed and fed me, listen to my evening prayer. 



Let my sins be all forgiven, bless the friends I love so well, take me when I die 

to heaven, happy there with thee to dwell. 

 

Prayer can be comforting and prayer can work!  

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 52 How lovely is they dwelling place  

 

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession 

 

Loving God, we pray for our world, for all the millions of people whom you 

know but we know not. We are blessed that we can worship in peace and safety 

unlike many Christians in our troubled world. We pray for those Christians who 

are not so fortunate as ourselves, in the hope that they may be allowed to follow 

you in peace and safety as they desire. Give comfort and strength to those who 

do try to make peace and achieve justice and turn the minds of those who work 

against them, towards good and away from evil. 

 

We pray for our leaders especially at a time when wise leadership is so much 

needed. Help them to see beyond immediate concerns and think, above all, of 

those who are the most vulnerable in our communities. The issues that affect the 

vulnerable are many and not easy to resolve and we pray for your guidance in 

the deliberations of those who endeavour to seek the solutions that are needed, 

usually in very challenging circumstances. We pray for our church community 

and in particular for all those who cannot worship with us today due to ill 

health. May they all know of our concern for them and the comfort and general 

touch of your love. 
  
We pray for the many affected by the wars which should have no place in a 

caring world. Many have lost loved ones and may have been displaced. We pray 

that those who involve themselves in war will realise that all war achieves is 

suffering for those they seek to serve and for those against whom they fight. 

 

We pray for the congregations in Libis and Kostalec and for their pastor Mirek 

Pfann as they deal with the fallout from the war in Ukraine. We pray for all the 

Ukrainian refugees who have come to live in our community to seek peace from 

the conflict. Strengthen them as they deal with the challenges of their new lives 

and encourage us to make them welcome. 

 

We pray for all those who seek to serve us in our daily lives, the hospital 

worker, the postman, the bin collector, the doctor, the train driver, the 



shopkeeper as they among others seek to ensure financial stability in their lives, 

in a time when poverty is a real threat for many. 

 

God of light and love who created us for both joy and suffering, be with us in 

our speaking and in our thinking, as we journey on in our personal daily lives 

through this coming week and help us to deal with the issues that arrive on our 

own doorsteps in times of uncertainty. 

 

We ask all our prayers in the name of Jesus our Saviour.  

 

Amen  

 

Hymn 535 Who would true valour see 

 

Benediction 

 

May God be our vision. May the spirit be our energy and may the love of God 

creator, saviour and holy spirit spread his love around the world and be with us 

and those whom we love, today and for evermore.  

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace  
 


