
ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY at Laggan on this the second Sunday of 
Advent,  
4th December 2022 

 

NOTICES 

 

Kingussie Parish Church 

 

5th December Monday Lunch at 12:30. If you require transport please 
contact Jo Simpson. Entertainment being provided by students from 
Kingussie High School. Do come and give them your support.  

 

5th December Monday at 7pm a memorial service will be held to remember 
those lost in recent times.  

 

7th December Wednesday Babies and Toddlers from 9am. All welcome. 

 

8th December Kingussie Church opens its Hall as a Warm space from 10am 
- 4pm Anyone is welcome to pop in. 

 

10th December Saturday, Ecumenical carols round the Kingussie Christmas 
Tree in  Memorial Gardens. Everyone welcome.  

 

 

Newtonmore and Laggan  

 

16th December at Laggan there will be a Prayer meeting from 11am until 
12 noon 
All welcome. If you wish to join any of the prayer meetings being held and 
the day/time  is not suitable, please let Rev Mary Ellen Thomson know. 

 

18th December at St Brides Church Newtonmore, Badenoch Chorale, are 
holding their Christmas Concert at 7p.m. Free admission, donations 
welcome. 

 

Extra Services through Advent 

 

Monday 5th December 19:00 Kingussie Parish Church Memorial Service 
remembering those lost in recent times. 

 



Saturday 10th December 16:00 Ecumenical Carols around Kingussie Town 
Christmas Tree 

 

Sunday 11th December 18:00 Insh Village Church Service 

 

Sunday 18th December 19:00 Badenoch Chorale Concert in Newtonmore 
Church 

 

Saturday 24th December 19:00 Newtonmore service 

                                             23:00 Laggan Watchnight Service 
                                             23:15 Kingussie Watchnight Service 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you send your messengers and Prophets 
to tell of your coming. As John the Baptist was a burning and shining light in 
the darkness, help us to show your presence in our daily life.  

 

Amen 
  
1st Hymn 273 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

 

1st Reading Isaiah  Ch 11 v 1- 10 

 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 



He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 

The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
and a little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear, 
their young will lie down together, 
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 
In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

 

2nd Hymn 284  Hope is a candle 

 

2nd Reading Matthew Ch 3 v 1 - 12  

 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he 
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’ ” 
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around 
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him 
from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he 
was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And 
do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I 
tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The 



axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and 
burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

 

Advent prayer of Approach 

 

 

God of our time and space, we are glad to be here on the second Sunday of 
Advent. For in your company we belong, and this is a great mystery. 
King of kings, we dimly understand your power. Light of life we cannot hide 
from you. Saviour of the poor, we bear witness to your compassion. Word 
of truth, we submit to your wisdom. Flesh of our flesh, we know we are 
understood by you. 

 

We, who so carelessly forget your will in our daily lives. We, whose hearts 
are so often filled with wrong things. We, who so typically squeeze every 
minute out of these days to get the last present bought, the last call made, 
the preparations finalised. 
But this time is for you and so let us stop. 

 

In this moment, in this welcoming stillness, we acknowledge our need of 
your waiting time. And we ask your forgiveness on all our lack of care – for 
you, for ourselves and for others – in the midst of the festive madness . 

 

God, who speaks to us in angels’ words a baby's cries, speak to us this night 
as we await your good word for our souls. 
And as forgiven people, we will be still and wait, and we will praise you. 

 

And we join together saying :- 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever.  

 

Amen 



 

3rd Hymn 334 On Jordan's bank 

 

Thought for the Day 

 

For a long time there had been no one to whom the Jews would have given 
the name of ‘prophet’. They said that prophecy had been dead for four 
hundred years. Then suddenly out of the desert of Judea came John. He was 
dressed in clothing of camel hair and had a leather belt about his waist.  

 

This is how Elijah was described in 2nd Kings 1-8. As the Jews had a belief 
that Elijah would return before the Messiah came, John is to be seen as the 
herald of the Christ. Matthew links John with the prophecy from Isaiah 40:3 
and describes him as “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “ 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight" Like the man who 
went ahead of the visiting king to make sure the road was good and the 
people were prepared, John came to get people ready for the coming of 
Jesus. John sought to bring people not to himself but to God and to make 
them aware that Christ was coming. John told the people he was not even 
worthy to carry the sandals of the One who was to come. (Such a task was 
usually the work of a slave.) John was sure that the Christ was much 
greater than him. 

 

   John challenges us. In this time of busyness and activity when you are 
preparing for Christmas, are we truly preparing for Christmas, are you 
truly preparing to let the Christ into your life? Are you ready for his 
coming? John calls the people to ‘repent for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near' This is the same message we get from Jesus in Mark 1:15. The 
word ‘repent' means to turn around we are going in the wrong direction; 
that is not the way to meet the King. Have we got our directions our 
directions right.  

 

As a preparation for Christmas, turn each day in prayer to the One who 
comes, and comes to you. 

 

Illustration 

 

Making a journey was not easy in biblical times. An eastern proverb states, 
‘There are three states of misery: illness, fasting and travel.’ Before anyone 
went on a journey they were advised to ‘pay all debts, provide for 
dependants, provide parting gifts, return all articles under trust, take 



money and a good temper, then bid farewell to all’. Roads were often in 
poor condition, full of holes and bumps that made travel difficult if not 
dangerous, Journeying was never done for pleasure.  

 

There were few cared-for roads. All surfaces and built-up roads were 
originally built for the king and for his use. Before the king was due to visit 
an area, the inhabitants were visited and warned to be ready. They had to 
make sure the road didn't have any obstacles to make the King’s journey 
difficult. They also had to be prepared to welcome him.  

 

John the Baptist is to be seen as one who tells us of the need to prepare the 
way for the coming off the King, of the Christ.  

 

Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Let us Pray 

 

Thank you, Lord God, for promises made and kept even when we have 
failed to keep our side of the bargain. Even when it feels the world teeters 
on the brink of disaster, we know that You will never abandon Your people 
for You have shown us again and again that You are a faithful God. 

 

We often feel like giving up at those times when life seems too hard or too 
painful; when those around us suffer. Remind us of the words of prophets 
that have sustained Your people throughout generations and have come 
true again and again in Christ Jesus. 

 

Today, loving God, we pray for all those who are troubled in body, mind 
and spirit. May they know Your presence, and be reassured by Your words. 
We pray for our world, its leaders, its policy makers and its protectors. 
Help them to make wise decisions based on justice and tolerance. 

 

We pray for ourselves that we might see light in dark and difficult places 
and that we may be the light when others grope for meaning. 
As we pray for one another here, Lord. Those beside, behind and before us, 
that we might wait in trust and love together and that we might go from 
here to share Your promises with all we meet. In Jesus' name.  

 

Amen.  

 



Our closing Hymn this morning is:- 

 

Hymn 470 Jesus shall reign  
  
SEND US OUT WITH ANTICIPATION AND JOY 

 

At this time of Advent, 
Fire our imaginations 
With the sweep of your salvation. 
Catch us up 
In the cause of your kingdom, 
already breaking into this world 
in our ransomed lives 
yet waiting for its final fulfilment when Christ shall come again. 
and let your Spirit, 
wild as the wind, 
gentle as the dove, 
move within us and among us, 
to enliven our worship and strengthen our faith 
and send us out with anticipation and joy.  

 

Amen 
  
  
  
Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us. 
 


