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 CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Our call to worship is based on Psalm 145 v 1 - 8 

 

Come, let's praise God together! For God is great, and worthy of our praise! 

Let's tell stories of God's power and majesty, God's mighty acts throughout history: For 

God is Great, and worthy of our praise! 

Let us remember the compassion God has shown toward us; God's mercy and unfailing 

love, generation after generation : For God is great, and worthy of our praise. 

 

Let us worship God together. 

 

Let us pass these stories to our children and grandchildren, so that they, too, may come 

to know and love our God. 

 

Let us worship God together! In the singing of our 1st Hymn 

 

1st Hymn 124 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 

 

Mrs Carole Gutteridge brings our 1st Reading to us 

2nd Thessalonians Ch 2 v1 - 5, and v 13 - 17 

 

The Man of Lawlessness 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask 

you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching 

allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting 

that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for 

that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 

the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything 

that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, 

proclaiming himself to be God. 

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 

 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit and through belief in the truth. He called you to this through our gospel, that you 

might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to 

you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 

gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen 

you in every good deed and word. 



 

2nd Hymn 562 Through the love of God our saviour 

 

Our second reading is brought by Mrs Carole Gutteridge 

Luke Ch 20 v 27- 38 

 

Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife 

but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 

Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. The 

second and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no 

children. Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she 

be, since the seven were married to her?” 

Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are 

considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the 

dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are 

like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. But in 

the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the 

Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the 

God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

 

Prayers of Approach and confession 

 

For ever and ever, Lord God. That is Your promise to us. A promise made before time 

began. A promise kept until beyond eternity. A promise that brings us here today. 

Because forever starts today, God. 

 

It rose with the first glimpse of dawn. It breathed in the stirring of the morning air. It 

sang in the waking chorus of creation and it lives in all of us because You, in your 

goodness have made it so. 

 

This moment in time, God, is nothing in the grand scale of Your awesome plan. But it is 

our opportunity to recognise that every second, of every minute of every hour, of every 

day is everything, because of Your limitless love. 

When You came to us, You wept with us, You suffered for us and You gave up Your all 

for us. But we forgot the vastness of Your sacrifice and took it for granted. We cannot 

fathom the scale and the nature of Your sacrifice and took it for granted. Yet still we seek 

it and need it. And still You offer it. We join together in the words you taught us saying. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 



 

3rd Hymn 547 What a friend we have in Jesus 

  

Thought for the Day 

 

This is the third Sunday before Advent, we listened to the reading from 2 Thessalonians 

2.1-5, 13 to the end, the opening words make us pay attention and Paul is writing here 

to deal with a crisis of faith and to urge the Thessalonians to ‘keep the heid' Reports 

have reached Paul and his companions that the Thessalonians are alarmed and shaken. 

The early Church believed that the coming of Christ was imminent. The Church therefore 

took very seriously the calls in the Gospels and the Epistle to keep awake. 

 

There were some dangers as well, however. It was all too easy to be disturbed by 

rumours or false teaching that the coming of Christ as king had happened already and 

that the Thessalonians had been left behind and missed the kingdom. Paul here seeks to 

counter these ideas and offer reassurance.  He does so by a complex argument about a 

rebellion and a lawless one. This rebellion, Paul argues, must come first and therefore 

Christ has not yet returned. In other words, things are going to get much worse before 

they get better......... 

 

This imagery of the lawless one is complex. It builds on references in Daniel and other 

apocalyptic literature and is referenced again in the Gospels and Revelation. It is puzzling 

language for us today. 

We need to remember that we live in a Church where the coming of Christ all too often 

does not seem imminent. Passages such as this challenge us to return to the creeds and 

remind one another that Christ will come again and that we too are called to keep 

awake. 

 

We now look to the Reading from Luke 20:27-38, 

 

‘.......they are like Angel’s and are children of God’ 

Who can say what heaven is like? It would be like asking a fish to describe the Milky 

Way. What we do know is that the word ‘heaven’ in Hebrew means ‘with God'. Whatever 

God is like, whatever is the intimate and transcendent nature and being of God, then 

heaven is like that. We do know what God is like from the revelation of the sacred 

scriptures. God is love. God is good, God is just, God is holy, God is everywhere. 

Therefore, heaven, as the reality of being in the being of God, has these characteristics as 

its essence. Any attempt to go beyond this revelation is speculation. 

 

Jesus is well within these realities when he talks about the nature of marriage in heaven. 

He simply transcends the Sadducees’ small-minded and legalistic question about 

heavenly realities and conditions with a remarkable image of freedom in resurrection, of 

the primacy of life over death and of the beautiful image of God's eternal love for God's 

children. 

 



It has been said that death for a Christian is simply the extinguishing of a candle at the 

dawn because a greater has come. Our life with its warmth and light, as well as its 

vulnerability and shadow, is to be utterly transformed, completely illumined in that 

resurrection light like a rising sun shining upon us. 

Amen 

  

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Let us Pray 

 

Thank you, Lord God, for promises made and kept even when we have failed to keep our 

side of the bargain. Even when it feels the world teeters on the brink of disaster, we 

know that You will never abandon Your people for You have shown us again and again 

that You are a faithful God. 

 

We often feel like giving up at those times when life seems too hard or too painful; when 

those around us suffer. Remind us of the words of prophets that have sustained Your 

people throughout generations and have come true again and again in Christ Jesus. 

 

Today, loving God, we pray for all those who are troubled in body, mind and spirit. May 

they know Your presence, and be reassured by Your words. We pray for our world, its 

leaders, its policy makers and its protectors. Help them to make wise decisions based on 

justice and tolerance. 

 

We pray for ourselves that we might see light in dark and difficult places and that we 

may be the light when others grope for meaning. 

As we pray for one another here, Lord. Those beside, behind and before us, that we 

might wait in trust and love together and that we might go from here to share Your 

promises with all we meet. In Jesus' name. 

Amen. 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is:- 

 

4th Hymn 478 Behold the amazing gift of love  

 

BENEDICTION 

Go to celebrate the God who is our home forever. Go to follow Christ's example in loving 

God, self, and neighbour. Go with the Holy Spirit to change the world with love. Go to 

seek God's kingdom in all you say and do. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you 

and remain with you always 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us. 


