
 

ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY 8th May 2022 

 

  

 

Intimations 

 

Kingussie 

 

11th May 2022 Wednesday KPC Babies and Toddlers from 09:00 

All welcome 

 

 

Newtonmore 

 

Prayer meetings  at Newtonmore Church are being held on the -  

Friday 20th May and  

Friday 17th June  

From 11:00  until 12:00 .  

All welcome. For more details contact Angus and Joy Davidson  

Joyandangus@gmail.com or phone 07846594595 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Service this morning on this the 4th Sunday of Easter. 

 

1st Hymn 251. I, the Lord of sea and sky 

 

 

1st Reading Psalm 23 v 1 - 6 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

He refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk 

through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

 



You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 

 

2nd Hymn 462 The King of Love my Shepherd is. 

 

2nd Reading John Ch 10 v 22 - 30 

 

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the 

temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were there gathered 

around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 

us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s 

name testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep 

listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 

shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 

them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and 

the Father are one.” 

 

Prayers of Approach and Call to Worship 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we come together because you call us. 

Sometimes in the noisy bustle of life your call sounds faintly, but somehow we have 

heard and we are here. We come in our weakness and uncertainty,  with our doubts and 

sense of unworthiness. Yet knowing your voice and trusting that our hope will not be 

disappointed. 

Draw us closer to You. Meet with us in our worship, and lead us through the coming 

week. We say together, the words that Jesus taught us. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

  



THOUGHT for Today 

 

The 10th Chapter of John's Gospel is very much about the image of sheep and shepherd. 

The description given by Jesus is how the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 

 

Jesus declares in verse 7 and 8 of chapter 10 ‘Most assuredly. I say to you. I am the door 

of the sheep. All who ever came before Me’ are thieves and robbers but the sheep did 

not hear them. 

 

This describes not only our entry into the kingdom but also his protection of us, as they 

used to lie across the gateway of the fold to safeguard the sheep. This idea is continued 

in verse 11 where Jesus says. 

 

‘ I am the Good Shepherd. The good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.’ 

 

The Jews were arguing about the words Jesus was using. Some thought that Jesus was 

mad; others thought him to be wonderful. 

 

At this point today's Gospel begins. 

 

It is the Dedication Festival, the festival of Hanukkah, we perhaps now know it as the 

Festival of Lights. 

 

It was to celebrate the heroic victory of Judas Maccabaeus over the king of Syria. In 170 

BC over 80,000 Jews perished in the attack of Jerusalem and as many again were taken 

into captivity. Six years later Judas Maccabeus rescued Jerusalem and the Temple was 

cleansed and purified. To celebrate this festival, lights were lit in every Jewish home as 

well as in the Temple. 

 

The festival takes place on the 25th day of Chislev, which corresponds to our December 

and so is very near to our Christmas. We are told it is winter and that Jesus walked in the 

temple in Solomon's porch. 

 

The Jews ask Jesus, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 

us plainly.’ There were two main groups: those who wanted to know and looked forward 

with joy to the answer, and those who sought to trap Jesus and accuse him of blasphemy 

or madness. Jesus replies by telling them he has already told them and that his work 

testifies to this. ‘But you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.’ 

 

Jesus details then what makes believers. ‘My sheep hear my voice. I know them and they 

follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them 

from my hand.’ 

 



To hear is to obey. Not only do his believers hear him, they obey him. He knows them. 

He has a relationship with them. He loves them and cares for them. They are his 

followers. Just as sheep follow their Shepherd to new pastures, we follow Jesus into the 

newness of life. Unlike ordinary sheep, those who follow Jesus will not perish: they 

receive the gift of eternal life. 

 

No one can take them from Jesus, not even death. 

 

Amen 

 

ILLUSTRATION 

 

Two flocks of sheep had become intermingled. Night was coming down and it would be 

very difficult to separate them before dark. If men or dogs were sent in, it would cause a 

lot of fear among the sheep and greater confusion. 

 

The Shepherd who came to care for his flock said, ‘Leave them alone. Wait until it is 

almost the end of the day, then I will call mine. They know me, they will hear my voice 

and follow me.’ As evening came, the Shepherd started to call. The reaction among the 

sheep was interesting, for some heard the voice and wanted to run away because they 

did not know it. 

 

The sheep that belonged to the Shepherd recognised his voice. They heard a call that 

meant safety, shelter and sustenance. They knew the love of the Shepherd and came 

running to where he was. 

 

Amen 

 

3rd Hymn 738 Glorious things of thee are spoken  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Let us pray, 

 

We praise you for the living Christ the Shepherd who knows his sheep; not only those 

who are safe in his fold but all who are far away and have not heard his voice. 

Today we pray for all who suffer and are not cared for – Today we pray for all who suffer 

and are not cared for – the old who die alone, the young ones who are neglected or 

cruelly treated, young and old whose weakness are exploited, and sensitivities abused, all 

who are led astray, all who are taken advantage of and have no-one to stand by their 

side. 

 

We pray for all who have grown helpless in their hunger and homelessness – refugees 

from war and violence trapped at borders or in makeshift camps, those whose lives have 



been wrecked by conflicts they do not understand and cannot affect or change, victims 

of military aggression, ethnic cleansing or political ideology. 

 

We pray for those who go where there is trouble  pain and poverty, risking life and limb, 

facing danger and fear. 

 

Father as we pray, increase the depth of love in us that we might give ourselves to 

others, as you give yourself to us. Give us such joy that the sheep may be found; given 

health, strength, food and hope for the future and shown the way home. 

 

Give us grace to follow you wherever you lead for Jesus's sake 

 

Amen 

 

Our closing Hymn is 739 The Church's one foundation 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father. Set out, then, on a 

new life with Christ. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be among you and remain with you. 

 

Amen  

 

Newtonmore  Hymn 786 
 


