
 

Sunday morning service 9th January 2022 

 

 

Welcome to our Service this morning, I wish you all a Happy healthy New Year. In line 

with updated Covid regulations please remain wearing your masks in Church this 

morning. I will replace my mask when we sing. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three Persons and yet one God. We give you 

thanks and praise for your presence, your power and your peace in our lives and in the 

world. We come to worship and adore you. 

 

We join together saying, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen. 

 

1st Hymn 485 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

 

1st Reading Isaiah Ch 43 v 1-7 

 

But now, this is what the Lord says— 

he who created you, Jacob, 

he who formed you, Israel: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, 

I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 

they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 

you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 

For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

I give Egypt for your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in your stead. 

Since you are precious and honored in my sight, 

and because I love you, 



I will give people in exchange for you, 

nations in exchange for your life. 

Do not be afraid, for I am with you; 

I will bring your children from the east 

and gather you from the west. 

I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 

and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 

Bring my sons from afar 

and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, 

whom I formed and made. 

 

Amen. 

 

2nd Hymn 598 Come, Holy Ghost our hearts inspire 

 

 

2nd Reading Luke Ch 3 V 15-17, 21,22. 

 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who 

is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire. » 

 

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 

praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

 

 

 

Choir Item – Kingussie - God's World 

  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

As I write this, today is the Feast of Epiphany Thursday 6th January, in the Christian 

calendar, traditionally it marks the arrival of the Magi, The Wise men or Three Kings – at 

Bethlehem with gifts for Jesus. These gifts are unexpected- gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

But they also had other meanings. 

Gold was the symbol of royalty; This was a gift for the King of Kings. Frankincense was an 

incense used in Temple rituals. This was a gift for Christ, the priest. Myrrh was used in 

embalming, and it symbolised suffering, death and the afterlife. This was a gift for the 



Son of God, whose sacrifice would conquer death itself. If we exchanged gifts at 

Epiphany, what gift might you receive at Epiphany, and what meaning might it convey? 

But most importantly, what gift might you offer today, and what will it communicate? 

Will it be the gift of oneself to God? 

As we continue our Thought for today, someone counted the phrase ‘Do not be afraid’ 

365 times in the Bible – one for each day of the year. God says to each of us, ‘Do not 

fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name, you are mine’ (Isaiah 

43:1b). God cares for us as individuals: He loves each of us personally. He is with us in 

our joys and in our sorrows. God never leaves us but is always with us. 

Baptism not only celebrates our commitment to God; it also celebrates God's own 

commitment to us. Baptism is not just being baptised with water, it is affirming the 

reality of being immersed in the presence of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The baptism of John was for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus did not need forgiveness but 

he needed to express his oneness with us. There are certain turning  points in all our 

lives. St Luke shows Jesus as a man, 12 years old deciding he needed to do his Father's 

work – that is, God's work. His baptism is another turning point: Jesus is now 30. 

Throughout the country, due to John the Baptist, there is a movement towards God. 

Jesus identifies himself with these people. 

At the Baptism of Jesus something special happens. There is the voice of the Father 

speaking personally to Jesus saying, ‘You are my Son, the beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.’ These words can come from Psalm 2:7 and is understood to be the Messianic 

King. ‘Beloved, with you I am well pleased’ is part of Isaiah 42:1, which is about the 

Servant of God and the description of the servant reaches its peak in Isaiah 53 with the 

Suffering Servant. Jesus would have the dual role of King and Suffering Servant. Cross 

and crown go together. 

It is worth noting that one of the few images of the Trinity is to be found in the Baptism. 

There is the one voice of God from the heavens, Jesus coming up out of the water and 

the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove. 

Each and every one of us is known by God and cared for by God. God is with us in our 

Joys and sorrows. There are no barriers that stop us from accessing God, apart from the 

ones we erect ourselves, for God is committed to a relationship with us. The Gospel 

passage in Luke especially highlights being immersed in God, in the trinity and our 

response and commitment to that immersion and relationship in turn. Our New 

Testament passages being to us the very essence of unconditional inclusion. 

 

Amen 

 

Third hymn 

Hymn 111 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for you are ever with us and never leave us. You are our 

Creator, Redeemer and Guide. We come from you, We belong with you . We will return 

to you. Blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



We give thanks for all your baptised and faithful people. May we all rejoice in your 

presence and  in your power. We ask your blessing on all who are being prepared for 

baptism, or ordination. We remember all who are seekers and long to know you. 

We give thanks for our homes and loved ones. We pray for all family members. We pray 

for those who have young families and we remember any who are struggling at this 

time. 

We pray for all who are struggling during this pandemic, all who have memories that 

disturb them. We remember all who are ill at home or in hospital, especially any who feel 

lonely or unwanted. We pray for all who have been taken into care and their loved ones 

who may now be on their own 

We give thanks for all who have enriched our lives by their goodness and care. 

Lord, thank You that You listen to our prayers – spoken and unspoken in Jesus name. 

 

Amen 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is Hymn 722 Spirit of God, come dwell within me. 

 

Blessing 

 

May the blessed presence of God fill our hearts with the assurance of God's love. May 

the gracious arms of Jesus Christ embrace us as part of the community of believers. May 

we always live in trust, knowing that we are God's always and forever. Amen 

  

Hymn 786. May the God of peace go with us 

                  as we travel from this place; 

                    may the love of Jesus keep us 

                    firm in hope and full of grace. 
 


