
 

Theme: "The Presence of God" 

 

Mr Will Carey will talk about his fundraising challenge for a moment or two this morning. 

 

Hymn 264:  Judge eternal, throned in splendour 

 

Call to Worship:  

 

Rev Ch 21 v 3: 

 

I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: "Now God's home is with mankind.  He 

will live with them and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them, and He 

will be their God”. 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving for the week that is past: 

 

Our families, friends, neighbours, ourselves; confession that we so often fail to live up to 

God's standards, asking for forgiveness, for our failings, for support in the week to 

come, dedicating ourselves and our offerings to God's service. 

 

Reading Exodus 34 v 29-35, 

 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in 

his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the 

Lord. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were 

afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the 

community came back to him, and he spoke to them. Afterward all the Israelites came 

near him, and he gave them all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai. 

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. But whenever he 

entered the Lord’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. 

And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, they saw 

that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went 

in to speak with the Lord. 

 

Reading Luke 9 v 28-36. 

 

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went 

up onto a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and 

his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, 

appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which 

he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very 

sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing 

with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to 



be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He 

did not know what he was saying.) 

While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as 

they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 

have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 

alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what 

they had seen. 

 

Brief comment, explaining that our experience of the presence of God is unlikely to be 

similar to either that of Moses or of the disciples in our two readings - so what does it 

mean for us today?  That is what we are going to look at in the sermon. 

 

Hymn 189: Be still for the presence of the Lord 

 

Sermon:  The Presence of God: 

 

1.      God's Presence is everywhere: Psalm 139 v 7-8: "Where could I go to escape from 

You? Where could I get away from Your presence?  If I went up to heaven You would be 

there.  If I lay down in the world of the dead, You would be there."  and Matthew 28 v 20: 

"Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world."  God is always with us; He 

knows everything about us and loves us deeply, and He will never go away. 

 

2.  Being aware of God's presence:  Luke 24 v 15-16: " Jesus Himself drew near and 

walked along with them, they saw Him but somehow did not recognise Him."  As the two 

travellers to Emmaus walked along the road, in spite of their emotions, their questions, 

their total confusion, Jesus was with them, even if they didn't realise it.  On our road 

through life, in spite of our emotions, our questions, our total confusion, Jesus is with us 

- a reality to cling to, even in the darkest and most difficult times. 

 

3. Why does God give us His presence?  John 10 v 10: " I have come in order that you 

might have life - life in all its fullness."  God wants to transform us in every way; our 

attitudes, prejudices, reactions to others.  If His presence transforms us, it is one of the 

most needed things we can seek for the sake of those with whom we come in 

contact.  We can be as Christ to them in their need. 

 

4. Connecting with God's presence: Mark 5 v 28: " if I just touch His clothes, I will get 

well."  The woman reached out in faith and was healed.  We also need to touch Him, to 

receive His transforming touch in our lives, and He calls us to be like Him and to reach 

out to those in need of His touch in their lives today. 

 

5.  The Temple of the Holy Spirit: I Corinthians 6 v 19: "your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit."  It is not our idea, but God's.  We may be good or bad temples, but temples 

are what we are designed to be - dwelling places for God's presence. 

 



Prayer for those who need the Lord's presence at this time and for those who seek to 

bring His presence to them in service. 

 

Lord's Prayer. 

 

Hymn 519:  Love divine, all loves excelling 

 

Benediction 

 

Hymn 786: May the God of peace go with us. 
 


