
Sunday Service 

2nd January 2022 

 

Welcome to our First Service of January 2022 here in Kingussie Parish Church. In line with 

updated Covid regulations please remain wearing your masks in Church this morning. I 

will replace my mask when we sing. 

 

Let us pray 

 

We give thanks that all that was promised has come true, for our God has come among 

us. Father, let us know the Word who lives and who comes to us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We join together saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

Our first Hymn 123 

God is love, let heaven adore him 

 

1st reading Ephesians Ch 1 v 3-14 

 

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the 

creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for 

adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to 

the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him 

we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 

riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he 

made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring 

unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 

works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who 

were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also 

were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 



Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who 

are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 

Amen 

 

2nd Hymn 317 Before the world began 

 

2nd reading John Ch 1 v 1-18 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And 

the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

 

John’s Witness: The True Light 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to 

bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, 

but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to 

every man coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know 

Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received 

Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His 

name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God. 

 

The Word Becomes Flesh 

 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 

of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who 

comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ” 

And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given 

through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at 

any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 

declared Him. 

 

Amen 

 

Choir Item – ‘Through all the changing scenes of life' 

  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

In the beginning was the Word. The Word was close beside God, and the word was God. 

In the beginning  he was close beside God. All things came into existence through him, 



nothing that exists came into existence without him. “Life was in him, and this life was 

the light of the human race. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness didn't 

overcome it. 

Without Jesus the world is seen as a place of chaos and darkness. Jesus brings light and 

life to the world. This is a light that cannot be overcome, no matter how dark it gets. As 

he is the light of all people, he is our light. The message that we need to hear from these 

opening words of St John is that we are offered light and life through Jesus Christ. Jesus 

himself will come to us and abide with us, protecting us from darkness and death. This is 

a wonderful offer. 

But Jesus gets poor reception. ‘He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him.’ Time and again Jesus is given a poor reception: he is scorned 

and rejected, he is ignored and passed by. People are too busy for him. They have no 

time. There is still no room at the inn or in the heart. So many things crowd out Jesus. 

What about us? Did we give Jesus a good reception over this Christmas season? 

Remember, ‘to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the power to 

become children of God.’ 

Illustration 

Some people live in poor reception areas for television or radio. The signal cannot get to 

them so the picture or the sound is blurred, fuzzy and cannot be enjoyed properly. Many 

things can cause bad reception. People can live too far from the transmitter. Sometimes 

it is just the aerial is pointing the wrong way and it needs to be turned around. Are we 

sure that we are pointing in the right direction? At other times it is something close that 

destroys reception – a motor without a suppressor, or a lot of leaves on nearby trees that 

can block the signal. Then again it can be the opposite: there is too much interference 

because the set is too receptive. All sorts of sounds distort what we need to hear. We 

need to be able to finely tune to make proper contact. This is as true of prayer as it is of 

radio waves. 

  

Hymn 562 Through the love of God our Saviour 

  

  

Prayers of Intercession 

 

God we give you thanks for the New Year and for all the opportunities that you offer us. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, our Creator and our Redeemer. Through your great love 

your Son has shared in our joy and sorrow and has delivered us from death. Blessed are 

you, Lord God, giver of life and life eternal. 

Come Lord: be known among us. We pray for all who are involved in giving us 

information through the daily news and newspapers, for all that communicate with us 

through the written or spoken word, we remember all who suffer from deafness or who 

are unable to speak. 

We pray for all who have difficulty in communicating and who are often misunderstood. 

We pray for all who are fearful for their future, those who are awaiting a doctor's 

diagnosis or an operation, for all who are terminally ill. We remember all who live in 



areas of war or natural disaster. For the agencies who serve those that are caught up in 

areas of war or natural disasters, especially those known to us. 

Come, Lord: be known among us. Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 

your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen 

 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is Hymn 617 

Great and deep the Spirits purpose. 

 

Blessing 

 

Go in the power of the Holy Spirit to fulfil your calling as servants of Christ. May the Lord 

bless you and guard you; may the Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to 

you; may the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. 

 

Amen 
 

 


