
Order of Service Sunday 15th May 2022 

 

Notices for KPC 

 

Wednesday 18th May Babies and Toddlers from 09.00 

 

Good morning and welcome to our service here at Kingussie Parish Church 

 

Prayers 

 

Call to worship 

 

In a world of ‘us and them’ God invites us to embrace. 

In our lives, full of petty grudges and neglected relationships the Spirit invites us to 

embrace 

So come all you who yearn for deeper living 

Come and enter into Heaven's embrace this hour. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

1st Hymn 104 “ The Lord of heaven confess" 

 

Reading 1 Acts Ch 11 v 1-18 

 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticised him and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 

with them.” 

Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: “I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down 

from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. I looked into it and 

saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice 

telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 

made clean.’ This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 

where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. 

These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how 

he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is 



called Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will 

be saved.’ 

As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 

beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gift he gave us 

who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 

way?” 

When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, 

even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

 

2nd Hymn 238 Lord bring the day to pass 

 

Reading 2 John Ch13 v31 - 35 

 

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in 

him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at 

once. 

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told 

the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

“ A new command I give you, Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.” 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

The thoughts of the disciples in reference to all that had happened has never been 

recorded, do you wonder what they have been thinking during this time. We recall that 

during this time, Jesus had appeared to his disciples many times and left them in no 

doubt that He was alive. Alive – the same Jesus, but at the same time different. Would 

they remember His words at the Last Supper and now have a better understanding of 

what Jesus meant by the Son of Man being glorified ; There is the hope that the disciples 

were thinking of the importance of loving one another as He had loved them. They may 

come to understand togetherness, we hope that we all appreciate our togetherness. 

 

Would God the creator want to eliminate a creation where everything, from celestial 

bodies to sea-monsters, to trees, to reptiles, to people, is called to 

‘Praise the Lord'? 

 

This Sunday, we also remember the work and mission of Christian Aid. Surely ending 

strife and division, and showing Christ-like love to one another, not least those to whom 

Christian Aid reaches out, would do so much to wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

John reminds us that Judas has left the company. In a very telling way John declares 

Judas went out and ‘it was night.’ 

 



Jesus never forces any of us to stay against our will. The choice is ours. There was already 

a price on Jesus' head. 

The reading from Acts is part of a narrative which follows on from the previous chapter, 

where we learn of Peter's dream and Cornelius’ vision and the circumstances which 

brought Peter to Cornelius home. Cornelius and his friends are Gentiles, but he has been 

encouraged to seek out Peter and ask him to share his testimony. Peter, of course, can 

and does give a first-hand account of the ministry, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, 

but even before the end of this ‘sermon’ the Holy Spirit has fallen on those who have 

listened. Peter then baptises them and accepts Cornelius’ invitation to stay for a few 

days. 

 

Against that background, Peter is held to account. He meets the apostles and believers 

in Jerusalem and is asked to explain himself. Rather the circumcised church leaders ask 

him, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” In the great scheme of 

things, that may seem to us an incidental matter. It was of the utmost importance to 

those early church leaders with whom you shared your food. It’s as if they see a threat to 

what they have assumed to be their privileged position.  How often do we encounter 

borders established to protect privilege? 

 

But note how Peter responds. He doesn't embark on theological analysis. Peter takes 

them through the events which happened to him and Cornelius. Peter relates his own 

personal experience of the power of the Spirit, in shaping events, Peter concludes that if 

God had given them the gift of the Spirit, “ who was he that he could hinder God?” And 

Peter brings his listeners round to acknowledge that the Spirit's gifts could be given 

“even to the gentiles.” 

 

The five verses from John can be divided Into three parts: the glorification of Jesus, the 

Intimation of His imminent departure and death, and the new commandment. 

John from the outset of this Gospel, relates a theme of glory: 

“ And the Word became flesh and lived amongst us, and we have seen his glory, as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth.” 

 

John’s Gospel was written decades later, John may well be pointing ahead to the 

glorification, which was shortly to follow, when Jesus is lifted up on a cross. In the Roman 

Empire of the day it would have been counterintuitive to describe crucifixion as glorious, 

but John is reminding, even reassuring followers, that Jesus crucified and risen is 

something in which they can glory. It is a bulwark of their – and – our faith. 

John tells us that Jesus again foreshadowed His death, but one has the impression that 

the disciples do not quite grasp the significance of what Jesus is saying. What it does, 

however is to frame the circumstances in which Jesus gives them a "new commandment 

“. 

 

Jesus now tells the disciples how to love each other   

 To bring this up to date, we as elders of the 21st Century what does the Church of today 

expect of their elders, we heard it read, we have the joy of using our gifts as members of 



the Church of Christ, which is his body continuing his ministry in the world today. Those 

who are chosen for the office of the eldership have the particular responsibility of caring 

for God's people. It is our duty and privilege. 

 

Amen 

 

Choir Anthem There is a higher throne 

 

3rd Hymn 557 O love that wilt not let me go 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have called us to know you, to love you and to 

serve you. We rejoice in your presence and in your love for us. 

We give you thanks  O God, for all who have served you faithfully throughout the ages. 

We thank you especially today for the disciples. We ask your blessing upon all who are 

called to preach the word. We pray for theological colleges and their students and for all 

your people in their various vocations. 

We ask your blessing upon all who feel drained of resources or energy. We remember 

those who are handicapped by poverty or by prejudice of others. We pray for people 

who feel they have lost their way or who have been cast aside by society. We remember 

the street children of the world and those who live in slums 

We give thanks that you have called us to know you and we pray that we may live to 

your glory. May our homes and our relationships reflect our love for you. We remember 

before you homes where there is tension or violence or where there is neglect and a lack 

of respect for each other. 

We pray for all who are called to the healing professions. We ask your blessing on 

doctors, surgeons, nurses and ambulance crews, we pray for all who are ill at home or in 

hospital and we remember those who are unable to cope on their own. 

Accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

4th Hymn 252 As a fire is meant for burning 

 

BENEDICTION:- 

 

We are the loved people of God. 

Together, in our gifts and in ourselves, 

We add beauty to life here and beyond us in a myriad of ways . Through the Spirit, we 

become part of the tree of life, for the healing of the nations. And the blessing of God, 

Creator, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all 

 

Amen 
 


