
 

Call to Worship 

 Come let us worship God together, the God who so inspired our beloved sovereign Queen 

Elizabeth II, the God who welcomes everyone to be inspired by him. 

 

 Roy Alexander has prepared a service for today which, reflects the Christianity of the 

Queen’s life, as we await her funeral tomorrow, a Christianity which we too can experience if 

we are prepared to open our hearts, our eyes and our ears. 

 The first hymn chosen for this morning is 

 

 Hymn 81. 

 I to the hills will lift my eyes 

 We have heard in many tributes to the Queen how she loved the hills so this is an obvious 

choice 

 

 Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Lord God, we praise you for your love revealed in Jesus Christ. We thank you that your love is 

greater than we can ever imagine and stronger than death itself. So, we know that we can 

trust you with our loved ones and ourselves. Though we come here today with sorrow in our 

hearts, we lift up our hearts in gratitude for all your blessings to us. We may come here as 

people burdened with fear and guilt, but we rejoice in the forgiveness you always offer to us. 

Though we walk amidst the shadows of death, we celebrate your promise of a new life. 

Although we may grieve for the life of our beloved Queen, we do not grieve as those without 

hope, for we know her commitment to the Christian faith. You were her shepherd and as she 

followed your ways, she served us with love and understanding in the service she gave to us 

all and we give grateful thanks for this We will now join in the prayer which Jesus taught us... 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen 

 

The first reading this morning is Psalm 23 reflecting the fact that for our Queen, the Lord was 

her Shepherd and our reading will continue into Psalm 24 verses 1 to 6 where we are told 

who may ascend the mountain of the Lord. 

 

 Our reader this morning is Eppy Mackay 

 

 Psalm 23. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

 he leads me beside quiet waters, 



 He refreshes my soul. 

 He guides me along the right paths 

 for his name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk 

 through the darkest valley, 

 I will fear no evil, 

 for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, 

 they comfort me. 

 

 You prepare a table before me 

 in the presence of my enemies. 

 You anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 

 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

 all the days of my life, 

 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

 forever. 

 

 Psalm 24 v 1 - 6 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 

 the world, and all who live in it; 

 For he founded it on the seas 

 and established it on the waters. 

 

 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? 

 Who may stand in his holy place? 

 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

 who does not trust in an idol 

 or swear by a false god. 

 

  They will receive blessing from the Lord 

  and vindication from God their Saviour. 

  Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

 who seek your face, God of Jacob. 

 

 Our second hymn is Hymn 159 

 Lord for the years your love has kept and guided us. 

 While this hymn speaks of God’s love, all the words of this hymn are very reflective of the 

love which our late Queen showed in so many different ways. 

 

 Our second reading is 1st Corinthians chapter 13 v 1 - 13 which tells us that love is 

indispensable and again Eppy will read this for us. 



 

 Corinthians Ch 13 v 1 - 13 

 

 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 

 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, 

I put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 

we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 

known. 

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

 Thoughts for the Day on Shepherd, Service and Love. 

 

 Shepherd, service and love! Three words which have intentionally been brought into our 

church service today. The church hierarchy have discouraged memorial services for our 

beloved Queen until after her state funeral tomorrow, but this does not preclude us from 

acknowledging her undoubted connection to God and the Bible, in our singing, our readings 

and our prayers this morning 

 

 Our first reading from the Psalms is very well known to us all. The Lord is my Shepherd, I 

lack nothing. It is a reminder that in life or in death, in times of plenty or want, God is good 

and worthy of our trust. It uses the metaphor of a shepherd’s care for his sheep to describe 

the wisdom, strength and kindness of our God as he tends for his flock, as a shepherd would 

do for his. The psalm was written by David, a shepherd who cared for his flock, and we are 

well aware, even from Christmas broadcasts and the way she conducted herself in all aspects 

of her life, that our Queen had the Lord as her shepherd and tended her flock with humility 

and kindness. 

 

 The result of a life well lived, is reflected in the verses we read from Psalm 24. It starts with a 

bold statement! The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in it. 

That is all encompassing for us as we live here on earth. But within the words of this Psalm, 

we have incentive. Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy 

place? Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, who do not put their trust in an idol or 

swear by a false god. They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their 



Saviour. Given a life of service in so many different ways, I am sure that our Queen has 

received the blessing of the Lord and is now in his good care. 

 

 Our second reading from Corinthians is also well known to us all and when thinking of our 

Queen, we cannot but help to acknowledge the love that she shared in so many different 

ways in her life. The many, many stories we have heard in recent days from people of all ages 

are a testament to the love she showed in her reign over us for seventy years. Rich, poor, 

sick, healthy, young or old it did not matter to Queen Elizabeth as she met all with a smile 

and a humility that belied her high status. The thousands who turned out to line streets to 

just catch a glimpse of her last journeys, or to queue for hours to walk past her coffin, are a 

clear indication of the love which we all had for her. We have observed over many years, the 

love she showed for her family and in particular, her love for her husband the Duke of 

Edinburgh. Love conquers all and we should never cease to be reminded of this. 

 From the passage we read from Corinthians, we learn of what love should be to us in our 

daily lives as we seek to love one another as God loves us. This applies to our families, our 

friends and our neighbours. Our neighbour is not just a person like us or a person we like 

but anyone and everyone, like us or different from us, friend or stranger, even an enemy. Our 

Queen reached out her hand to all, even to those who were her enemies and she was a 

fantastic example to all of that a Christian life should be. 

 

As well as considering our beloved Queen in conjunction with these passages from the Bible, 

our singing this morning has recognised her love for the hills of Scotland, her love and 

guidance for us and her commitment to God. Our final hymn will remind us that while earth’s 

proud empires pass away, God’s Kingdom will stand and grow for ever! 

 

 And lastly, during sleep, when thoughts often invade our sleep Roy was reminded of a hymn 

from his childhood which we no longer sing and just wondered if the Queen might even 

have taken her strength from these words when she was young. 

 God who made the earth, the air the sky the sea, who gave the light it’s birth, careth for me. 

 God who made all things, on earth in air in sea, who changing seasons brings, he cares for 

me. 

 God who sent his Son to die on Calvary, He, if I lean on him, will care for me 

 When in heaven’s bright land I all his loved ones see, I’ll sing with that blest band, God cares 

for me. 

 

 We can be sure that for her whole life our Queen loved our Lord and for her lifetime in our 

service, he cared for her in good times and bad. God is open to us all every minute of our 

lives and we can let him in if we are prepared to open our hearts. There is nothing to lose. 

 

 Amen 

 

 Our next hymn is a hymn of commitment to God. We are only too aware that this is what 

our Queen did throughout her life to a remarkable high standard. 

 



 Hymn 644 O Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end. 

 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 

 

Gracious God, your relationship with your people is open and loving and liberating. It is 

through knowing you that we discover our real humanity and through you that we 

understand who we are and are set free to live as your people. We give thanks for that 

lifegiving and life altering relationship, for all we have been and for all, through you, we have 

yet to become. And so, we pray for our world, in the knowledge that it is a world that 

belongs to you. 

 

 We pray for those people and places kept apart from, or closed to, the values of the 

Kingdom of God where peace and justice, and compassion and grace do not reign in 

abundance. Open their eyes to challenges of our own earthly lives. 

 We pray for those people and places kept apart from, or closed to, the values of the 

Kingdom of God where peace and justice, and compassion and grace do not reign in 

abundance. Open their eyes to acknowledge you. We pray for those who are bereft of love, 

considered unlovable, reduced to living a lonely life, grief stricken, outcast, forgotten. May 

they experience the love you offer to us all. 

 

 We pray for those who are bound by that which restricts them or damages them in life, 

addiction, ill health in body mind or spirit. We pray that in you they may find the freedom 

they crave for their flourishing. As we give thanks for all those who have gone before us in 

faith, we bless you for the life of our late Queen Elizabeth II for her courage in the face of 

overwhelming expectation, for her sense of duty, for her hospitality and kindness offered to 

so many and for her daily trust in the example and grace of Jesus Christ. 

 

 We commend her family to your care and trust that she now lives in your presence. We pray 

for our new King Charles III as he assumes many responsibilities. May he find support and 

strength for the way ahead. Direct his steps and guide his paths in the days and years to 

come. These prayers we offer through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord. 

 

Amen 

 

 Our final hymn is Hymn 220 

 The day you gave us Lord is ended 

where we are reminded that while earth’s proud empires may pass away, God’s Kingdom still 

stands and can grow for ever. 

 

 Benediction 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. May our beloved Queen rest in your care, may our 

new King derive his strength from you and may the blessing of God Almighty be with us all 

as we face the challenges of our own earthly lives. 

 Amen 


