
Call to worship 

 

Be still and know that I am God. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob Is our refuge. 
On this Christ the King Sunday we will be remembering Christ’s kingship. 

 

Hymn 449 Rejoice the Lord is King 

 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Living God, in the stillness of your presence we can know ourselves in new ways. We see 
more clearly where we have chosen the way of the world, rather than the way of Christ. We 
have compromised while we should have stood firm, and have judged others by standards 
which we do not always match ourselves. We have been quick to anger and slow to love. We 
have not always lived as people who know the kingdom of God is among them. For Jesus 
Christ, the image of the invisible God, we give you thanks, for in Him we see you in your 
fullness, as loving and compassionate and creator of all. 

We thank you for human companionship which builds up and restores the soul. We thank 
you for the people around us who show us the way of the Kingdom of God and for their work 
in providing us with what we need. We thank you for those who care for us when we are sick 
and all the others who help to make a difference to our lives. We thank you for the blessings 
of our environment and for the sustenance we receive for mind, body and soul, for the 
colour and beauty of nature and for the things we can see, hear and feel, all of which bring us 
pleasure and a desire to share with others. Thank you, dear Lord for the gifts you bring to our 
lives and in concluding this prayer, we now join together in the Lord’s Prayer.......... 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
the power and the glory, forever 

Amen 

Reading Psalm 46 
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
Though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 



There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Come and see what the Lord has done, 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease 
to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire. 
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress 

Hymn 458 At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow 

 

Reading Luke Ch 23 v 33 - 43 

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; 
let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you 
are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 
same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. 

 

 

 



Thought for the Day 

 

Today we are celebrating Christ the King Sunday which marks the end of the liturgical 

year before Advent takes over and the cycle begins again with a new Gospel focus. When 

I looked up Christ the King Sunday on Google, there were references to the catholic 

church, but then I was reminded that we are all part of the Holy Catholic Church 

according to the apostles’ creed. The Feast of Christ the King was just instigated by Pope 

Pius XI in 1925 so the celebration of Christ the King Sunday may well be a modern 

concept unlike the decree of Emperor Constantine in 321 AD who issued a civil decree 

making Sunday a day of rest in the first place. 

 

Christ the King Sunday proclaims that Christ has dominion over all creatures, and it 

follows that not only is Christ to be adored by all angels and men, but we all must 

recognise his empire over all creation. The Feast of Christ the King points to the end of 

time when the Kingdom of Jesus will be established in its fullness to the ends of the 

earth. It leads into advent when the church anticipates Christ’s second coming. 

 

Today we are singing the hymns, which in some Christian churches are actually assigned 

to this day 

 

Rejoice the Lord is King, your Lord and King adore 

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, every tongue confess him King of Glory 

now 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne 

 

These are excellent rousing examples of how we should see God’s Kingship. 

Our first reading this morning was Psalm 46. What we have in this Psalm is an image of a 

God whose care, judgement and protection extends beyond anything to which a human 

monarch might aspire. 

 

Even when appearances suggest the contrary, God is presented as completely in control. 

Hearers are commanded to behold God’s work in the past, more powerful than the 

natural disasters of earthquakes and tidal waves. Just as God brought about creation, so 

God has the power to reverse this--’Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall. He lifts his 

voice, the earth melts!’ In spite of this violent imagery, we are still comforted by the 

words at the end of the Psalm—Be still and know that I am God. 

 

The reading from Luke tells us of Christ and his demonstration of monarchical power. In 

Luke’s Gospel particularly, Jesus is portrayed as falling foul of both Jewish and Roman 

authorities. He is accused of being both a false prophet and a stirrer of civil unrest. Also, 

in this gospel the death of Jesus is particularly presented as part of God’s purpose for 

salvation. 

 



Only in this gospel does Jesus forgive those who crucify him and only here does He 

extend the promise of a place in paradise to the ‘good’ thief who seems to recognise 

there is something different about Jesus as they hang together on their crosses. 

 

The thief senses that this man has power to make things different for him after their 

deaths. ‘Remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ The response from Jesus 

’Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise’ validates this intuition and the 

nature of his authority, which is in stark contrast to the authorities which brought them 

both to the place of execution. 

 

In Jesus kingdom, salvation is offered to all who seek it. The cross is the throne of Christ 

the King who challenges all that earthly authority represents and it is open to each one 

of us to seek the salvation that is on offer to us. 

 

On this Christ the King Sunday let us rejoice that the Lord is King. Let us rejoice in the 

glorious hope that he will take us up to his eternal home. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 463 Fairest Lord Jesus 

 

Prayers of intercession 

 

On this Christ the king Sunday, we remember that Christ’s kingship does not shy away 

from the agony of the Cross, the vulnerability of the incarnation or the risk and betrayal 

of human relationships in times of danger and threat. In our prayers for others, we are 

committing those for whom we pray, into the hands of the One who knows the frailties 

and troubles of human life. 

 

And so, we pray with compassion for those who hurt and fear and cry today. There are 

many in our world who suffer in current times. We think of the many in Ukraine living in 

an extended war zone, the refugees seeking a better life, the displaced with nowhere to 

go, the many living in fear in countries where terror is more important than peace and 

those who live in fear of their financial difficulties in a time of uncertainty as to what the 

future holds 

 

We remember those who are affected by climate change, facing hunger, thirst, fire or 

flood and we pray that some good will come out of Cop 26 as the world seeks a lasting 

solution to the changes that are essential to ensure that we do not destroy the world 

and life itself. Grant wisdom and conviction to those in power to make a difference on 

global, national and individual levels. 

 

We pray with love for those who are lonely or in pain, and for those who care for family 

and friends in time of need. We acknowledge the stress of being a carer and the 

sometimes-conflicting feelings of those for whom care is being provided. We pray with 



faith for those we love the most and for those who have no-one to name them before 

you. May your presence surround them and bless them today and always. May we all 

know that we are loved and seen by You. 

 

We pray for our King, Charles 111 as he goes about his affairs of state and for all the 

members of the Royal Family. We pray for our politicians as they grapple with the many 

issues and problems which currently affect our lives. May the Christian principles of 

compassion and inclusiveness feature in their decision making as they strive to make life 

better for all who suffer and cannot have the life that you would like us all to experience. 

 

We give thanks for the witness of those who knew and followed You as their Lord and 

King and showed us what it meant to be a Christian. May we too continue to know and 

follow you for the rest of our lives here on earth, in the hope of a better life to come 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 459 Crown him with many crowns 

 

Benediction 

 

Creator God, Christ the King, Living Spirit, go before us to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and guide our feet to follow the path of peace, and may the blessing of God 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, surround us all now and for evermore. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 786 

 
 


