
Order of Service 11th July 2021 

Prelude  

Welcome to our worship this morning, The prelude we heard played 

on the Kingussie Organ by John Crombie was ‘Liebster Jesu'  by J. S. 

Bach. Our first Hymn this morning is  

HYMN: 473 ‘Thy kingdom come!’  

Prayer God of this morning we gather to worship you . We come 

together, each of us from our own lives, with our own thoughts and 

hopes  and worries. Let us bring our thoughts, Hope’s and worries. 

Let us bring our hearts with all that weighs on them, before You this 

morning in worship. And unburden us, do not let us be weighed 

down,  but instead send your Spirit anew among us, and clear in our 

hearts and minds a space to focus on You and our relationship with 

You. For we come, thirsty – longing for refreshment. For we come 

hungry – longing for sustenance. We come as Your children: and long 

to know Your love. Amen   

 Our first reading is Amos 7:7-15 brought to us by Mrs Eppy Mackay  

 First thought    Both of our readings this morning have the obvious 

strand of prophetic ministry, this is a dual strand of what it is to be a 

prophet, that’s speaking the truth to power; however unpalatable it 

is to those who hear it. Also the peril of being a messenger of hard 

truths to those in power. In the first two visions (verse1-6), Amos is 

shown the consequences  of Israel's failure to be faithful to God. In 

both cases(first with locusts, then fire ) ruin is ahead: in both cases 

Amos pleads with God for the people Israel. 

Then we have the third vision : the plumb line. The metaphor of the 

symbol holds just as well today : if the lines of our buildings are not 

true, if the walls are not plumb, then the strength of the building is 

comprised  and collapse almost inevitable.  In the same way, Amos is 

shown that for the nation of Israel, there is a fundamental  



importance in being just and true, and the consequence of failure in 

this regard is just calamitous : collapse is inevitable. One 

commentary on this passage states: “Speaking truth to power has 

never been easy or risk free......Still, truth being what truth is – and 

power being what power is  - the work remains to be done.”  This is 

what Amos finds – no sooner has he shared his vision from the Lord 

than he runs in to trouble with the  King and  priestly authorities. He 

is banished from Bethel so as not to trouble the royal household any 

longer with his prophetic meddling. Yet Amos protests that he is no 

prophet by birth, but simply a herdsman  who has been plucked from 

the flock of God's people  and given a message that must be shared. 

God does not choose the powerful to overthrow  those who abuse 

power, but raises up the least to witness against justice. 

Our 2nd reading is Mark 6: 14-29 brought to us by Mrs Eppy Mackay  

2nd Thought  

From our second reading in Mark's Gospel he tells the gruesome 

episode of John the Baptist’s fate, Jesus' reputation  had spread as 

far as the King and it was causing confusion and consternation. It 

appears that between Chapter 1 and 6 that John was Imprisoned and 

he was executed but we hear it in retrospect. Herod who had been 

rebuked by John had taken his brothers wife and her daughter had 

danced for his birthday guests. The relationship seems to be complex 

between Herod and John. John had been imprisoned for his opinion 

on Herod’s marital affairs. This was a relationship which seems to 

evoke in Herod a complex mixture of fear, respect  and protective 

goodwill. The complexity of this relationship come to a head when 

Herodias' ill-will towards John comes  into the frame and Herod is 

too weak to extend his protection to John once more. Who was 

Herod protecting? Herod was a man who acted on impulse. He made 

his reckless promise to Salome without thinking. Herod feared what 

others might say. He kept his promise to Salome because he had 

made it in front of his cronies and was unwilling to break it. He 



feared their jeers, their laughter, he feared that they would think him 

weak. Many have done things they they afterwards bitterly regretted 

because they had not the moral courage  to do the right.There is the 

added intrigue of Herodias' daughter whose dancing provokes the 

situation: She carried out her mothers wishes by giving the request 

that her mother required. Food for thought does the daughter's 

complicity with her mother's instruction  not make her just as 

culpable or even more so, given that she had the  choice to refuse 

the request. A tale to ponder on. Amen 

Choir  Kingussie -  

PRAYER of Intercession:  

Loving God, we bring to you our world of so much pain, so much 

need and sorrow; a world you care for so deeply that you willingly 

gave your all for it, loving and dying among us  through your Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

We bring to you the causes of so much suffering- we pray for those 

who seek asylum and refuge from their past; and who now live in 

detention centres. We pray for those who are detained for their own 

safety and well being who long to be free. We pray for all those 

whose freedom falls victim to the greater power of an unjust 

majority 

We pray for those who know pain daily, and who are overwhelmed 

with the struggle of coping. For those whose health curtails  a 

freedom they used to know 

We pray for those who are Ill, remembering those known to us, we 

pray for those in our hospitals, we give thanks for all medical staff. 

We remember our local community nurses who care for those at 

home.  

We pray for this who struggle to put food on their tables, we give 

thanks for all who help to distribute donations of food and other 



items that give people their dignity. May all families know the love of 

God and the reassurance that they will be looked after. 

We give thanks for our Ambulance Crews, our Fire Crews and 

lifeboat Crews and our Police Forces throughout Scotland. We join 

together saying,  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever. Amen 

HYMN 334 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's cry. 

At Kingussie— 

Before we have the BENEDICTION can I please ask you to open your 

Hymn books at Hymn 786 this is sung following the BENEDICTION  

BENEDICTION:  Whatever today may hold, whatever tomorrow 

might bring, the future is secure, for Christ is with us, the same 

yesterday, today and forever. Love each moment with him in quiet 

confidence  and joyful celebration, for he is ours and we are his for 

eternity. And the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit be with you this day and remain with you. Amen 

 intro to Postlude 

Postlude:  The postlude is ‘Homage March by Grieg played on the 

Kingussie Organ by Mr John Crombie 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


