
 

Order of Service 4th July  

 

Prelude John Crombie plays,  a piece based on the Hymn St Cuthbert by Healy 

Willan. 

Good morning and welcome to worship this morning, this is the 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost. Our opening Hymn this morning is:-  
HYMN:  489 Come down O' love divine 

Prayer: Let us pray, Walk about Zion , go all around it, count its towers, consider well its 

ramparts; go through its citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God , 

our God forever and ever. God will be our guide forever. 

God of the generations, we come to worship You. God of woman in childbirth, we come 

to worship You. God of those wrecked by storms, we come to worship You. God of the 

humble, we come to worship You. God of the poor, we come to worship You. God of the 

Son of Humanity, we come to worship You. 
Our first reading this morning is Psalm 48:1-14  
First thought  

In Psalm 48 God is praised as a power higher than the power of kings. We read here that 

the city of Zion is provided as a metaphor for God's goodness and the safety of God's 

people. The power of God reduces the Kings to a state similar to a woman 

in labour  or a storm-wrecked ship. This paints picture in our mind of them trembling in 

fear or blown apart. In this picture in words we are challenged to think about what we 

mean by power, and where power truly lies. We can think in many ways about 

power We have power created by man to light up our homes and provide us with 

warmth in our homes. We then think of the power of political parties who are voted for 

by us, we make our choice by reading their manifestos and then sometimes once they 

are in office we are disappointed when they do not deliver the goods as a figure of 

speech. I am sure we all can think of many examples of how power has worked for us or 

against us.  

We are reassured at the close of Psalm this in these words. For this is God, our God 

forever and ever; He will be our guide Even to death. Amen 
Our 2nd reading this morning is from the Gospel of Mark 6:1-13  
 Second thought  

When Jesus came to Nazareth he put himself to a very severe test. He was coming home 

– the humble place that most of us begin our journey out into the world and there are 

no severer critics than those who have known us since childhood. It was never meant to 

be a private visit simply to see his old home and his own people. He came attended by 

his disciples. That is to say he came as a Rabbi. The Rabbis moved about the country 

accompanied by their little circles of disciples. Thus it was how Jesus came to 

Nazareth. He went into the synagogue and he taught. As we heard read to us was 

greeted not with wonder but with a form of contempt. ‘They took offence at him.’They 

were scandalized that a man who came from a background like Jesus should say and do 

things such as he did. The people of Nazareth despised Jesus because he was a working 



man. To us that is his glory, because it means that God, when he came to earth, claimed 

no exemptions.  He took upon himself the common life with all its common tasks. 

Jesus remarks , “Prophets are not without honour, except in their own hometown, and 

among their own kin, and in their own house.” 

Jesus continues regardless, He heals, and he preaches , He does not demand ‘honour’ 

nor wait for it. 

He calls the twelve together and sends them out, two by two. They were told not to 

take anything other than a staff with them, no bread,no bag, no money in their belts, but 

to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. They were sent out as beggars, humbly 

and as guests in the houses of their hosts. 

My closing thoughts are how would you feel today if you were to be dispatched with the 

same instructions given to the disciples? And food for thought. Is there a difference 

between having authority and being entitled? Amen 

Quartet  I waited for the Lord my God 

PRAYER of Intercession: Let us pray - We bring our prayers for others to God. Blessed 

are you, Lord our God. You give us the opportunity to meet you in the call of the poor 

and in the cries of the needy. Give us the courage to serve and to share in the love that 

you have for all people. Teach us to be attentive and open to others for in meeting 

them we meet you. 

Father, we give you thanks for all who have cared for us and brought us to know you 

and your love. We ask your blessing on all who serve within our churches. May 

our churches be ready to serve the needs of our community and the world. 

As we rejoice in your goodness and grace, we remember all who are hungry, all who are 

homeless, all refugees and stateless peoples. We remember the ethnic minorities who 

suffer from persecution. 

We remember all who have had Covid and are now on a journey to better health, we 

give thanks to all medical staff in our hospitals and the staff who support the 

hospitals in many different ways. We remember the families who have lost loved 

ones because of Covid. 

We remember all School staff who are now on holiday, we give thanks for their 

dedication throughout this past year under extenuating circumstances, all the rules and 

regulations that had to be adhered  to,so that both the pupils and staff have been in a 

safe environment. We join together now in The Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven , hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come . Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

Our closing Hymn is 166 Lord of all hopefulness  

 

 

Before we have the Benediction can I ask you to look up Hymn 786 We will sing 

this together following the BENEDICTION  



 

 

BENEDICTION: May the love of the Father enfold us, the wisdom of the 

Son enlighten us,  the fire of the Spirit inflame us; and may the blessing of God rest 

upon us and abide with us now and evermore. 

And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all this day and 

forevermore. Amen 

 

 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 

 

 

Postlude John Crombie plays excerpt from Occasional Oratorio by Handel. 
 


