
Prelude  Adagio by Georg Moffat played by Alan Buchan on the Laggan organ. 

 

Words of welcome 

Day by day and week by week we seek the presence of God as we come to him in prayer and 

thanksgiving and worship.  And so our first hymn today is taken from Psalm 63.  

  

Hymn:  O God you are my God alone 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, our God alone, we come to you now because we seek your presence with us.  

We seek your presence in this time of worship. 

We seek your presence in every moment of our lives. 

We seek your presence in the situations and challenges through which we live. 

We seek your presence in the hard places in the world. 

You are our God, and we know that when we seek you, you are glad to be found by us, glad 

to come and meet us, glad to share your holy presence with us.   

As we learn day by day more of what you have for us, more of what it means to live our lives 

as your children and as citizens of your kingdom, may we know your gentle presence beside 

us, encouraging us, forgiving us, and leading us onwards. 

And as we live with you, so hear us as we pray the prayer that Jesus gave to your children, 

saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading Mark 10:32-45 (Mary K) 

 

 As we have been making our way through Mark’s gospel, and particularly in the more recent 

chapters, it is amazing how often we see Jesus telling his twelve disciples about what will 

happen to him in Jerusalem.  We have jumped forward by a chapter since last week’s reading, 

hurrying a little now, so that we can get to Palm Sunday and the events of Holy Week at the 

right time.  Just as Jesus was hurrying to get to Jerusalem at the right time, the time of the 

Passover.  He knows what he is doing and when it should be done and what will happen, and 

although he can’t really be looking forward to it – except maybe to getting it over – he is 

determined not to be side-tracked from his purpose.  So although everyone knew that it was 

dangerous for him to go to Jerusalem, he still goes, walking ahead of the following throng: a 

bigger group than just the twelve is implied here.  And those who followed were afraid.  For 

him, maybe, or for themselves.  But still, to their credit, they are following.  They haven’t 

given up and turned away. 

 And yet, when he takes the twelve aside and again explains what is going to happen, 

again they simply seem not to hear him.  They can’t get rid of their deeply ingrained 

expectations.  So we have the scene of Jesus explaining that the Son of Man, the one who is 

supposed to embody all the glory of God, he himself, is going to be handed over to the chief 

priests and scribes and condemned to death and handed over to the Romans, made a mockery 

of and put to death.  And that he will rise again.  And immediately after hearing this James 

and John ask if they can be his right and left-hand men when he comes in his glory. 

 And you just know that they are not thinking of the coming torment as being his 

glory. 



 You know that they have a conventional idea of glory – people bowing down and 

listening and obeying and doing honour to Jesus.  Foreign powers submitting to him and 

removing themselves from his land.   

And Jesus knows that they have not understood and tells them that they don’t know 

what they are asking for.  Do they really want to be at his right and left hand when he comes 

in glory? He knows that his glory is to be his lifting up on the cross.  Do they want to be there 

right beside him then? 

 But they say that they are able to drink his cup and take on his baptism.  You know, it 

is incidents like this one which convince me that the gospels are true records.  I am quite sure 

that if they were not John, if not James (who was an early martyr) would have made sure that 

such stories were never put around.  This story shows the brothers as self-seeking and closed 

minded and seemingly hard of hearing!  It certainly isn’t the kind of image that they would 

have wanted for themselves. 

 But is there not a John or a James in many of us, and often in our communal thought 

and assumption as a church?  We would never say that we follow Jesus for what we can get 

out of it for ourselves – and probably we don’t.  But when we see a way of getting a little 

personal advancement…..  When we see a way of promoting the church’s profile on the local 

or national or world stage….   Too often we forget that our following as disciples and as a 

community of disciples is not about us.  It is not about us as individuals and it is not about us 

as a church, not even about the Church universal.  It is about Jesus.  As we said last week, our 

job, our only job, is to point to him.  To be his witnesses. 

 The Church of Scotland is, as you know, going through a period of decline in these 

days and has been for several decades.  And people are worried about this.  We have been 

losing members and we have been losing money and we are losing influence.  It worries me, 

not that this should happen, but that we should be surprised that it happens.  Jesus calls us to 

follow in the way of the cross.  He calls us to drink the cup of suffering with him and be 

baptised with and into his passage through death.  He calls us in deed and in how we live as 

well as in our words, to point to his glory, which is his inglorious death. 

 He walked the way that in the end lost him followers and power and influence, until 

he hung as nothing on the cross.  As his church we should expect nothing less.  As his church 

we should humbly accept that this is how it will be for us in this season, and not seek to retain 

or regain an influence which was always as much about worldly as about spiritual power and 

influence.  That is not easy when the way that it might work out could include seeing what 

we have loved and worked at dwindle. Jesus himself said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies it remains but a single grain; but if it dies it bears much fruit.” (John 12:24)  

James and John should have our sympathy: we have surely made the same mistake as them 

over and over again – and with less excuse, since we have the fact of the cross and 

resurrection to focus our minds and actions.  If we are to avoid making the same mistake as 

them in this time of challenging decline, then we must remember whose we are and who we 

serve. We must, as Jesus reminded the twelve, remember that service is what we are about.  

And so our second Bible reading is 

 

Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 

 

Hymn:  From heaven you came, helpless babe 

 

“Do nothing,” says Paul, “From selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves.”  That was pretty much what Jesus told his gathered disciples, when 

he told them that those who would be first must be the slave of all.  And, of course, that is 

what Jesus did.  The Lord whom we follow, who set his face to get to Jerusalem at the right 



time, who knew that he would endure untold suffering and loss there, did what he did because 

he set out to serve, to bring in the kingdom of God not just in one place but for the whole 

world. 

 And the thing about being a servant, or a slave, which is the word he used, is that you 

don’t get to choose where or when or how you will serve.  You don’t get to pick and choose 

how a life of service will be lived.  You can’t say, “I will do this, but not that.”  Not when 

what you are being asked to do is bearing witness to your servant Lord.  Now, of course, it is 

also true that your Lord loves you and will not ask of you more than you can do; and because 

he loves you and you love him, you will find that when you look to him and follow and serve, 

even though it means loss and no glory, you will find that there is freedom and joy which fills 

you.  Letting go of expectations is not easy but it is very freeing when we manage it!  Letting 

go of the expectations which come from the society in which we live: that the strong will be 

heard, that success can be measured, that security is found in possession: all of that baggage 

left at the foot of the cross can give us such a lightness of heart as we follow our Lord even 

on the way of the cross. 

 There is a Psalm which perfectly sums up the attitude which Jesus looks for in his 

disciples.  It is Psalm 123, and in its first verses it says  

“To you I lift up my eyes, 

O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, 

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy on us.” 

 

In the household that the Psalmist is picturing, the servants, male or female would, when in 

the presence of those they served, always have an eye to see the lightest signal from their 

master or mistress, so that they might do what was required with the least fuss.  If we seek to 

follow Jesus even into his glory, then that should be our attitude as well.  Alert for God’s 

least prompting, we should not expect anything for ourselves, but put ourselves in the way of 

service, living cruciform through our days. 

 

Hymn: Christ be beside me 

 

Before we come to prayer here is some important news to tell you!  From next Sunday, 28th 

March, we will be re-opening our church buildings for Sunday worship.  We will also be 

continuing to put the service online just as we have been doing, because the numbers we may 

be accommodated in each of our buildings is limited by spacing concerns.  The service in the 

church buildings will be the same as the recorded service, except that, ironically, there will be 

more music in the recorded service as when we gather in person we must still mask and 

should not be singing.  That being said, I hope I can look forward to welcoming an 

appropriate number of you in person next week. 

The other important thing to say is that for a couple of reasons, one being that I plan to take 

all three services myself, we are changing the times of the St. Bride’s and the Kingussie 

services.  St. Bride’s will for now be at 10.30 and Kingussie at 11.30.  Given that the clocks 

also go forward next weekend, that’s a lot of time-keeping to bear in mind! 

Now let’s pray. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, as a servant to his master or a maid to her lady’s hand, we lift our eyes to you, 

whose throne is in heaven.  We lift our eyes to you to learn what you would have us do, and 

how you would have us serve.  We lift our eyes to you to know how we may follow you, 



even though your path leads to the cross.  We lift our eyes to you, seeking your grace and 

mercy for ourselves and for our world and for those we love. 

 

As our society begins to think of restrictions being lifted, as we plan to take our worship to a 

place where we can be together, as there is some hope in the air, we pray for those who have 

found this past year to be a time of intolerable loneliness or sadness.  We pray for those who 

know that life is opening up for others, but that their own lives are still precarious, due to 

health concerns or employment concerns, or other difficulties.  We continue to pray for those 

who make the decisions that govern our freedoms, asking that you give them wisdom and 

insight.  And we thank you that whatever constraints are placed on our lives, in you we are 

wholly free to live and love and spread the joy of your kingdom. 

 

We pray for those of our brothers and sisters who do not have the hope that we have.  We 

pray for countries where the vaccine is not available or where its roll-out has been halted.  

We pray for those for whom the pandemic is simply background noise compared with the 

trauma of violence or insecurity or hunger that they live with.  And we pray for our friends in 

the Czech Republic and for our mission partners Joel and Fiona in Nepal, that you will also 

lead and guide them and keep them rejoicing and lifting their eyes to you. 

 

Hear our prayers and lead us in your Son’s name.  Amen. 

 

Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem and endure the cross.  And so our closing hymn is: 

 

Hymn:  When I survey the wondrous cross 

 

Benediction: 

Walking in the way of the cross, live in joy and serve the Lord. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 

Postlude:   An arrangement by CS Lang of the hymn tune ‘Abridge’ played by  John 

Crombie. 

 

 


