
Habakkuk 1:1-4 and 2:1-3 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

    and you will not listen? 

Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ 

    and you will not save? 
3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

    and look at trouble? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

    strife and contention arise. 
4 So the law becomes slack 

    and justice never prevails. 

The wicked surround the righteous— 

    therefore judgement comes forth perverted. 

 

I will stand at my watch-post, 

    and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

    and what he[a] will answer concerning my complaint. 
2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 

Write the vision; 

    make it plain on tablets, 

    so that a runner may read it. 
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

    it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

    it will surely come, it will not delay. 
 

 

Mark 13:14-37  

‘But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the 

reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; 15 someone on 

the housetop must not go down or enter the house to take anything 

away; 16 someone in the field must not turn back to get a coat. 17 Woe to those who 

are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may 

not be in winter. 19 For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not been 

from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, no, and never will 

be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be saved; but for 

the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those days. 21 And if anyone 

says to you at that time, “Look! Here is the Messiah!”[a] or “Look! There he is!”—do not 

believe it. 22 False messiahs[b] and false prophets will appear and produce signs and 
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omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But be alert; I have already told you 

everything. 

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

26 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 

glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he[c] is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;[d] for you do not know when the time 

will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he 

may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.’ 
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