Mark 12:28-40

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, 'Which commandment is the first
of all?" 22 Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is
one; 3% you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than
these.’ 3 Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that
"he is one, and besides him there is no other”; 33 and “to love him with all the heart,
and with all the understanding, and with all the strength”, and “to love one's
neighbour as oneself’,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-offerings
and sacrifices.’ 3 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘'You are

not far from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask him any question.

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, ‘How can the scribes say that the
Messiahw is the son of David? 3€ David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared,

“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.

m

37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?’ And the large crowd was
listening to him with delight.

38 As he taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes,
and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, 3 and to have the best seats in
the synagogues and places of honour at banquets! 4° They devour widows' houses
and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.’

James 2:8-18

You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, 'You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.' ® But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. 1° For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in
one point has become accountable for all of it. ' For the one who said, 'You shall not
commit adultery’, also said, 'You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak
and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. '® For judgement will
be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgement.’ What good is it, my brothers and sisters,= if you say you have faith but
do not have works? Can faith save you? > If a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, ¢ and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’,
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and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 7 So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead.

18 But someone will say, 'You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith
without works, and | by my works will show you my faith.



