
Prelude: The opening section of “An Interlude” by Harold Darke, played by John Crombie 

 

Words of welcome:  We come into God’s presence with gladness, knowing and 

remembering that he is God, the one who made us, so that we are his people; the one who 

tends and leads us so that we are like his sheep. 

 

Hymn: Jubilate everybody 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God who made us, leads us, tends us: and all with love so great that we cannot 

understand it we bow our heads and our hearts in worship before you.  You are the one who 

has loved us since before the beginning of time and who will go on loving till time has long 

since had no meaning, for your whole essence is love.  You are the one who came to live 

among us, sharing our struggles and dying in your love for the world and the people you have 

made.  In love for us. 

 As we contemplate your love for us, may your Spirit come to stir the depths of our 

beings, that we may respond to your love with the love that you have placed in our hearts.  

May we turn to you, repenting and turning from all that is not of you, all that would lead us 

from you or distort our understanding of who you are. 

And hear us as we pray together as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Mark 12:28-40 

 

Mark has shown us Jesus in discussion with various people and groups who have been 

coming up to him, enlarging the crowd gathered around him in the temple – all of this is 

happening in the temple courts – and question has piled on loaded question.  And this 

unnamed scribe has been listening but not joining in, it seems.  But now that Jesus has 

answered the difficult questions about his authority, about taxes and Roman allegiance, and 

about resurrection and the authority of scripture, the scribe comes closer and asks a question 

which seems to have no hidden meanings.  He is not trying to trap Jesus, but really wants to 

know what is fundamental for him.  “Which commandment is the first of all?” 

 And Jesus tells him.  What he says evokes the great declaration of Deuteronomy, the 

great fundamental principle of Judaism.  It is known as the Shema because in Hebrew the 

words are: Shema Israel.  Adonai elohenu, Adonai echad.  Or “Hear, Israel.  The Lord is our 

God, the Lord alone.”  And it then goes on to say: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul and with all your might.”  Jesus could not have given a 

more orthodox answer to the question.  To love God is what is fundamental with Jesus.  To 

love God with everything that a person is and has.  Everything else is peripheral. 

Or almost everything else.   You will notice that though Jesus was asked to pick his 

number one commandment, for him it is a two-parter.  The second is this, “You shall love 

your neighbour as yourself.”  Jesus can’t imagine the one command without the other.  How 

do we show our love for God other than by loving our neighbours as we do ourselves?  As 

John was to say in what we have as his first letter: Those who say, “I love God” and hate 

their brothers and sisters are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 

have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. (1 John 4:20) 



The two part nature of Jesus’ answer is very important.  If it were not for the 

command to love the neighbour, then it would be only too easy for the love of God to become 

something very individual, even ethereal, with nothing to root it in life but vague intentions 

or feelings.  But if the love of God is shown in the love of our neighbours, then it is, it must 

be shown in practical, tangible ways.  We will come back to that.  But first let’s look at what 

Jesus goes on to say to the crowd about the Messiah and about the scribes. 

People were waiting eagerly for the Messiah, remember.  They thought that his time 

was about come – and they were right.  But some of the teachers liked to emphasise that he 

would be of the line of David, as a way of suggesting that his authority would be slightly less 

than the authority of that great king, whose name was associated with the plan to build the 

temple.  And so they suggested, so subtly, that the Messiah would not be quite as important 

as the temple, where they liked to think they were in charge.  This is Jesus carrying the 

discussion back to where it had started – with questions about his authority.  In what Jesus 

says about David calling the Messiah Lord – and using Psalm 110 to back up his assertion – 

he is not disputing that the Messiah is from David’s line.  What he is saying is that this does 

not make him lesser than David, but if David is seen to call him “Lord” in that Psalm, then he 

must be greater than David.  When you realise that he is talking about himself, then what he 

is saying to his opponents is that his authority is the greatest there can be: for the only one 

whom David, that great king, would call Lord would be God himself. 

However, unlike the scribes and others of Jesus’ opponents, he is not intent on using 

his authority to gain an outward show of power.  He is not fussed about whether people 

respect him and give him a place of honour in society.  Loving God with all his heart, soul, 

mind and strength, and his neighbour as himself, he will not have a thought to spare for 

justifying himself or bolstering his own position.  That is not the way of the kingdom of God. 

 

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name 

 

Reading: James 2:8-18 

 

Now we come back to the idea of loving your neighbour as yourself. 

In Luke’s Gospel when Jesus answers the scribe he seeks to justify himself by asking “And 

who is my neighbour?” and so setting the scene for the parable of the Good Samaritan.  And 

the message of that parable is that anyone who is in need is your neighbour, anyone you come 

across.  Not just those of your family or tribe or skin tone, or religion, but anyone at all whom 

God puts in your path. 

 

That James felt the need to write the words we have just read shows us that already in the 

early days of the Christian Church there were those who tried to separate their belief – the 

love they had for God – from their lives, their actions, the way that they lived with their 

neighbours.  But James tells us that loving God is shown by the way that we clothe the naked 

and feed the hungry. It is not shown by having holy feelings or going into ecstasy.  It is not 

shown by us saying what we believe or mouthing well-meaning platitudes to those whose 

physical need is real.   

If we are to love God with all our heart, soul, minds, and strength then we will be 

actively looking for ways to show love to others.  Some people will need bread and blankets 

and warm coats.  Some people will need a place to stay.  Some people will need someone to 

spend time with them, to listen and really hear them.  The call to love our neighbours as 

ourselves is a call to get involved with other people.  And no, no one can show this kind of 

self-giving love to everyone, but we all can to some, and working together we can do more 

than what we can do with you in your small corner and I in mine. 



 In fact both the small corner and the big picture are needed.  At the end of this 

Christian Aid week, we should remember that one of the reasons that we give to Christian 

Aid is so that work can be done in places where we can’t all be, to love neighbours whom we 

don’t know.  We give and raise money so that it can be sent to buy what is needed to help 

overseas – whether what is needed is seed or a well or a teacher, or someone to organise 

people.  And it can be used to lobby those who have the power to change things in the world, 

so that injustices may be redressed – whether they are injustices of trade or of education, or 

whether they are other fundamental things which make life so difficult for the poor of the 

world – such as access to clean water or the need to halt climate change.  And so we give so 

that together our gifts may be able to do things that as individuals we cannot. 

But when we do this, giving to help our unknown neighbours, this does not excuse us 

from caring for our known neighbours.  That you give to charity does not mean that you are 

not called to give of yourself, your time, your effort, your space to bring the practical love of 

God to the people around us.  How can you love God whom you have not seen if you are not 

actively loving the people made in God’s image that you do see? 

With Jesus, as we have seen many times already, it always comes down to giving all 

that we are to God.  Heart, soul, mind, and strength: that means holding nothing back.  And 

with Jesus, following Jesus, it will always come down to loving others.  Because that is what 

he did with his whole life – even to the last breath of it.   Understand this and, like the scribe, 

you are not far from God’s kingdom.   

The scribe understood the truth of Jesus’ answer to him.  He applauded it.  He 

admired it, and so he was not far from the kingdom – but not, you will notice, in it.  Those 

who live in God’s kingdom, do more than understand this, they go one step further:  they live 

by it, they act on it. 

 

Keeping these commands that Jesus names as fundamental will preclude a person from 

becoming like the vainglorious scribes.  You can’t devote your whole self to loving God and 

working out that love in how you live with your neighbours and still have room in your heart 

to do anything that is about yourself, about getting respect or recognition for yourself.  

Because if you live within God’s kingdom all the love you show to others is done with one 

eye on the others and the other eye, not on yourself, but on God. 

 

Hymn: When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there? 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, we can sing about the need to be loving to those around us, but singing does not 

actually make us obedient to your command.  We pray that you will help us to be those who 

actually do see the needs of others and set about quiet ways of meeting them.  Make us those 

who can give the bread and the blankets, the word in season and the listening ear, the friendly 

visit and the helping hand. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God we pray for the organisations and charities which seek to give out help to those in 

need here and abroad. 

We pray for the work of our local foodbank, deploring its necessity, may we still work with a 

will to help it achieve its goal of being a safety net to those who struggle to provide food for 

themselves or their families. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



We pray for the work of Christian Aid.  As the week of activity to raise money comes to an 

end, we know that the work itself does not end.  We pray for those who determine how best 

to use the money given, who to help, how to offer the help so that it is the best kind of help 

and empowering, not undermining.  We pray for the need to raise awareness of how all the 

problems of the world are interlinked, so that poverty cannot be properly addressed without 

addressing the problems of injustice and climate.  Give all of us the grace to find ways to join 

our voices with those raised in support of the poor. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who suffer most during this pandemic.  While we complain about travel 

restrictions or wearing a mask, or not singing in church, we know that there are too many 

who struggle to draw breath and are unable to keep away from others and fear for their lives 

and their families.   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear all our prayers, for we ask them in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Hymn:  May the mind of Christ my Saviour live in me from day to day 

 

Benediction:  

Loving God with all your being and your neighbour as yourself, go in peace. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

rest upon you and remain with you now and always.   

Amen. 

 

Postlude:  Pastorale by César Franck, played by Alan Buchan on the St. Bride’s organ. 


