
Prelude: The Scottish Psalm tune “Martyrs” harmonised by Kenneth Leighton and played by 

Alan Buchan on the Laggan organ. 

 

Word of welcome 

On this Day of Pentecost, when we remember the giving of the God’s Holy Spirit and the 

birthing of the church, we worship God and thank him for the incomparable gift of his 

presence with us now and always. 

 

Hymn: Come Holy Ghost our souls inspire 

 

Prayer 

May the exuberant Spirit of God, bursting with the brightness of flame into the coldness of 

our lives warm us with a passion for justice and beauty. 

May the exuberant Spirit of God, sweeping us out of the dusty corners of our apathy breathe 

vitality into our struggles for change. 

May the exuberant Spirit of God, speaking words that leap over barriers of mistrust convey 

messages of truth and new understanding. 

May the exuberant Spirit of God, flame, wind, speech; burn, breathe, speak in us; filling our 

world with justice and joy. 

Lord God, who gives us your exuberant Spirit to lead us, change us, comfort, and fill us, in 

our worship, at home or in a church building, may we know your presence, may we hear your 

voice, may we be filled with wonder and may we become again your children, filled with 

your love and glory. 

And hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Acts 2: 1-13 

 

Today is Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  Until the day of Pentecost there was a group 

of about 120 people who had been followers of Jesus and who seemed to spend a lot of their 

time together, indoors, hidden, wating.  After that day there was a church. 

 The waiting was the key to that group.  These men and women who had been most 

around Jesus, who had listened to him and witnessed his life, were not simply gathering 

together to remember the good old days.  They were waiting, waiting for something – they 

didn’t know what, and they didn’t know how they would recognise the thing they were 

awaiting when it came to them.  They were waiting very much in the dark.  As it happened, 

they only had ten days or so to wait from the time of Jesus’ ascension to the presence of God 

to the time when the presence of God was given them by God’s Holy Spirit. But of course 



they didn’t know how long they were going to have to wait; and waiting that has no end date 

can seem endless. 

 Maybe the coming of the Holy Spirit had to be dramatic if the disciples were to 

recognise it for what it was – the thing that they had been waiting for.  Maybe it had to be 

dramatic if the people who had begun to get used to living hidden with a tremor of fear in 

their hearts were to be giving the impetus to change their way of life and their way of 

thought.  We can get used to things very quickly, can find comfort in restrictions, as these 

days of unlocking our lockdown can show us.  Maybe it had to be dramatic if the Church was 

ever to be properly born, initiated into its mission and purpose.  For the purpose of Jesus’ 

followers was never supposed to be just to meet together, even in worship of God, but has 

always been to take the news of God’s deeds of power in Jesus out into the world where 

people don’t know and need to know.  That was the purpose that was given that small group 

of people then and it is still the purpose that is given to Jesus’ followers now.   

 God’s Spirit is not always given in visible or audible ways as on that day of Pentecost.  

There is not always – in fact, vanishingly rarely – the tongues of fire-like stuff or the sound of 

a rushing wind.  But when God sends his Spirit to us it is to give us the impetus, the will, the 

need to take the news about Jesus to those who need to hear.  Which is everyone. 

 The dramatic events of that Pentecost were for that day of birthing for the church, of 

change for the disciples.  But there are other dramatic events which God, by his Spirit, can 

use to give us the will, the need, the impetus to change from our habits and fulfil our purpose.  

Christians who live through great natural disasters which affect their areas often find 

themselves doing things which they had never dreamed of doing so that they can bring God’s 

love to their neighbours.  Christians who live through wars can find the same.  When the 

Coronavirus pandemic first struck, not only here but in almost every community, Christian 

people put their heads up and said, “How can I help, in Jesus’ name?”  And that was the 

Spirit of God. 

God still gives his Spirit to us, not so that we can simply enjoy his presence – that is a 

by-product of the gift of God’s Spirit to his people.  He gives us his Holy Spirit so that we 

may go out and tell and show his love and his power.  When we see a neighbour going 

through a hard time, it is God’s Spirit who instructs and impels us to go to them to discover 

how we may help.  When we hear a friend speaking of despair and hopelessness, it is God’s 

Holy Spirit who gives us the courage to speak of the hope that we have in Jesus.  God gives 

us his Holy Spirit so that we may go out – not just wait for people to come in - but go out and 

tell and show his love and his power.  It will not always look the same, and it will sometimes 

be misunderstood, as the disciples were misunderstood by some on that Pentecost day, but 

you know when God’s Spirit is at work, because as a result of what is said or done people 

look to God, wonder at God, glorify God, realise God. 

 

Hymn: She sits like a bird brooding on the waters 

 

Reading: Mark 12:41-13:13 (Jill) 

 

The widow who puts in her two small coins is a figure who has sometimes been 

misunderstood.  It was not the smallness of the coins that attracted Jesus’ attention and 

commendation, but the fact that she was giving her all.  In the years I served in the United 

States most of the churches I worked with had women’s groups, similar to the Guild here, and 

all of them seemed to be signed up to an organisation called “The Fellowship of the least 

coin.”  This organisation encouraged the women to collect the smallest coins – one cent bits 

in this case - and each month to bring them to give so that the money used could be used to 

help those in need.  It was a laudable aim and did a lot of good.  But it gave a strange 



message, because what it was saying was that Jesus wants us to give our small change to 

God. and that is the opposite of what is going on here.  The woman isn’t giving her small 

change, money she can do without – she is doing something far more radical. In commending 

her, once again Jesus is holding before us his all-or-nothing approach to following him and 

living in God’s kingdom.  She is commended for giving her all.  We hope that having given 

her small all, there would be an organisation, maybe temple based, which would take care of 

her, but we hear nothing more about her.   

 

But her giving, which is tiny but huge for her, is in contrast to the building in which she gave.  

Jesus and his disciples are still in the temple, the temple which was founded by David, 

restored at the return from exile, and had recently been renovated and made more magnificent 

by the efforts of the Herod family.  The disciples, country cousins, are impressed by the 

building – the massive stones making massive edifices.   

But Jesus knows that they are temporary.  All human constructions are temporary, 

when seen in the light of eternity.  All human edifices, made from stone or built with the 

building blocks of societal acceptance are temporary.  And when they end there is often 

sorrow and confusion and despair and unrest.  Look at the ending of things which we have 

seen in some of our own life-times.  There are still people living who were born into the 

British Empire, which seemed so strong and lasting – although it only lasted for about two 

hundred years and changed much in that time.  And since its end we have lived through this 

nation trying one way and another to understand who we are and to come to terms with not 

being who we once were.   

 “Not one stone will be left upon another” said Jesus.  Human kingdoms do not last, 

even when they are couched in religious terms.  The Jerusalem temple, as we have said 

before, was not simply a space to worship God.  It was tied up with the idea of a Jewish royal 

family, and so with hopes and dreams and movements towards Jewish independence.  And in 

that it looked backwards, and not forwards.  It was a reminder of the glories of the past, when 

there were independent kings of Israel, and no one interfered with how the country chose to 

be run.  How many of our great buildings – church buildings not the least - look backwards, 

and not forwards!  They can’t help it.  It is not what they were built for, but how many of our 

great buildings – castles, cathedrals, stately homes, parliaments – speak of the way that the 

world was, or society was when they were first thought of.   

 “Not one stone will be left on another.”  What was a problem for the temple is also a 

problem for the church.  This is why it is so important to remember that the church is not the 

buildings.  Just as the temple building became the focus of the wonder of the disciples and 

others who visited it, while it had been supposed to point them to wonder at the majesty of 

God, so it is possible for church buildings to have the same effect.  Maybe even ours!  And it 

is possible that we allow the way our buildings are shaped to shape the way that we think 

about God, and worship God and dream of going out in mission as God’s Spirit-filled people. 

 But this is Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  And the Church was not born in a 

special building, nor to make its mark on the world by leaving a trail of stone behind it – even 

big, beautifully carved stones and large buildings.  It was born, as we have seen, to take the 

news of God’s love in Jesus into the world and so change everything.   And Jesus warns that 

this won’t be easy, and it won’t mean that everyone loves us for doing what we are called to 

do.  The church – the followers of Jesus – are supposed to change the world, and even if it is 

a change for the better, our society, almost every society, is designed to fight against change.  

We like to look back.  When we look back we know what we are looking at – or we think we 

do.  But Jesus said that no one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service 

in the kingdom of God.  We have good news to take to every nation in every generation, and 

if we will seek to go out from our temporary buildings and do this, then the promise is that 



God’s Holy Spirit, that the Spirit of Jesus, that God himself, will be with us and in us and 

work though us. 

 

Hymn: Breathe on me, breath of God 

 

Prayer 

On the day when we celebrate the Church’s founding let us pray for her work across Christ’s 

world, in places whose stories we know and in places we can only leave to the knowledge of 

the heart of God. And especially we remember those places where those who confess Jesus as 

their Saviour are still persecuted for His sake. May they know the emboldening power of the 

Spirit of Pentecost and the loving assurance of the Comforter. 

We pray for the Church in our land of Scotland, for the Church of Scotland and all 

denominations that share her mission in cities, towns, villages and countryside and islands. 

Especially today we pray for those meeting in General Assembly. May they be guided by the 

Spirit and discern God’s will for the Church’s future and her witness. 

We pray for those experiencing illness in body or in mind, and for those who practise the 

healing arts of medicine and nursing. We remember families and communities emerging from 

pandemic still feeling the pain of loss of loved ones.  May they experience God’s love and 

comfort through our actions and our words. And as we pray for those whose are feeling 

despair through the loss of employment or opportunity, we also pray that despite our 

feebleness we, with the assurance of the Spirit, may bring hope through the practical resolve 

of a Church ready to play its part in the work of healing and renewal. 

 

We pray, Lord God, for peace in the world, for your Spirit of peace to be heard and heeded so 

that children need not sleep in fear and neighbours may live in amity.  And so we lift up to 

you, God of peace the peoples who live in the lands where Jesus walked,  

 

And we pray for ourselves and for each other, that we may know your presence filling and 

enlivening us by your Holy Spirit, that we may be known as your children and tell the world 

around us of your love.  We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Hymn O breath of life come sweeping through us 

 

Benediction 

Empowered by God’s Spirit, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude:  Marcietta (Little March) by Theodore Dubois, played by John Crombie. 


