
Prelude: ‘Andantino’ by César Franck played by John Crombie 

 

Words of Welcome: 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness.  We have 

come to this place and taken this time to bring our worship to God.  So we begin by singing 

Psalm 100  

 

Hymn:  All people that on earth do dwell 

 

Prayer: 

We come to you, Lord God, today and every day, because you are our Lord and our God.  

You are the one and only God, without whom nothing was made and besides whom there is 

no other.  You are the one who is love, and who in love tempers justice with mercy and 

righteousness with grace.  And you call us your people – any who will come to you with 

worship in their hearts and the desire to serve you.  You call us your people, those who bear 

your name as well as who carry your image.  For the wonder of being named and known and 

claimed by you, we give you thanks and praise. 

 As we worship you today we pray that we would again catch a glimpse of who you 

are and what it means to be called and claimed by you as your children.  We pray that you 

would fill us again with awe and with joy, which will fuel and direct our desire to serve you. 

 And, Lord God, as we bow before you, we ask your forgiveness: for we know, each 

one of us, that we have not perfectly served you or carried out your work in your world.  We 

know that we have fallen down so often.  Forgive us, we pray and restore us again, through 

the righteousness of Christ, given to us on his cross. 

 And hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us or debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen 

 

Reading: Mark 14:32-42  

 

We have come to the last part of Mark’s Gospel which we have yet to consider in one service 

or another: we covered the scenes from here on in Holy Week and at Easter.  So these are the 

last words which Mark has to give us.  And they are the last words I will have to give you and 

the last words which Jesus gave to his disciples. 

 Last words.  So often they are not what we would want them to be.  I have a friend 

whose father died recently.  During the weeks when he was losing strength she said that she 

would go and prune some bush in his garden.  “Don’t you blunt my secateurs!” he exclaimed.  

Shortly after he took a stroke.  He didn’t die then and did speak again, but at the time my 

friend said, “I don’t want that to be my Dad’s last words to me.” She wanted them to be 

words of love.  We all would, but life is not always like that, and death too often comes when 

we are still planning how it ought to be arranged. 

 Jesus has given his careful, thought-through final words to his disciples: he did it 

around the table in the upper room when he gave them the bread and wine to remember him 

by.  And he has warned them that they are all going to fall apart.  But what he hasn’t warned 

them about was that he too was going to fall apart – maybe he didn’t realise that until it 

happened.  Jesus, the leader, the parental figure of the group now becomes distressed and 

agitated.  Remember what it was like if you ever saw your parents weep?  If you saw them in 



deep distress – parents who were supposed to be the ones to look after you – even after you 

were grown up?  This is how it was for the disciples.  This distress of Jesus’ is not a calm 

sorrow; this is fear and agony of mind.  He knows what is coming – he has spoken of it often 

enough and calmly given a way to remember him.  But now the reality of it all, the nearness 

of it all overwhelms him.  Jesus is human, he is one of us.  Of course he fears and pleads and 

needs help.   

 “Remain here and keep watch.”  Keep watch, stay awake, the words which Jesus gave 

to his disciples when talking about the desolations coming to their world.  Now that same 

desolation has come to him.  He needs their watchfulness; he needs their presence: and they 

cannot give it.  They sleep.  Jesus can’t understand this.  If they can’t pray for and with him 

in his agony, can’t they see that they should pray for themselves?  “Keep awake and pray that 

you may not come into the time of trial…”  Three times Jesus prays and pleads with God in 

an agony of spirit and three times he finds that no one is with him.  No one understands what 

is going on.  No one can cope when the leader needs comfort; the helper, needs help. 

 And so apart from some agonised words spoken from the cross, words spoken mainly 

to God or to his torturers, the last words they will hear their leader say are: “Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest?  Enough!  The hour has come…Get up, let us be going.  See 

my betrayer is at hand.”   

 If the disciples had kept watch and prayed it would not have changed the outcome: the 

betrayal would still have happened, and the trial and the crucifixion would have followed: 

there was no way for that cup to pass from Jesus’ lips without him going back on what he had 

taught and been.  But even the strongest of us need comfort and help and companionship at 

times.  And no one wants their leader’s last words to them to be words of rebuke.  That could 

have been avoided if the disciples could have stayed awake. 

 And so we see the relevance of the words of warning that Jesus has so recently given 

and the advice that his friends should watch – you never know when God will need you.  You 

never know when God, when Christ, will need you: need you to be the one who sits with the 

friend in grief; be the one to listen to the tale of woe from a neighbour; pray with and for the 

person who is too much hurting to know how to pray for themselves.  And we see why it is 

important that we know communion with Christ in bead and wine; so that we may be the 

needed presence of Christ in the distress of the world.  We see why the most important thing 

that we can do in our lives and in our services of worship is to pray: for prayer connects us 

with God and prayer is the gift of love that we can give to the world.  So if I were to give you 

any last words, it would be to watch and pray – and I didn’t think of these words for myself!  

Watch and pray: watch with God and for God, with Christ and for Christ.  And pray – to God 

and with God, to Christ and with Christ, and remember that Christ prays for you and the Holy 

Spirit prays with you.  Because you never know when God might need you, watch and pray. 

 

Hymn:  From heaven you came, helpless babe 

 

Reading:  Philippians 4:1-9  

 

When a church goes into what we call a time of vacancy, in some ways it goes into the 

situation which was normal for the original Christian congregations.  The first century 

congregations didn’t have settled ministers, so far as we can tell, but were led by informal or 

more formalised groups of elders, put in place by Paul or Barnabas, or Peter or Apollos or 

whoever had brought the good news of Jesus to them in the first place.  The congregations 

were not leaderless any more than you will be from today, but it was not just one person’s 

vision and drive that took them forward. 



       This sounds ideal, and in many ways it is.  The congregation moving smoothly forward 

on the basis of everyone pitching in to serve their brothers and sisters and to serve their 

neighbours is how Church ought to be.  And it is how things would be if it weren’t that the 

saints who populate the church are also sinners.  That is another glory of being Church, of 

course, that God does not wait until in Christ we are made perfect before he calls and uses us 

in his work.  People often talk about saints and sinners as though they were different 

categories of people, but in fact there is no saint who is not also a sinner (although there are 

sinners who are not also saints!). 

      Look at the pair who are named by Paul - Euodia and Syntyche.  They are women who 

have worked hard with and for Paul in the cause of the Gospel.  They are definitely saints, but 

for some reason which we are not told, they have fallen out with each other.  This can happen 

with sinful saints, especially when they are working hard in the cause of the Gospel.  We can 

grow tired or can think that our own bit of the work is the only bit that matters. We don’t 

always agree about everything, which is why it is important that we remember to stand firm 

in the Lord, as Paul says.  

     Standing firm in the Lord means remembering what really matters.  It means keeping the 

Lord in the forefront of our minds, remembering Jesus, keeping our eyes fixed on him.  There 

was an old chorus which we used to sing in my far-off Sunday School days.  It said, 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face. 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of his glory and grace. 

It is when we keep our eyes on Jesus, when, as he told us, we learn to watch and pray with 

him, that we are best able to discern what things really matter and are worth battling for, and 

what things are peripheral to the faith, and can be let go. 

      That is an important thing to remember in these days of real change for the church, and 

for this church.  Not only are you going into vacancy, but it is a vacancy which you will be 

going through together as a union and a linkage which you didn’t have last time.  And it is at 

a time of enormous change within the Church of Scotland, changes which mean that you will 

not be able to seek a new minister right away, changes which mean that the way that you 

organise yourselves for worship and for fellowship and for outreach may need to be thought 

through again from first principles.  In all of this, watch and pray with Jesus.  Fix your eyes 

on him and stand firm in the Lord.   

     If all this sounds quite difficult, then remember that we are also called to rejoice in the 

Lord.  To stand firm in the Lord and to rejoice in him.  To serve God and his people should 

be a joyful thing, something which, even as it calls for effort and commitment, also gives joy 

to our lives, a spring to our step and hope in our vision.  It has been my joy to serve in 

Badenoch for these years, and to serve alongside you.  I know that we have laughed together 

many times, because whatever the struggles, laughter is the language of heaven and joy the 

sign of the presence of God.  As you go forward together, remember to rejoice, to enjoy being 

church, to enjoy being disciples of Christ.  It is a gift and a privilege. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 



anything worthy of praise, think about[f] these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you 

have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Hymn: What a friend we have in Jesus 

Prayers:   

Heavenly Father, on a day of endings and new beginnings we would thank you that in a 

world of change you alone are eternally consistent.  We thank you that Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow, and that as we have been able to trust you in the past so 

we know that you will prove trustworthy in the future.  As we place our trust in you, we ask 

that in changing times you would keep us from turning inwards and thinking only about the 

matters of this church, and we who are its members.  Help us to remember that you call us to 

live looking outward, living with your good news in our hearts and seeking ways to bring it to 

those around us.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

So we pray for our communities, and for the people who live here with us.  We pray for those 

who are trying to pick themselves up after a devastating year of restrictions, and who 

welcome the return of visitors; and we pray for those who are still afraid and who look on the 

visitors with suspicion.  We pray for those who come here for a break, that they will find the 

rest and beauty that they seek, and that they may also find you in the place and the people.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the young people of our community, praying for our schools and those who work 

there, praying that our children would grow in an atmosphere of love and acceptance.  And 

we pray for the older people in our community, who find life harder and often live with pain.  

May they find in the fullness of their days the ability to trace your presence though the story 

of their lives, and may they find your grace with them in their challenges.  Lord in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

And we pray that as we your children go forward with faith in you, so you would use us to 

bring in your kingdom here where we live and in the wider world.  In all we do and all that 

we are, may we hallow and honour your name, the name that you give us to share as your 

children, the name of Jesus himself.  We pray in that name and for his sake.  Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Look forward in faith 

 

Benediction: 

Grace, mercy, and peace be yours, now and always. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Rest upon you and remain with you, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Postlude: “Processional” by Boellmann played by Alan Buchan on the St, Bride’s organ. 
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