
December 15th 

Luke 1:62-66. His mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, 

praising God. If you had been rendered dumb, presumably by God, for nine 

months, would you want the first thing you said to be praise? Zechariah had not 

allowed his silence to embitter his spirit, frustrating as these months must have 

been. He does what he knows God wants and he is free to speak again, and full of 

wonder, he praises God. But the neighbours were full of fear. Not everyone reacts 

to God's work in the same way. 

Pray for those who do not approach Christmas with joy or wonder, but with more 

negative emotions. 

December 16th 

Luke 1:67-75. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. In the first part of his song of joy 

and prophecy Zechariah focuses on what God has done for his people. He sings of 

God raising up a mighty saviour in the house of David, and of how this is the 

fulfilment of prophecy and the keeping of promises made long ago. He rejoices the 

God's salvation means his people are free to service him without fear in holiness 

and righteousness for ever. 

Pray for the church, local and universal, that we may indeed use the freedom Jesus 

gives us to serve God in holiness and righteousness. 

December 17th 

Luke 1:76-80. To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death. This is perhaps the greatest need humanity has, the need for light in 

darkness, not just physical, but spiritual and emotional darkness. If you have ever 

been one of those in darkness: grief, depression, despair, hopelessness, then you 

will know how very desperate is the need for light. 

Pray for those who live in darkness, and ask God that this Christmas time they may 

be touched by the light of Christ. 

December 18th 

Luke 2:1-7. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem. Up until now we haven't met Joseph. He has been 

mentioned as Mary's future husband, but he hasn't come on stage, as it were. But 

now it is because of his ancestry that Mary travels to Bethlehem where Jesus is to 

be born. In Luke's account Joseph mainly has a background role to play, but that 

doesn't mean that he is not important. Everyone has important parts to play in 

God's plans, the people in the background as much as the people up front. 



Pray for those who feel unimportant to God today. If that is you, then pray for 

yourself, and remind yourself that God loves you. 

December 19th 

Luke 2:8-12. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people. We are 

right in the heart of the most familiar part of the story now. We know it well, but 

the news is still good and the joy it brings still fresh. And it still begins with the 

most humble of things: a baby in a manger. 

Rejoice! However you want to express it, in song, or dance, or smiling, or baking, 

or art work, or acts of kindness, or any other way. Rejoice! 

December 20th 

Luke 2:13-20. Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place. 

The Shepherds had the right idea. They didn't just enjoy or wonder at the Angels' 

song, they acted on the message. Sometimes we expect the full wonder of 

Christmas to come upon us without our making the time and effort to see it out for 

ourselves. Maybe we think that if we already know the story there can be no 

wonder left for us. 

Today make time to think about it all, to pray about it all, to ask God to show you 

again or in a new way the wonder of his love expressed in the child in the manger. 

December 21st 

Luke 2:21-24. They offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law. Mary 

and Joseph were being good parents, doing things by the book, the book of God' 

regulations and laws. Because they did what they should they were going to be in 

the right place at the right time to hear two amazing people say amazing things 

about this baby who was and was not theirs. 

Pray for those who find life too ordinary and seek for God only in the 

extraordinary. Ask God to help you yourself find him in your daily obedience. 

December 22nd 

Luke 2:25-35. This child is destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too. It is in what we oppose that 

our inner thoughts are often revealed. These words of Simeon are not often 

considered, yet what a good description of the life and ministry of Jesus they are! 

The baby did not stay in the manger. 



Prayerfully consider Simeon's description of Jesus' purpose. Simeon expected a 

complete change in his world. Has Jesus completely changed your world too? 

December 23rd 

Luke 2:36-38. She began to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. Jesus did not come only to redeem individual people, but 

to redeem whole societies and the whole world itself. As you plan your Christmas 

celebrations, large or small, don't forget the enormity of the event we are 

celebrating. It is not just for the children, nor is it just about your family. 

Pray praising God for the transformation Jesus brings and asking for his 

transformation on parts of the world or society which most need them. 

December 24th 

Luke 2:39-40. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 

favour of God was upon him. Tonight many Christians will metaphorically draw 

together in worship around the manger. It is right that we should. But in these 

devotions we leave the story with the child Jesus going off to grow up in obscurity, 

not watched, not known, not worshipped. And tomorrow. Or the next day, or after 

Twelfth Night when your life goes back to what is usual, don't forget that because 

of Jesus the favour of God is also with you. 

Pray for all the different church services, in person or online, which will lead 

people to worship our Lord today and tomorrow. 

 


