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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

FOLLOW THE NEWS
If you are unable to a�end church and have computer 
access, you can see all the news and the sermons on 
www.stbrides-newtonmore.org.uk
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Your minister,

Catherine Buchan

Many people don't like the idea of change in the 
abstract but are happy with specific changes that come 
their way.  I hope that this change is one that you will 
appreciate – the first issue of the newsle�er for the 
linked charges of Kingussie with Laggan and 
Newtonmore.  I was delighted when the idea of pu�ng 
out a joint newsle�er came up at Kingussie Session, 
and not just because it is easier for me!  One of the 
good things about being a linked charge is that the 
different halves of the linkage should know more about 
each other, and what is going on in the neighbouring 
parish.  That way we will understand each other be�er, 
pray for each other be�er, inspire each other more and 
work together be�er.

As linked congrega�ons we want to do more than have 
shares in the minister's �me.  We want to do things 

So reading the newsle�er Kingussie people will learn 
something about the twinning that Laggan and 
Newtonmore have with the Czech Republic, while 
those of you from Laggan and Newtonmore will see 
that Kingussie are planning a Future Focus day to 
consider seriously the future direc�on of the church.  

There have been a lot of changes to the lives our 
churches over the past twelve months, as we strive to 
find the way to be the best churches for our 
communi�es in these days.  I would like to record my 
thanks to many, especially the members of the Kirk 
Sessions, but also others, who have worked very hard 
to make these changes run smoothly, and who are 
prepared to con�nue to work hard so that we can be 
the best that we can be, not for our own sake but to 
give God the glory and be of use to our neighbours.

together.  This is why the Sessions recently met 
together to agree that from the autumn we will hope 
that Gillian Orr, currently the Presbytery Youth worker, 
will be allowed to change her job descrip�on so that 
half of her �me is spent with our two churches as a 
Children's and Family worker.  More of that next �me!  
Doing things together is also why the Kingussie 
Communion Sunday has been changed from the 
beginning of October to the first Sunday in September, 
which this year is September 1st.  

This joint newsle�er will be prepared for circula�on in 
February, May, August and November.  Informa�on for 
this can be sent to Roy Alexander by e-mail at 
roya@a9partnership.co.uk early in each of these 
months as he coordinates the produc�on. 

NEWSLETTERFUTURE FOCUS IN KINGUSSIE
On Saturday 28th September all members of Kingussie 
Parish Church are urged to par�cipate in a day-long 
Future Focus programme.  Led by a trained facilitator, 
Rona Nicolson, this day will look at the past and present 
of Kingussie church and community in order to help us 
determine our priori�es as a congrega�on for the next 
five years.  Each person in the congrega�on has their 
own perspec�ve on this, and we want all opinions to be 
heard as we plan and move forward, so please plan to 
be there if you possibly can.  The day will begin at 10 
a.m. and finish mid-a�ernoon.  It will be fun as well as 
important!

  
Over past years the various Highland presbyteries 
have talked about how they might help each other 
fulfil the expecta�ons and legal requirements asked 
of them by the law and by the Church of Scotland.  
Now there is conversa�on going on about how a 
more formal grouping might be formed to be a 
presbytery of the Highlands.  Discussions are at an 
early stage, but it is clear to all, that when this comes 

At the General Assembly in May of this year various 
far-reaching decisions were made about the way in 
which the Church of Scotland goes about its work, 
both in terms of what our priori�es should be, and in 
terms of how we can best streamline our structures 
so that maintaining them does not take all our �me 
and energy.  One of the decisions taken was that the 
current 46 Sco�sh presbyteries should be replaced 
by just twelve bigger groupings.  For those who are 
not sure what the presbytery is, it is a gathering of 
ministers and elders from each of the Church of 
Scotland congrega�ons in a given area.  We are part 
of Abernethy Presbytery which is one of the smaller 
of the mainland groupings, in terms of the number 
of churches covered (not in geographical area!).  
Abernethy Presbytery extends from Laggan 
(including Kinlochlaggan and Dalwhinnie) in the 
south and west to Tomintoul, and up as far as 
Cromdale to the north. 

CHANGES IN THE OFFING

to pass the way that people over such a great 
distance will work together will have to be different 
from the current pa�ern of monthly mee�ngs.  The 
hope is that a bigger and be�er presbytery 
structure should be able to give more support to the 
mission and ministry of the various congrega�ons.  
Rev Catherine Buchan is part of these discussions 
and will keep us posted!
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CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS

COFFEE AT NEWTONMORE

This is just a reminder that coffee is now served 
before the service at Newtonmore, from about 
10.50am.  Coffee-drinkers are asked to remember 
that the coffee will stop being served at 11.15am 
so that people can drink up and be in their places to 
prepare for worship in good �me.



A service of linkage took place on Tuesday 23rd April 
in Kingussie Church.  Rev Mary Duncanson 
conducted the service and the Presbytery Clerk Rev 
Jim McEwan preached the sermon.  Un�l the end of 
June, Rev Catherine Buchan will take the Sunday 
service in Kingussie every week but therea�er she 
will conduct two services in each church every three 
weeks. 

Telephone 01479 810004 or e-mail Steve at steve@ct4u.co.uk

You can do this  by ge�ng in touch with 
“Where2Today?” at the charity office. They would 
love to hear from you!

th
On Sunday 29  September, the Chorale are 
singing at Ballater in Glenmuick Church at 
6.30pm.  

BADENOCH CHORALE

Prac�ces have now resumed for the winter 
session.  The Chorale will par�cipate in the 
Presbytery Songs of Praise service in Kingussie 

stChurch on Sunday 1  September.

The annual coffee morning will be in St Bride's on 
th

Saturday 5  October from 10.15am to Noon when 
the Chorale will entertain. 

LAGGAN PICNIC

The annual picnic arranged by the Laggan 
Community was held at Loch Laggan on Sunday 
28th July.  There was a shower of rain, but this did 
not dampen the ac�vity.  Some keen souls did 
manage to experience the cold waters of Loch 
Laggan and there was much hilarity among those 
taking part in some unusual sports and games- 
sand skiing, anyone?  As usual there was an 
excellent barbeque. Unfortunately, we were not 
privy to any of the secrets of the new James Bond 
film!  Our picture shows Alan Buchan relaxing a�er 
his swim!

LAGGAN ORGAN

Following a visit of the Society of Organists to 
Laggan Church on a tour of organs in our area, a 
volunteer offered to rec�fy the longstanding 
problems with the opera�on of the organ.  David 
Loosely took the organ apart and has sa�sfactorily 
repaired it.  The improvement in the sound is very 
no�ceable and organist Liz Thomson is delighted. 

LINKAGE WITH KINGUSSIE

from 10.15am

by Alan Buchan at 7.30pm

Saturday 21st September

Saturday 5th October

from 10.00am to 12.30pm

Badenoch Chorale coffee morning

Thursday 5th September

in Kingussie at 6.00pm

Organ recital in Kingussie

Sale at Laggan (including venison)

Presbytery Songs of Praise services
Sunday 1st September

EVENTS

TWINNED CONGREGATION 

These windows took the project slightly over 
budget.  The cost was covered by a loan from 
central funds of the Evangelical Church of the 
Czech Brethren, but of course this will have to be 
repaid.  The Kirk Session recently agreed that we 
would send a dona�on towards the windows as 
a token of our shared life.  The amount has yet to 
be determined, but in the meanwhile, if anyone 
would like to make a personal dona�on towards 
this cause, please speak to our treasurer, Roy 
Alexander.

In June Laggan and Newtonmore's twinned 
congrega�on of Libiš and Kostalec in the Czech 
Republic completed the cleaning up and 
renova�on their main sanctuary in Libiš.  They 
reopened with a Gala day for the whole 
community on June 9th (Pentecost) and our 
church was represented by Ian Hall who was 
delighted to be there and see how the church 
has been transformed, both within and outside.  
The garden around the church is now a space 
that can be used for community events, while 
the church has been repaired, painted and given 
new windows.

The stall at the Highland Games raised £310.50.

FUNDRAISING

Our efforts for Chris�an Aid (Laggan and 
Newtonmore) raised £248.50.

Takings at the games were down this year due to 
the weather (too hot for soup!)

Communion will be celebrated in morning worship 
on 1st September..  9.30 a.m. in Laggan, 10.30 a.m. 
in Kingussie and 11.30 a.m. in Newtonmore.  In 
Laggan and Newtonmore the re�ring offering will 
be for the work of Crossreach..

COMMUNION 
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In Kingussie the most important property ma�er is 
the need to replace the boiler, since the old one has 
become more than temperamental.  This is going 
ahead, but the first stage of the work is to have any 
traces of asbestos removed from the boiler house.  
This work is in hand and will be followed by the 
installa�on of a new boiler, in �me for next winter.  

The Kingussie Manse is currently up for sale and at 
the �me of wri�ng has had four people seeking to 
view.  

A�er the Newtonmore no�ce board was damaged 
by winds a few months ago, and since the Laggan 
no�ce board was inaccurate following the Union, 
two new boards have been purchased, partly by 
dona�on and partly from insurance money.  These 
have now been put in place by a team of helpers, 
whom we thank.

PROPERTY MATTERS

Services are held each Sunday

 Newtonmore  11.30am 
 Kingussie  10.30am 

On the third Sunday of the month there is 
a short evening service in Insh Village 
Church at 6.00pm.

On the last Sunday of the month Messy 
Church meets at 4.00pm in Newtonmore.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES

 Laggan    9.30am 
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