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FOLLOW THE NEWS
If you are unable to a�end church and have computer 
access, you can see all the news and the sermons on 
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CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS

A�er that a team of us were busy pu�ng on the Bubblegum 
and Fluff programme for the Primary 6 children, not just of 
our parishes but of the wider Badenoch area.  As we helped 
them unpack what Christmas is really about, peeling off the 
fluff that has accrued to find something really good inside, it 
was a real joy to watch the enthralled, engaged faces.  And a 
real joy to work with such a good team.

In October we came into our Union, combining the two 
congrega�ons in one, albeit with two places of worship to 
serve our sca�ered area.  That was no small thing to do, and 
that it happened with such good grace and even hints of 
excitement is something for which I am personally very 
grateful.  There are s�ll some li�le bedding-in ma�ers being 
worked out, but it says so much for the grace of our church 
people that the whole change has happened so easily. 

That was the beginning of December and of course the end 
brought Christmas with its celebra�ons and services, 
including two watchnight services, a Christmas morning 
service, which was very well-a�ended, and Christmas Messy 
Church, which was a riot (in a good way).  Before any of that 
happened, the Church Christmas card was designed and 
printed and distributed, this year also to Laggan Parish, which 
was a new departure.

The last few months have been very busy ones for us in the 
church and it is good to pause and think about all that we have 
done.

 

The new year has seen our new Kirk Session teams ge�ng 
started in their various tasks – worship, pastoral care, 
outreach, property, finance and children's work (in absolutely 
no par�cular order) and I am glad to see so many people 
taking up a role in one or other of these areas.  
 
And so to the next challenge.  One of the reasons – not the 
only one- why we came into Union was to make easier a 
projected Linkage with Kingussie Parish Church.  A linkage is 
what Laggan and St Bride's previously had and it involves 
sharing the services of the Minster and her related costs – 
Council tax, manse upkeep, travel expenses, and telephone, 
as well as pulpit supply when this is required. Over �me, as 
happened with us here, it may mean that some shared 
aspects of ministry are developed.  
 

Before we can go ahead with this Linkage, we must call a 
congrega�onal mee�ng to approve the idea and the formal 
Basis of Linkage, which the presbytery has dra�ed out.  As you 
will see elsewhere in this Newsle�er, we propose to have that 
mee�ng following a joint service on Sunday 17th March.  At 
that mee�ng all who are members or adherents, which mainly 
means those regularly associated with the congrega�on (we 
are one congrega�on now, thought worshipping in two 
places) will have a vote on the basis of linkage.  

Personally, this change will be the biggest challenge to me, but 
it is one that I relish, partly because I know that the people of 
Laggan and Newtonmore church have the gi�s, the faith and 
the confidence to get on with being church in worship and 
service, even when I am not available.  I hope and expect that I 
will find the same is true of the people of Kingussie Church.

However the Basis of Linkage is purely a formal document and 
does not answer the ques�ons that most of us might have.  
These ques�ons revolve around two ma�ers: How do we 
share expenses; and what about Sunday mornings?  A�er 
discussion between our Kirk Session and Kingussie Kirk 
Session, it is proposed that we share the ministry-related 
expenses on a 50/50 basis.  In effect this means that we will 
get a contribu�on towards the minister's expenses and this 
will free up some income for other purposes.  Regarding 
Sunday mornings, we propose that each of the three churches 
should change their service �me as that is the only way we can 
see that the Linkage will be fair and workable.  So Laggan 
church would meet at 9.30 a.m., Kingussie at 10.30 a.m. and 
St. Bride's at 11.30 a.m.  The eagle eyed will realise that this 
does not give much �me between services!  The minister will 
go to two of the three churches each week, on a rota�onal 
basis, with others, including our own worship team, filling in 
the gaps, and where the travel �me is �ght for a Newtonmore 
service, there will be someone available to begin the service in 
the confidence that the minister is on her way!

Your minister,

Catherine Buchan

th
          March 13        Laggan

th          
          March 27  Laggan

th          March 20       Newtonmore

· to promote the work of CrossReach in our parishes and communi�es;

· to keep our congrega�ons informed about the work of CrossReach, in par�cular the work of counselling 

services, demen�a care, care of older people, and work around substance misuse and homelessness, all of 

which are the in Inverness area.  Also care of older people in Nairn;

PRESBYTERY FRIEND OF CROSSREACH PLEDGE

· to encourage par�cipa�on in CrossReach campaigns, including CrossReach Grey cakes, highligh�ng mental 

health issues;

This year for Lent the Kirk Session has agreed that we try something that is, for us, different. We will gather on each of 
the Wednesdays in Lent at 5.30 p.m. for a short �me (20 minutes) of prayer and reflec�on.  Since we would want to 
share this between us, we will meet in either Laggan or Newtonmore and the schedule will look like this:

th          March 6         Newtonmore

We, the Presbytery of Abernethy, pledge:

· to pray for all the staff, clients and work of CrossReach;

· to fundraise in support of CrossReach's work throughout Scotland;

· to share examples of Highland social care ini�a�ves on the Church of Scotland's Social Care Forum 

website:  www.socialcareforum.scot

LENT PRAYERS

th            
          April 10  Laggan

th          April 17        Newtonmore    (Holy Week)

I hope you will consider joining in this devo�onal ac�vity if you are available.   You may find that one or two people 
other than the minister will take a lead some evenings.

rd          April 3           Newtonmore

http://www.socialcareforum.scot
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Both concerts are a must for music lovers!

CONCERTS

thOn Saturday 27  April at 7.30pm there will be a classical 
guitar recital by John Mills formerly a professor at the 

th
Royal Academy of Music, London.  He is now in his 57  
year of performing and plays in the style of the legendary 
Spanish guitarist Segovia.

nd
On Tuesday 2  April at 7.30pm there will be a return visit 
of Kosmos who last played in St Bride's in November 2016.  
Violinist Harriet MacKenzie has visited several �mes 
before with The Sutherland Duo and Retorica, and since 
her last visit has been making a great name for herself as a 
soloist playing with various orchestras. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
INCLUDING STATED ANNUAL 
MEETING

thOn Sunday 17  March the Kirk Session has agreed that 
we will hold a joint service in St Bride's beginning at 10-
30a.m. ( Please note the �me). This will be a 
celebra�on of our unity in faith and purpose. Following 
the service we will hold an important congrega�onal 
mee�ng and you are encouraged to a�end. This 
mee�ng will include the Stated Annual Mee�ng of the 
congrega�on - our first together - and it will also be 
when we look at and vote on the idea of linking with 
Kingussie Church as proposed in the Abernethy 
Presbytery plan. By beginning the service early (for St 
Bride's) there will be plenty of �me for all ques�ons to 
be considered. The mee�ng will be followed by a Soup 
and Pudding lunch and it would be great if everyone 
planned to a�end. It will be an important milestone for 
our church.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The December communion collec�ons for CrossReach 
raised a sum of £141.  The Christmas collec�ons for 
Embrace the Middle East amounted to £288, and on the 
Sunday when Will Carey covered the subject of 
homelessness, £250 was collected for The Connec�on at 
St Mar�ns-in-the-Fields for their work with the homeless.

stOn 31  March we will think about Lent and the approach 
to Holy Week.

MESSY CHURCH

Messy Church did not meet in January because of 
sickness in the primary school and it seemed inadvisable 
to gather children together.

thOn 24  February, we will be thinking about God's 
promises, with the usual ac�vity and fun.

thApril Messy Church will be on Sunday 28 , a week a�er 
Easter and we will be having a celebra�on worth wai�ng 
for! As ever children should bring an adult, but adults 
need not bring a child. All ages are welcome and catered 
for!

thMaundy Thursday 18  April -  Laggan at 7.00pm

These will be as follows:-

EASTER SERVICES

thGood Friday 19  April  -  Newtonmore at 7.00pm

There will be the normal services in both churches on 
Easter Sunday.

The Badenoch Chorale will be singing in Fearn Abbey 
thnear Tain on Sunday 19  May.  This is likely to be an early 

evening concert and full details will be available in due 
course from members of the chorale.  A concert is also 
being arranged for Kingussie Church but again, as yet, 
final details are not available. 

COMMUNION

CHURCH FINANCE

Thanks were expressed to all congrega�ons in the 
Presbytery for their support of the Food Bank in 
Aviemore.

There is now a new bank account for Laggan and 
Newtonmore Church of Scotland.  The exis�ng 
individual church accounts will remain in place to save 
the renewal of exis�ng standing orders.  Funds will be 
transferred to this new account every month and any 
new standing orders will automa�cally pay into this new 
account. 

thAt the mee�ng on 5  February, Presbytery approved 
that the charge of Abernethy linked with Boat of 
Garten, Carrbridge, and Kincardine become a 
reviewable charge and a basis of guardianship was 
agreed for Tomintoul, Glenlivet and Inveravon.  These 
arrangements allow the former to seek a new minister 
and the la�er to seek a locum minister for two days a 
week plus a Sunday.

PRESBYTERY

Presbytery also approved a pledge, included in the 
Newsle�er, to support the work of CrossReach through 
prayer, promo�on of their work, keeping congrega�ons 
informed, encouraging par�cipa�on in CrossReach 
campaigns and through fundraising. 

BADENOCH CHORALE

The next quarterly communion services will be held on 
rdSunday 3  March 2019 at 10.00am in Laggan and 

11.15am in Newtonmore.  The re�ring collec�on will be 
for Dr Sarah Pickworth who is currently working in 
Nepal. 
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