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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK
People have suddenly started saying to me “You must be
so busy!” It almost feels like Christmas, which is when
people usually make such comments. But of course, these
comments refer to our recent linkage with Kingussie and
the changes in my working pa ern.
Yes, I am busy, especially in these ﬁrst few weeks as I get
used to a diﬀerent way of working and to how things are
in Kingussie. I am busy, but not overwhelmed. Some mes
it feels as though there are a lot of balls to keep up in the
air like a juggler, but then I remember that the juggler
does not look at all the balls at once. What I need to focus
on – as do we all – is following Jesus. If I keep my focus on
Jesus, if I keep my mind set on God, then everything else
will ﬁnd a proper perspec ve.
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Groverprint & Design (Newtonmore)

Of course it is not just me who has to get used to things.
All of us have changes to accommodate. The new service
mes will take a bit of remembering and of publicising.
My hope is that as we get used to mee ng in Laggan at 930a.m. and Newtonmore at 11-30a.m.we can also ﬁnd
ways of making changes work for our beneﬁt. In
Newtonmore already we are trying out the idea of tea
and coﬀee before the service. It will take a few weeks
before the best way of doing this is perfected – pa ence is
always a virtue - and one thing I hope everyone will
remember is that the chat should ﬁnish well before 1130a.m., so that people can have some minutes of quiet
prepara on for worship.
Elsewhere in the newsle er you will ﬁnd informa on
about summer ac vi es – the Church and Community
Picnic and the Highland Games outreach. Now that we
are one church. these are no longer divided up as Laggan
and St Bride's even although one does take place in
Laggan and the other in Newtonmore.
About the me this newsle er comes out, I will be away
at the General Assembly (18th to 24th May). There are big
changes in the structure fo the Church of Scotland being
proposed, both at na onal level and at Presbytery level
and in me these will also ﬁlter down to have some eﬀect
at our local level but as yet we do not yet know what will
aﬀect us. One of the things by which I have been greatly

encouraged is that with all the local changes which have
already taken place, you have all been so accep ng and
posi ve. It really helps me to do my busy job, when I
know how well I am supported by the Kirk Session and
the members and adherents of the church, so I want to
take this opportunity to thank you for this.

Your minister,
Catherine Buchan

PRESBYTERY
Alvie and Insh linked with Aviemore will shortly have a new
minister. Rev Charles Finnie who is moving north from
Burnfoot, Hawick.
Abernethy Presbytery has been holding joint mee ngs with
Lochaber Presbytery in recent months. A joint mee ng with
Inverness Presbytery has recently been arranged to see how
we might establish a working rela onship. There is pressure
within the Church of Scotland to reduce the number of
presbyteries and locally there is a wish to co-operate in
advance of any real ac vity on this front.
Rev Catherine Buchan will cease to be moderator at the end of
June. The new moderator will be Mary Stewart, an elder from
Aviemore Church.

BADENOCH CHORALE
The Badenoch Chorale will be singing in Kingussie Church on
Sunday 2nd June at 7.00pm. The concert will have a varied
programme, similar to the one performed in Fearn Abbey on
Sunday 19th May. Dona ons will support Chorale costs which
basically consist of the purchase of music and the use of St
Bride's for prac ces on a Sunday night.

FOLLOW THE NEWS
If you are unable to a end church and have computer
access, you can see all the news and the sermons on
www.stbrides-newtonmore.org.uk
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LINKAGE WITH KINGUSSIE

COFFEE BEFORE CHURCH

A service of linkage took place on Tuesday 23rd April
in Kingussie Church. Rev Mary Duncanson
conducted the service and the Presbytery Clerk Rev
Jim McEwan preached the sermon. Un l the end of
June, Rev Catherine Buchan will take the Sunday
service in Kingussie every week but therea er she
will conduct two services in each church every three
weeks.

With the change of the Newtonmore service me
to 11-30a.m. there is now a social coﬀee half hour
before church from 10-45a.m. to which all are
welcome.

COMMUNION
The next quarterly communion services will be held
nd
on Sunday 2 June 2019 at 9.30am in Laggan and
11.30am in Newtonmore. The re ring collec on at
both services will be for Chris an Aid when the
envelope for this purpose can be returned.

CHURCH SERVICES
While our minister is se ling in to Kingussie, the
services on the following Sundays will be conducted
as follows:LAGGAN
nd
2 June
16th June

Rev Mary Ellen Thomson
Worship Group

OUTREACH EVENTS

CHRISTIAN AID

rd

Saturday 3 August
Newtonmore Highland Games
st

Messy Church con nues to meet at 4-00p.m. on the
last Sunday of each month except July. Due to
illness at Newtonmore School, January's mee ng
had to be cancelled but in February the church was
full to burs ng when we looked at God's promises.
In March we took a Lenten journey all the way to
the last supper and in April, Easter was celebrated
with microwave cakes, decora ve palms and the
most beau ful pictures of the Cross you have ever
seen. In May we intend to be using the theme of
children being important to God.
Every Messy Church is for everyone, young and old
(but young must bring an adult). There is also a
coﬀee and chat corner for those who would rather
do that, and of course we share a meal at the end of
our me together. If you would like to spend a really
happy hour and a half, you should come along and
join in! No one ever leaves us sad.

NEWTONMORE
9th June
Rev Mary Duncanson
th
24 June
Worship Group

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME

With Chris an Aid being the recipient of the
re ring collec on a er the June communion
services, The Worship Group will be promo ng the
work of Chris an Aid when they conduct the
th
services on Sunday 19 May when our minister will
be a ending the General Assembly in Edinburgh.
The theme for Chris an Aid week is 'All mums
should live' and envelopes promo ng this are
enclosed should you wish to make a contribu on
to their work.

LIBIS UPDATE
th

On Sunday 9 June at 2-00p.m. our partner church
in Libis will be celebra ng the reopening of their
church. They will be star ng with a service in the
renovated church and this will be followed by a
gathering in the church garden when there will be
a theatrical play, music and refreshments. The roof
and facade are ﬁnished as is the restora on of the
main door and the weathercock on the roof. They
plan to replace the windows as well. There has
been good local support for the renova on as well
as receiving funds from foreign and local donors.
We wish them well in their work. Ian Hall will be
represen ng us on 9th June and conveying our good
wishes.

CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS

You can do this by ge ng in touch with
“Where2Today?” at the charity oﬃce. They would
love to hear from you!

Saturday 21 September
Church Sale at Laggan (with venison)
All are welcome to take part in these ac vi es.

OUTREACH GROUP
The Outreach Group has six members drawn from
both congrega ons and is one of the several groups
formed following the Union, to help to run the
ac vi es of the church. The remit of this group is to
“Work with the other groups to reach out into the
community through ac vi es and social events”.
The group meet every two months and report back
to Kirk Session. In between we o en meet face to
face and all of us use e-mail. We ac vely involve
other members of the congrega ons. When we got
together for our ﬁrst mee ng we discovered just
how many outreach events there were. These
ranged from giving a Christmas card to every
household in the parish, welcome packs to new
residents, to providing tea for the Laggan 10k race.
A er the summer we will be ready to explore new
ini a ves and welcome sugges ons from both
congrega ons.
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Minister:

The Community Car Scheme is looking for more
volunteers! Would you like to help someone in your
community who lives alone and is struggling to get
out and about?

th

Sunday 28 July
Picnic and barbecue on Loch Laggan sands

Treasurer:
Rev Catherine Buchan
The Manse, Fort William Road, Newtonmore PH20 1DG
Tel: 01540 673238 E-mail: cbuchan@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clark:
Alison Armstrong
Dalchully, Strathmashie, Laggan, PH20 1BU
Tel: 01528 544201 E-mail: alisonmabel@hotmail.com

Roy Alexander
Lochnagar, Main Street, Newtonmore PH20 1DR
Tel: 01540 673422 E-mail: roya@a9partnership.co.uk
Property Convenor:
George Alder
Shanvall, Glentruim Road, Newtonmore PH20 1BE
Tel: 01540 673213 E-mail: george.alder@yahoo.co.uk

Telephone 01479 810004 or e-mail Steve at steve@ct4u.co.uk
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