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LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION  

Minutes of meeting held via Zoom on 16th March 2021 DRAFT 

 

1.Welcome. Rev. Catherine Buchan welcomed everyone including members of Kingussie Session for 

the Easter Services discussion and opened the meeting with a Bible reading and prayer. 

 

2.Easter and re-opening the Church buildings. 

It was agreed it was time to re start Sunday services, in line with Scottish Governments’s regulations. 

Eg 2m distance, hand sanitising, masks worn. Singing is not yet allowed, or Sunday School. Outside 

people can only gather in groups up to 4, from 2 households. If more people come than there is legal 

capacity for, elders will leave making room for them. 

The offering plate will be available at the door, but still dedicated during the service. 

Door duty people will have to be prepared to advise people re requirements (mask, hand sanitiser) 

guide them to their seats, and keep a count of attenders, advising elders they need to leave if there 

is not enough room. Those who are happy to do this to let Alison know for Laggan, Catherine for 

St.Bride’s. 

There would still be a service available on line, for those unable to attend.  

Catherine will send a letter with this information to all members, emailing where possible, put notices 

in the noticeboards, advise the paper, and there will be info on the website and Kingussie Facebook 

page. 

It will not be possible at this stage to include Insh church due to the small number who would be 

allowed to attend. 

Fabric convenors have to complete the checklist for re-opening and send it to the Presbytery Clerk 

As the services will be shorter Catherine is going to go to all 3 churches initially. Laggan time remains 

9.30am, St Bride’s now 10.30am, Kingussie 11.30am, partly as it makes sense re travel time, but also 

to allow Kingussie church to also accommodate Catholic worshippers whose church is currently 

unable to be used. 

Kingussie members left at this point. 

Holy Week was then discussed (to be discussed with Kingussie at their next Session Meeting). It was 

agreed there would be a Maundy Thursday service in St. Bride’s (no Communion) and online for Good 

Friday 

 

2:Present. Rev Catherine Buchan, Alison Armstrong, Campbell Slimon, Phyllis Henderson, Roy 

Alexander, Beth Alder, Morag Barr, Jean Slimon, Graham Grant, Lesley Gorman, Mary Kirk, Hilda 

Saunders 

In attendance George Alder 

 

3.Apologies. Ray Ritchie, Heather Bruce, Ian Hall,  

 

4.Approval of Session Minutes held on 19/01/2021 

Approved Phyllis Henderson, Seconded, Beth Alder 
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 5. Matters Arising. .  Business size church info cards to be continued, Communications team new 

members Catherine suggested a joint team with Kingussie which was approved. Church website 

Helen Peebles has successfully deputised for Ian in putting the service on line, work on the new 

website is starting soon. Laggan toilets  HC are continuing the Comfort Scheme until the Laggan issues 

are resolved. Newtonmore Vestibule George to report later in meeting.  Card to Ann Hay Lesley  has 

delivered. Report based on Session buildings discussion has been sent to Presbytery  by Catherine.  

Dalwhinnie Community Council to be contacted re church info Catherine. Catherine reported 

Presbytery has funds which churches can apply to for something helpful in missions/services. She 

plans to apply to this for broadband coverage in the churches. 

 

6: Minister’s Report: Bill Knox has died. The funeral will be in Laggan Church on Tuesday 23rd March 

10am. A card will be sent to his wife Pat and family from the church. 

.  

7: Safeguarding Report: No updates. 

 

8: Financial Report: The Accounts have previously been circulated. Roy reported we have done well 

considering the circumstances, there is a deficit of £1, congregational givings have been good. The 

accounts were approved. Catherine to sign and return to Roy. Everyone is very grateful to Roy for 

compiling them. 

 

9: Church Rolls. Phyllis has been maintaining these, they are all up to date but she would like to pass 

them on to someone else to do. It involves keeping a note of admissions/demissions etc and making 

sure everything is correct for the end of year statistics. It needn’t be an elder. Roy agreed to take 

them on until a volunteer is found. Thanks to Phyllis for all the years she has done them. 

 

10: Community Food Table. This is different to a Food bank which people need vouchers for. It is 

basically a table of food which people can help themselves to, there is one in Kingussie. Catherine 

has spoken to the Co-op manager, there is a 4 hour gap where fresh food can be given away, 8pm till 

midnight. It was suggested that St. Bride’s could be used for this, 1 or 2 nights a week, someone 

would need to be present. This was agreed, Catherine will discuss further with the Co-op manager. 

 

11: Property Report : (report attached)  Permission was given for George to track down all 

keyholders for both churches. 

It was agreed that research should be done into finding wholly renewable electricity providers. 

George and Roy to liaise on this. 

Re churches opening, cleaners to be advised and the flower people. Campbell will pass this on to 

Sheena. Catherine will speak to Ann Hay, and remind her to claim expenses from Roy. 

 

12: Reports from other Session Groups: Outreach group reported Highland Games may be going 

ahead, in which case the Church stall will need to be discussed at our next meeting. 

 

13: Presbytery Report : There was no meeting in March. In February’s one the main focus was the 

formation of the Highland Presbytery which is proving tricky. There is also some doubt that any of 
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the new mission development staff workers promised will come our way, as there are priorities in 

other Presbyteries. 

 

14: AOCB  - Lesley suggested that Messy Church kids were each given The Real Easter Egg which also 

contains the Easter story, like last year. Catherine to follow up. 

 

15. DONM Monday 19th April  2021 7.00pm  

 

The meeting closed in prayer.    DRAFT 


