
 

45 
 

LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION  

Minutes of meeting held in St.Bride’s 13/09/21 (after a joint meeting with Kingussie) 

DRAFT 

1.Welcome. This meeting carried on from the joint meeting, which had opened with devotions 

2:Present, Mary Stewart Interim Moderator, Alison Armstrong, Campbell Slimon, Phyllis Henderson, 

Beth Alder, Jean Slimon, Lesley Gorman, Roy Alexander 

 In attendance: Rev. Mary Ellen Thomson, George Alder, Tom Bowker 

 

3.Apologies. Ray Ritchie, Heather Bruce, Hilda Saunders, Mary Kirk, Graham Grant, Ian Hall,Morag 

Barr 

 

4.Approval of Session Minutes held on 13/7/21 

. 

Approved Phyllis Henderson, Seconded, Roy Alexander 

 

5. Matters Arising. Digital Church update: Discussed in joint meeting.Church sale Campbell and 

Outreach Team. Jamaha are no longer supplying the venison, it will be Ben alder, cluny and 

Ardverikie. Coul and Dalchully have donated financially. Beth to email posters to Mary Ellen who will 

distribute in Kingussie and Alison who will give copies for Campbell and Jean to place in relevant 

places. Mission and buildings report discussion for Presbytery.  It was agreed to remove the sentence 

about Laggan becoming a possible heritage for now. It was agreed Beth’s sentence A building will 

always be needed for communal worship, weddings, baptisms and funerals but does not necessarily 

have to be an existing church building owned by the CofS. There are other possibilities e.g Charitable 

Trusts is added. Mary S and Alison will update report and send to Presbytery by the end ofSeptember 

New organist Roy will speak to Liz next week. Church Manse -discussed in joint meeting  St.Bride’s 

keys – George has gathered loads of keys in, a lot of them are not needed. He will update the list of 

who should have them. It was suggested that the Undertakers should each have a key .Church and 

Manse grass Jean asking the person who cuts the church grass to do the manse. Clearing out church 

and gardens, still to happen. Boundary of Old Manse Roy, following up. Flower list has restarted. 

Newsletter – Alison, Roy and Jean met to update the distribution list as there were some gaps. It was 

decided to continue to email as many as possible, but make sure printed copies were available to 

those  who preferred.   National Giving Day, Roy and Ian  presented this at St. Bride’s on 12th, Laggan 

will be 19th. 

 

6. Interim Moderator’s Report : Mary has been visiting the churches and meeting people, and hopes 

people feel encouraged to contact her with any issues. Mary Ellen reminded people to let her know 

of any pastoral visits needed, and is happy to help with newsletter distribution. 

7. Approval of George Alder as Elder. This was unanimously approved. The Ordination Service will 

be delayed until Beth has recovered from her operation and can attend. (NB, George is the Older 

Alder Elder!) 

 



 

46 
 

8. Financial Report: The bank balance is £1002 ahead of last year, with £3750 of Gift aid to be 

claimed, and £400 from Kingussie. Laggan bank account is being closed, all contributors have now 

move to the new bank account. It would be good if anyone knew who the signatories were. 

 

9. Property Report: The 3 property registers need to be signed then submitted. 

Angus Armstrong submitted a report on Laggan Church, after an inspection he and Campbell carried 

out, there is a lot needing done. He recommended the bell rope is not replaved as he is nervous about 

the state of the bell tower. Campbell to contact Ronnie McPherson. 

The porch at St. Bride’s needs some attention, and the damp patch on the church ceiling needs 

painted, Roy to contact Roddy Mcleod. 

 

10. Reports from other Session Groups: The Outreach group have been helping with plans for the 

sale. It was agreed there should be Christmas cards again this year. Announcements to be made at 

all 3 churches that people can submit suitable photos to Jean Slimon as soon as possible, and she and 

Mary Ellen and Mary Stewart can decide on a suitable one to be sent To Grover’s to be printed. As it 

will be uncertain as to what is allowed re Covid restrictions for Christmas celebrations, it was agreed 

that info could be printed off and inserted in the card, rather than printed on the actual card. 

 

11.Presbytery Report:  Plans are developing for the Presbytery grouping of the Highlands. The 

functions will be divided into spiritual and administration. A service centre will be created which will 

have paid staff to cover all the admin tasks, this will not be in one location but be throughout the 

Presbytery. There will be various hubs which will be responsible for spiritual matters. 

 

12. AOCB: It was agreed that Harvest should be the joint service 31st October at Laggan and that 

harvest donations should go to the newly formed Badenoch and Strathspey Food Hub in Aviemore. 

This will provide food for people when they need it, and can also be for unlimited uses. A list of 

suitable food donations including dietary specific ones will be available a few weeks before the 

service, and people can bring to church the week before if thy cannot com to the service. There will 

also be a facility to donate money which will be on the websites. It was suggested that this could also 

be done at Advent. 

Re discussing the updated Presbytery Plan with congregations, it was agreed that as there was not a 

huge change to them, and not a lot of time for comments to be made, Mary Stewart would prepare 

a short explanation to be read at the services, with printed copies of the plan to be available in each 

church. Alison to put a link on the website and ask Helen to do likewise on Kingussie website 

 

DONM: Monday 8th November,7pm, St. Bride’s              DRAFT 

 

 

The meeting closed by a sharing of the Grace. 

 

 

 

 


