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LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION  

Minutes of meeting held in St.Brides 8/11/21 DRAFT 

 

1.Welcome. This meeting opened with devotions and prayer 

2:Present, Mary Stewart Interim Moderator, Alison Armstrong, Campbell Slimon, Jean Slimon, Lesley 

Gorman, Roy Alexander, Graham Grant, Morag Barr, George Alder 

 In attendance:, Rev. Mary Ellen Thomson 

 

3.Apologies. Ray Ritchie, Heather Bruce, Hilda Saunders, Mary Kirk, Ian Hall, Phyllis Henderson, Beth 

Alder 

 

4.Approval of Session Minutes held on 13/9/21 

Approved Jean Slimon, Seconded, Lesley Gorman 

 

5. Matters Arising. Digital Church update, It was agreed the installation had gone well .There are 

some problems re volume level at St.Bride’s but these can be resolved. Ian had noted that the loop 

system for Laggan may need replaced in 2022, for @£150. All 3 churches are part of an annual 

management contract (£40pa) which means we have phone support. Session agreed that all 

concerned should be thanked for the huge effort they have put in. Alison to write to those involved. 

Church Manse George , DM Hall are carrying out a full survey within the next week- 10days. St.Bride’s 

keys –  George  has issued some keys under new system and will get a set to John Ross , Undertakers. 

Boundary of Old Manse Roy has sent a letter to the General Trustees and awaits their reply. Moving 

the door on the electric cupboard is no longer needed, as a smart meter is being installed. Roy has 

written to Kate re the legal position of the fence being a 50/50share but has not had a response. 

Service re George becoming elder. As November is busy, and the Service can’t happen in Advent, it 

was agreed this would take place in January in Laggan church. Laggan church work – Campbell – in 

Property Report later. St. Bride’s porch and damp patch on ceiling Roy has contacted Roddy Mcleod 

who will do the work, but has not yet completed it. Roy to follow up. 

Christmas card selection Jean reported that there has not been much response. She is meeting with 

Mary Ellen to make the final selection which will be sent to Roy who will then send it to Grovers for 

printing. As Christmas Services are now finalised they can be included in the card. Presbytery Plan 

feedback Mary  - see in Interim Moderator’s report. Harvest Service There was a good turnout and a 

lot of food donated for the Food Hub. We have received a thank you letter expressing their gratitude. 

There will be Christmas food bags available, if we know anyone at all who would benefit from one 

please let Mary Ellen or Alison know. 

 

6. Interim Moderator’s Report. Whilst our Presbytery Mission plan has been well received by CofS , 

we have been asked to look the 5 Marks of Mission and how we are fulfilling them. These are: 

 1 :Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom  

 2 :Teach, baptise and nurture new believers  

 3: Respond to human need by loving service 

 4:Transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 

reconciliation. 

 5 :Safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. 
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Discussion took place on the various ways we are engaged in delivering these marks, and has also 

been spoken about in previous meetings when discussing mission outwith buildings. 

Mary then told us about the ACORN programme which was started by Michael Harvey and is essentially 

mission at grass roots level. 

Ask God who to make contact with, who is on you heart, listen to God’s Call, what is he telling you, 

Obey when the call happens, Report back to your group what is happening, Notice any change in you, 

and the person you are reaching out to. Mary has been a member of a small group since last 

November and is happy to discuss further with anyone interested in joining one or learning more. 

Given that the PMP has set the number of ministers as a definite, Mary suggested she write to Beth 

and Mary Duncanson, outlining the ways in which we are doing many things in the 5 marks of Mission, 

and ask that we seek permission to start looking at vacancy recruitment. This was agreed. 

 

7. Remembrance Day Services: Services are being led by Rev Mary Ellen Thomson at all 5 usual 

locations and have been widely publicised 

 

8. Fresh Expressions update and feedback from Welcome Service. Tom is settling in well,and is 

starting an audit soon which will highlight areas where input is needed. He is starting various projects 

in the Aviemore area,and has met with Lesley and Mary K to look at issues here. It may be sessions 

which ran before do not start again, as volunteers have other commitments. Tom is actively involved 

in schools and new ideas will come from this. There is a plan to give every child a chocolate 

Christingle. Roy has offered to cover the cost of Newtonmore and Laggan schools. 

His welcome service was well attended, with plenty of singing and words of encouragement, as well 

as a short video Tom had made about himself and his family. 

 

9. Christmas Arrangements : Jean will organise the team for distributing cards in Newtonmore and 

Beth will do the same for Laggan. Laggan is missing a few helpers this year, Campbell to advise of the 

areas he usually distributes to. Ardverikie are delivering a tree to Laggan, Roy to seek a source for 

one for Newtonmore. Morag and helpers will decorate inside the church, and a team will help at 

Laggan. Mary also willing to help.  

Last year as we were unable to worship inside church, various other forms of outreach happened. It 

was agreed that this year we would not repeat this as indoor worship can happen, Tom is involved in 

schools, and  the new Badenoch and Strathspey Food bank can be accessed for this area. 

10. Laggan Church : The walkway to the Graveyard was noted to be in a bad state of repair at a recent 

funeral, and has been this way for years, despite many letters being written to Highland Council. John 

Ross Undertakers have submitted a further letter with recent photographs of the walkway to the 

Council. Mary will also write in her capacity as Interim Moderator, and Campbell will contact local 

councillor Muriel Cockburn. 

There is a wedding on 22nd Dec, carried over from last year. Catherine has agreed to do this as she 

was originally doing it, but she will not return as minister for other  ceremonies etc. 

A question has been asked as to why Laggan church is still closed (it used to always be open pre 

covid). It has to continue to be closed due to covid regulations re cleaning after anyone has been in, 

and also because of all the new digital equipment which has not yet been safely secured. 

11. Safeguarding: No updates. DRAFT 
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12. Financial Report. Roy reported the Church has received a legacy of £10,000 from George Main, 

and £4010 from Gift aid tax repayment. On 31/10/21 the accounts stood at £78,813 which includes 

£2902 of Laggan Fabric money. 

We are getting £1000 legacy Mrs Anne Stewart. 

The cost of the digital equipment for all 3 churches came to £5116, with £4000 of this coming from 

Presbytery. The final bill of £1116 will come off the bank balance in November. 

Our allocation for Ministries and Mission in 2022 is £33,052 which is an increase of £3542 from 2021. 

13. Property Report: All three registers have been attested by Presbytery. No corrections or 

comments were received, thanks and gold stars to all those involved. 

Campbell has received a quote from MacPhersons for all the work needed at Laggan – roof 

maintenance, installation of soakway at the down pipes and high pressure jetting of existing drainage 

pipes x 3 , replacement rope for church bell, monitoring of crack in wall above main entrance, total 

cost £2816 incl VAT. Campbell was advised by Session to inform MacPhersons to proceed with the 

work 

14. Reports from other Session Groups: Outreach Group ,(involved in Christmas arrangements as 

stated earlier). They are unable to start Soup and Pudding lunches due to covid regs and awaiting hot 

water in kitchen, George to follow up. It was agreed coffee could start at Newtonmore after services 

as people could sit at tables, Roy will arrange this week. 

Mary suggested ‘Lunch and Lessons’ could maybe start in local hotels with people getting together 

for lunch, with discussions about some Bible passages eg parables in a relaxed setting. Many hotels 

are closed at present, Roy to make enquiries at the Golf Club. 

Lesley has done some pastoral visits, and Laggan’s Helping Hands lunches have restarted in the village 

hall. 

Mary Ellen reminded people to let her know if they would like Communion in their homes. She is not 

permitted to go into the mains at present. 

Campbell expressed disappointment at there being no services in Laggan for 2 weeks (21st joint 

Communion St. Bride’s, 28th Joint worship Kingussie) it was acknowledged that people liked 

communion in their own church, timing has just been tricky with Advent coming, but that the next 

communion would be in Laggan. 

15.Presbytery Report : (see attached) 

 

16. Hall Rental St.Bride’s : A local lady is hoping to start a Craft Group in St. Brides. This was agreed, 

though mask wearing and socially distancing will need to be observed.  

 

13. AOCB: It was agreed that the Retiral Offering at Communion should be Crossreach (Homeless) 

and at Christmas, Salvation Army. 

Church Roll ; Roy compiling and will liaise with Alison re end of year statistics for CofS. Janet Maclean 

has transferred her lines to St. Bride’s. Laggan Heritage update: The St. Michael’s Cross is to be placed 

at St. Kenneths. They are hoping to put a roll of honour in the Church as the war memorial is not 

readily accessible. Roy will obtain forms for the Memorial Book 

 

DONM: Monday 17th January, 2022 7pm, St. Brides. (Unless an earlier meeting is needed re manse) 

The Meeting closed by saying the Grace together. DRAFT 


