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LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION 

Minutes of meeting held via Zoom due to new covid restrictions 17/01/22  

DRAFT 

1.Welcome. This meeting opened with devotions and prayer 

2:Present, Mary Stewart Interim Moderator, Alison Armstrong, Jean Slimon, Lesley Gorman, Morag 

Barr, George Alder, Ian Hall, Phyllis Henderson, Beth Alder 

 In attendance:, Rev. Mary Ellen Thomson 

 

3.Apologies. Ray Ritchie, Heather Bruce, Hilda Saunders, Mary Kirk, Campbell Slimon, Roy Alexander, 

Graham Grant. 

 

4.Approval of Session Minutes held on 8/11/21 

Approved Lesley Gorman Seconded, Phyllis Henderson 

 

5. Matters Arising. 

• Digital Church Update Alison has written to thank those involved. Ian reported the system is 

working well, with clear sound. Be good to find out how those with hearing difficulties find 

it. 

• Church Manse DM Hall’s Surveyors visit , St.Bride’s keys , St. Bride’s porch and damp patch 

on ceiling  , Laggan church work , No hot water St. Bride’s kitchen    : All dealt with in Property 

report (attached) 

• Boundary of Old Manse  Roy has contacted the General Trustees but as they are working from 

home, no papers can be obtained from the office. Awaiting response from Kate 

• Service re George becoming elder Confirmed for Feb 6th, Laggan. Mary Ellen has discussed 

with George, and has also contacted Jim Mcewan re relevant paperwork. 

• Laggan walkway to Grave Mary S has sent an email to Highland Council. awaiting reply 

Campbell to contact local councillor Muriel Cockburn 

•  Lunch and Lessons Roy did not make enquiries at Golf Club, due to covid restrictions in place 

about meeting up. 

• Forms for Memorial Book Roy has obtained forms from Meg Ferrier and will speak to 

someone about getting entries nicely written in it. Jean S to ask Meg re price of an entry. Mary 

Ellen to purchase a book in which a record of all funerals in Laggan and Newtonmore will be 

kept. 

• Morag  wanted it noted that a lot of Christmas decorations work was done by the team, not 

just her. 

6. Interim Moderator’s Report. A request was made to for us to advertise for a minister under 

Exceptional Circumstances Clause, but it was felt it could be quicker to submit the revised Presbytery 

Mission Plan (PMP) to the Business Committee, and if that passed then it could go to the Faith and 

Nurture Committee. If they are happy then we are on track to advertise for a minister in the near 

future. 

Church of Scotland have ordered that all advertised vacancies as from 1st Jan 2022 have to stop, 

except those under Exceptional Circumstances. It would appear that some churches have been 

advertising without applying for this and they cannot do so until their PMP has been approved. 
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Church Buildings are also to be categorised as either retained for 5+years,  annually reviewed , or 

sold , let or otherwise disposed of.  

7. Review of Christmas Services It was agreed that attendances at Watchnight services had been 

affected by the covid advice not to go out unless it was really necessary. Roy had indicated that he 

did not want to do a Watchnight Service next year, and that an earlier service, fitting in time wise 

with the Christmas eve procession would be better. Ian had held the Laggan Watchnight Service by 

zoom, and although only 2 from Laggan ‘attended’ ,many from the Highlander Hotel and Glen Truim 

holiday accommodation joined in, and this may be a way to do it next Christmas. 

Comments had been made about the lack of Christmas carols sung. This is because the Church of 

Scotland lectionary does not have carols during advent, only in the Christmas period, and many carol 

concerts were cancelled due to covid. 

8.Session Clerk’s role; Alison would really appreciate if someone could take on doing the rota for 

Laggan door welcoming and readers from the end of February onwards. It needn’t necessarily be an 

elder. 

Church cover for when the minister is unable to attend, was discussed as this recently happened at 

Laggan due to very icy conditions. Alison read the service prepared by Mary Ellen, but it would be 

good if this role could be shared. Roy and Ian had offered to provide this, but it was felt they are 

already busy covering other services. Alison is to approach Laggan elders to see who would be 

prepared to be the named cover for a weekend. They would receive a copy of Mary Ellen’s service 

and read it if necessary. Alison to make up a rota of names and circulate it. It was agreed there should 

be a wider discussion about the worship group at the next Session, including ways of attracting more 

people to join it to help those who are currently doing it (Ian, Gilly and Roy). Mary S will also contact 

Presbytery to see if there are any Leading Worship Courses 

Web site – Tom is not able to fulfil some of his plans due to ongoing covid restrictions and has agreed 

to create a new website for Kingussie linked with Laggan and Newtonmore. (he has done one for 

Aviemore). This will be attractive to look at and use, and will also be easier for people to put info on, 

which will ease he pressure on those currently doing it. 

9. Wedding. Fiona MacPherson is getting married on Saturday 27th August 2022, and would like the 

wedding to be in Laggan church, with her fiance’s army padre taking the ceremony. This was 

approved by Session. There has been ongoing communication regarding some issues re church lay 

out, George is happy to help out with any questions as is Mary Stewart, and if necessary Alison will 

email Session with any other decisions needing to be made. 

10.Alltnacriche are working with local P7s who will be going to Kingussie High school after summer, 

and are running a residential weekend in April. They would like some help with funding, especially 

for those who would find the £160 cost difficult. Tom is also involved in running the weekend. It was 

agreed by Session to support this, Lesley pointed out that no money had been spent on messy church 

etc over the last 2 years. Mary S will contact Roy to see what money is available. 

11. Edinburgh Direct Syrian Refugee support. Church of Scotland have asked for support for this 

organisation, especially though winter when conditions are especially difficult. It was agreed that this 

would be the retiring offering at the next communion services in March. 

12. Safeguarding: No updates.  

13. Financial Report. No report, bank statements have not been received. 

14. Property Report: (attached) George will meet with Lesley and any other St.B’s keyholders to find 

out what doors some of the keys open.      DRAFT 
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The MacPhersons have offered to pay for the Laggan ceiling repair. 

Re the trees at the back of the manse, it was agreed by Session to proceed with quotations for felling 

and get the work done as soon as possible. 

15. Reports from other Session Groups: Outreach Group successfully arranged for all the Christmas 

cards to be distributed. It is hard to arrange anything due to covid at the moment but at the next 

Session we should be in a better position to see if soup and Pudding lunches, Helping Hands Lunches, 

Highland Games Tent and the Laggan picnic and sale can go ahead. Coffee after the service at 

Newtonmore has had to stop for now. 

16.Presbytery Report : Matters discussed in the Interim Moderator’s report. 

17. AOCB: Church of Scotland have sent out info to do with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

DONM: Monday 14thth March, 2022 7pm, St. Brides (hopefully) 

DRAFT 

 


