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LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION 

Minutes of meeting held in St.Bride’s 7pm 14/03/22 

1.Welcome. This meeting opened with devotions and prayer 

2:Present, Mary Stewart Interim Moderator, Alison Armstrong, Jean Slimon, , Morag Barr, George 

Alder, Ian Hall, Phyllis Henderson, Beth Alder, Campbell Slimon, Roy Alexander, 

 In attendance:, Rev. Mary Ellen Thomson, Ron Gutteridge  DRAFT 

 

3.Apologies. Ray Ritchie, Heather Bruce, Hilda Saunders, Mary Kirk, Graham Grant, Lesley Gorman 

 

4.Approval of Session Minutes held on 17/01/22 subject to the sentence in 7: Review of Christmas 

services beginning ‘Roy had indicated, being replaced with : 'Roy had indicated that we 

should consider looking at doing the service earlier, perhaps fitting in time wise with the Christmas 

Eve procession may be better.' 

Approved Jean Slimon Seconded, Roy Alexander 

 

5. Matters Arising.  

Church Manse DM Hall’s Surveyors visit, manse trees quote St.Bride’s keys meeting with St.Bs 

keyholders to find out what some keys are for all in Property Report 

 Boundary of Old Manse  awaiting replies from General Trustees and Kate re Fence Roy to follow up.   

Service re George becoming elder 15th May in Newtonmore 11.30am, no Laggan service that day. 

Laggan walkway to Grave Campbell contacted Councillor Cockburn, the job has now been completed 

Laggan Church Awaiting quotes for missing plaster patch above gallery, see Property Report 

Forms for Memorial Book. Mary Ellen has bought a book to record funerals in Laggan and 

Newtonmore. Jean had followed up entry cost in the Community Memorial book, held in the church, 

previously £37 written by Meg Ferrier, Irene McBean may take it on for a lesser amount. It was agreed 

a donation of £15 was suggested, with the church covering the cost of those who couldn’t pay. Roy 

to advise the undertaker’s of the existence of the Memorial Book and put an article in the Church 

newsletter and maybe Strathy. 

Session Clerk’s role Jill Warner now doing welcoming and reader’s rota for Laggan 

Church Cover rota George and Beth have agreed to be on this. 

Money for Altnacreiche, £200 was given by the church with many individuals also contributing 

McPherson wedding update: Mary Ellen has agreed to conduct the wedding should the Army Padre 

be unavailable. There is also a wedding booked for 13th May 2023. 

Digital system. A problem had been identified with sound in St. Bride’s Ian and George to investigate 

further . 

 

6. Interim Moderator’s Report. Mary S. thanked those involved in keeping things going and urged us 

all to continue to support each other during the vacancy period, whilst we await the decision as to 

whether we can call a minister soon. She also requested that all reports for Session be submitted a 

week before, similar to Presbytery meetings, so that people have time to read the material 

beforehand. 
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7. Financial report including Accounts, and support for Ukraine for Pastor. DRAFT 

The accounts had been previously circulated and were approved with no questions. Roy was thanked 

for all his work.  

The manse survey and repairs to Laggan church have been paid. Our Gift Aid claim is reduced as some 

people have moved. The minimum wage goes up to £9.50 from 1/4/22 and this will be reflected in 

the wages for our cleaners, and Agnes who looks after Laggan toilets. The Highland Council are 

continuing to provide a Comfort Scheme for Laggan toilets , but as this is not indefinite wind farm 

funding will be investigated. Some upgrades to the toilets are required which Helping Hands are 

funding. There is ongoing expenditure re the manse. The Laggan bank account has finally been closed.  

It may be possible to shorten the church advert in the Strathy which will save money. 

Discussion then focussed on how we could support Pastor Mirek who has connections with churches 

in Ukraine. Many ideas were forthcoming, it is unclear as how the money would be sent to him. It 

was agreed to revisit this. 

8.Parish Profile and attesting the books. It was agreed to proceed with the Parish profile, this time 

Kingussie will be involved. Mary, Alison and Sandy to meet to discuss, the previous profiles are 

available to refer to. 

 Attesting the Books. Session Minutes Book, Church Roll and Baptism book (subject to name 

insertion) all attested. 

The safeguarding form was attested in 2020. Mary Kirk recently handed in her resignation as 

Safeguarding co-ordinator and was thanked in her absence for all her work. It is important we appoint 

someone to this role, it was agreed that Mary S ask Gilly Howarth if she would be willing to do this, 

she is already doing Kingussie’s. In the meantime we cannot update the forms for attestation, so it 

was agreed to present the 2020 one explaining that we are looking to appoint someone. 

Tom is holding a Messy Easter event on April 14th which will need volunteers, not necessarily PVG 

holders as parents will be present. Mary Ellen, Ian and Morag volunteered to help, and Ron and 

Carole to help set up. 

9.Dr Veen and the Glebe Trees. There is a lot of history previously minuted as Dr Veen has lived in 

the Old Manse for many years and the church has responsibility for the Glebe land beside it. Dr Veen 

contacted CofS Trustees to say many Glebe trees had been blown over  by the storms causing access 

and other problems. CofS asked Session Clerk and Interim Moderator to get involved, but given the 

history, they declined, other than to arrange for a tree surgeon to attend. 2 bills have been raised, 

one for £1080 for work authorised by Dr. Veen after the first storm, and one for £1680 after the 

second storm, work being authorised by Mary S. with agreement of CofS. The first bill has been paid 

for by the Glebe Improvement Fund. CofS suggested the second bill could be recouped from Glebe 

rent income over time. This was agreed by Session. It was also agreed that at some point the whole 

situation should be discussed with CofS trustees. 

10. Safeguarding dealt with in item 8 

11.Property Report (attached)Names are being gathered as to has keys for Newtonmore. In future it 

may be better to change the lock and have a small key safe outside, or entry by a code via a key pad. 

A tree had to removed immediately from the Manse garden, at a cost of £1500. There is a quote to 

remove the remaining 44 trees for £7500. If no other quotes are received within a week, Session 

authorised for the work to go ahead with the existing quote. A heater has fallen on to the kitchen 

floor in the manse, which will be added to the list of work to be done. The property groups will be 

meeting at the Manse, to discuss repairs and options for the way forward 
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12. Reports from other Session Groups. Outreach Group It has been difficult to arrange anything 

during covid regulations, but with things gradually lifting there are possibilities. Tent at the Highland 

Games – await to hear if the Games are happening. Laggan Picnic to be provisionally booked for the 

last Sunday in July. Soup and pudding lunches hopefully soon, although both the kitchen and hall are 

quite small. Laggan sale and coffee morning in September , Helping Hands (pastoral group) are 

planning a Daffodil tea in April. Mary also mentioned she hoped to start a  Coffee and Chat group in 

Aviemore which would be for people wanting company and suggested it would be an idea for here. 

Roy explained something very similar happens at the golf club on Saturday mornings. 

Given there is a real need for more volunteers to help with events, Beth asked if every elder could 

find one volunteer, this was agreed by Session 

13. Presbytery Report. Ian will send it to Alison to be circulated, with relevant bits highlighted in 

yellow. 

Beth reported that on 23 February the PMP group had received an email asking for more changes to 

the Presbytery Mission plan. At a Zoom meeting on 14 March the Facilitators clarified what they 

wanted. The PMP group is revising the narrative and if it is submitted by Wednesday 16 March it will 

be considered on 17 March. If accepted by PMPIG, Faith and Nurture Forum, Presbytery, and the 

General Trustees we should be able to call in April. 
14. Fresh Expressions update. Tom is involved in a lot of activities, despite the restrictions of covid. 

He works with staff at Altnacreiche delivering activities to P7s, culminating in a transition weekend 

in April for those starting Kingussie High. He has started dog walks with chats , planned 2 Messy Easter 

events and has various other community minded plans. He is taking the joint service at Laggan on 

27th March. 

15. Prayer Meeting Proposal. Joy and Angus who worship at Newtonmore were keen to start a prayer 

group. They met with Mary S, who described the Acorn programme to them (detailed in previous 

minutes). They liked the sound of it and hope to start one, possibly meeting in the church hall, which 

was approved by Session. 

16.AOCB Colin has resigned as projectionist, Ron Gutteridge has agreed to take on the role but a new 

laptop and software will need to be purchased. Session approved expenditure of £200. Colin will help 

Ron to set it all up. Colin was thanked in his absence for all his work. There is a funeral on Wednesday 

23rd March 12 noon, Newtonmore. The new worship rota for the next 3 months has been completed, 

including Easter services and Alison will circulate it to all elders. 

 

DONM – not arranged yet , awaiting developments re Manse and PMP. 

 

The meeting closed by saying the Grace.  DRAFT 

 


