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LAGGAN AND NEWTONMORE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND KIRK SESSION 

Minutes of meeting held in St. Bride’s on 22nd July 2019 at 7.00pm 

DRAFT 

1.Welcome. Rev. Catherine Buchan opened the meeting with a Bible reading and prayer 

2.Present. Rev Catherine Buchan, Alison Armstrong, Hilda Saunders, Jean Burnard, Graham Grant, 

Beth Alder, Campbell Slimon, Anne Moore, Phyllis Henderson, Jean Slimon, Morag Barr, Ross Noble, 

In attendance George Alder. 

3.Apologies.Donald Barr, Ian Hall, Heather Bruce, Roy Alexander, Lesley Gorman, Mary Kirk, Ray 

Ritchie. 

4. Correction to minutes from 28/5/19 : Item 8, MDS post the sentence starting : Gillian Orr should 

now read ‘is full time MDS with Abernethy Presbytery, but is prepared to be 0.5 for our linkage as a 

children and family worker while continuing as 0.5 presbytery youth worker’. 

  Approval of Minute of 28/5/19 (including correction) Approved Phyllis Henderson Seconded Beth 

Alder 

   Approval of Minute of Joint Meeting with Kingussie Session re MDS worker 18/6/19 (Name Hugh 

Mackay removed)   Agreed by all 

 5. Matter Arising: Health and Hygiene list, Jamie Blackwood, Alison Armstrong to be added by Jean 

Slimon. Children and family post – job description details still being discussed. Libis Church – 

discussed later. Stand up banners, need to confirm with Roy if they have been ordered. Manse 

register – ongoing. Laggan toilets, situation has become uncertain with Highland Council’s 

involvement, at the moment the church is still going to be running them when LCA is wound up, but 

that may change. Laggan door duties George will produce a copy of and put it in the church. 

6.Moderator’s report.  

 Service rota for October to December has been done. There are a few gaps, Worship team to be 

consulted. It was also agreed that Laggan Church would be happy for the Kingussie worship team to 

lead a service. Christmas services still to be decided. Catherine asked if the coffee time moving to 

before the service at St. Bride’s was working out. It was agreed it was, though it would be good to 

highlight it finishes at 11.15am. Catherine to put in the next newsletter. The minister from Kintore is 

now Catherine’s mentor for the Path of renewal which is very positive. She is also managing to spend 

an afternoon a week on devotional reflections. There are 2 weddings booked, Newtonmore 7th 

September, Laggan Oct 19th. A reminder her holiday is 9th – 22nd August. 

7.Safeguarding Report. No updates 

8. Libis windows. Ian had provided an updated report after his visit. When the building renovation 

had been completed it was discovered that the windows needed to be replaced as well. This was 

done with the help of a loan from Central Church Funds, some of which has been paid back, there is 

still £3200 approximately outstanding. It was agreed a previous session meeting to consider 

contributing to the cost of a window. At 18th June’s meeting it was also suggested that the money 

raised at the Highland Games could go to this. 

After discussion it was felt that it was not appropriate for this money to come from donations at the 

Highland Games. It was agreed that after the amount needed for the manse repairs here had been 

confirmed, money would be sent – either the cost of one window, or a donation. It was suggested an 

article go in the newsletter as people may want to give their own donations. 
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9.Church Newsletter. There was a request at the recent Kingussie Session meeting that they join in 

our newsletter. This was agreed. 

10. Financial Report. (see attached). Bank balance as of 30th June (excl fabric) £48,573. 

11. Property Report.  (see attached). George requested that our thanks to Alan Buchan is recorded 

for facilitating David Loosley’s work, (which was done for free other than expenses), and for helping 

him during the week. 

Expenses of £200 for David were approved. 

12. Outreach Group Report. Anne has had 60 cards made which will be sold at the Church sale. They 

can also be used as a welcome card for new people to Laggan and there is a blank space on them for 

a message to be printed which Angus Armstrong can do. Welcoming people with a homemade gift of 

baking or jam is not quite up and running yet. Jean Slimon has contacted Douglas Macintyre re 

reprinting the Newtonmore cards. It was felt Newtonmore may possibly be too big to keep track of 

newcomers, and also a lot of people move within the village. Cards could be sent to people in 

hospital, possibly a task for the pastoral group. 

 George has extra tent pegs for the Highland Games tent. Beth has the list of people who are 

contributing food and helping at it. If anyone wants to camp in the church grounds, Catherine will 

advise them. 

 It was suggested that the noticeboards have the connection with Libis church mentioned, Fairtrade 

Church, and the minister’s phone number. There will also be an A3 sheet of permanent information 

which Angus can print. It was proposed that the communications group decide the content of this as 

a matter of some urgency. 

13. Presbytery Report (attached) Catherine read out the report. September’s meeting will be 

reviewing the major General Assembly’s decisions. She will also be meeting with people from other 

Highland presbyteries to discuss the way forward under the new proposals, as it will not be possible 

to meet every month.  

The Songs of Praise at Kincraig is on Sunday 4th August at 7pm, and at Kingussie 1st September 6pm. 

Ian (in his absence) was voted in as Presbytery elder, Beth is the Presbytery appointed elder and Roy 

is a corresponding member and is treasurer and Convenor of the Finance and Property committee of 

Prsebytery. 

14.Instruction from CofS to discuss ‘well equipped spaces in the right places’.  

There is a real need to look at all the buildings the church has, and which ones aren’t needed, so the 

above consultation has been launched with the instruction that all Sessions take part. The 

consultation process is being run by Built Environment Forum Scotland and there are various all day 

roadshows. Catherine is attending the one at Inshes on Wed Aug 7th. Others are welcome to attend 

and there will be various online surveys to take part in, which Alison will keep people updated on, 

and it will be discussed further at another meeting. (info attached). 

15. Info from CofS. The HeartEdge annual conference is being run on 2-3rdOct in Edinburgh. A poster 

will be on both church noticeboards with enrolment details (support is available towards the cost.) 

Also on the noticeboards is a copy of the letter advising on how to nominate the Moderator of the 

General assembly 2020-2021. Further info on these items and others can be found on CofS website 

www.churchofscotland.org.uk. 

16. AOCB None 

DONM Monday 23nd   September  Laggan Village Hall, 7pm  

The Meeting closed in prayer. 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

