
St. Bride’s Parish Church
Newtonmore

NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2017www.stbrides-newtonmore.org.uk

FROM THE MANSE

FOLLOW THE NEWS
If you are unable to a�end church and have computer 
access, you can see all the news and the sermons on 
www.stbrides-newtonmore.org.uk
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Yours minister,  Catherine

HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIES

BADENOCH CHORALE

ABERNETHY PRESBYTERY

“We are an Easter people, and Hallelujah is our 

song” said St. Augus�ne, way back in the 5th 

century.  Easter day itself came late this year, so it 

is s�ll in my mind as I write this. It was lovely to see 

the church full with people celebra�ng Jesus' risen 

life, given to us now and for all �me – it made a 

change from the church being full to mark a death.  

The new life of Jesus' resurrec�on is what fuels the 

Church, all churches, and our church as well.  His 

life is our life.  Some of the signs of a living en�ty 

are that it takes in nourishment, it breathes and it 

moves or changes. We take in nourishment every 

�me we meet together – and I don't just mean at 

the coffee �me or at soup and pudding lunches! 

Our Communion Sunday, June 4th, is also the 

fes�val of Pentecost when we celebrate the giving 

of Christ's life to us by God's Holy Spirit- and so we 

breathe.  Elsewhere in this newsle�er you will 

read a li�le about the Path of renewal which the 

Session has agreed to inves�gate as a way of 

helping us to move forward – to move and, yes, to 

change.  We are, as Roy says in his paragraph 

about the Highland Games, alive, and we need to 

show it, so that people know that the church is 

there for the whole of life, and not just for 

funerals.

A  s e c o n d  i n t e r- p r e s b y t e r y  m e e � n g  o f 

representa�ves of Highland Presbyteries was held 

in Inverness on 27th April.  Rev Catherine Buchan, 

Rev. Jim MacEwan and Roy Alexander were 

representa�ves from Abernethy Presbytery.  The 

purpose of the mee�ng was to inves�gate how we 

might help one another with the common 

challenges we experience.  Four projects were 

agreed for considera�on including the possibility 

of holding a Heart and Soul event in the Highlands 

next year to coincide with the annual event at the 

General Assembly.

The Presbytery of Lochaber is holding a local Heart 

and Soul event at Duncansburgh Memorial Church 

in Fort William on Sunday 21st May from 2.00pm 

to 6.00pm.  Everyone is most welcome to come 

and see what can be done. 

The Badenoch Chorale sang at a concert in 

Kingussie Church on Saturday 29th April in aid of 

the upgrading of their church organ.  Then next 

target for the Chorale is an evening concert in the 

Crown Church, Inverness on Sunday 18th June.  

This will be followed by an a�ernoon concert in 

Dunkeld Cathedral in September. 

Following an Easter break, Presbytery met again 

on Tuesday 2nd May for normal business.  In 

addi�on to this, an outside speaker Ian Morris 

gave a talk on “Grasping the Ne�le”'. This is a 

movement which aims to transform the public 

understanding of the issues at the heart of the 

Science/God debate and it certainly proved to be 

an interes�ng topic.
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CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS

COMMUNION 

The next quarterly communion is on Sunday 
th4  June 2017 at 11.15am.  There will be a 

re�ring collec�on for Chris�an Aid given that 
th th

Chris�an Aid week is from 14  to 20  May.

HIGHLAND GAMES

Yes, �me flies!  We will again have a tent at the 
th

Newtonmore Highland Games on Saturday 5  
August. Please look out for further details 
nearer the �me.  It is always good to be able to 
show that we are ALIVE!

VISITING THE CZECH REPUBLIC

It had been hoped that a visit to Libis and 
Kostelek could be made during July, but it 
turns out that the Czech custom is for most 
people to be away from home during that 
month.  It is now hoped that October will be a 
be�er �me for our visit and for our hosts.

MESSY CHURCH 

Messy Church is coming towards the end of 
this year's Session, with two more mee�ngs, 

th thon May 28  and then on June 25 .  The 
numbers are keeping up well, especially 
during the Winter months, and it is lovely to 
see new faces coming, as well as the regulars.  
A par�cular highlight, for the team at least, 
was the March session when the weather was 
so good we could have some of the cra�s 
outside.  We were looking at Jesus saying “I 
am the vine” and the worship session ended 
with a very informal, but reverent act of 
communion.

VISIT FROM OUR MISSION PARTNER

The Mission partner for Abernethy presbytery 
is Joel Hafvenstein, who with his wife Fiona and 
their two small sons is working as the Director 
of the United Mission to Nepal.  The 
Hafvenstein family will be visi�ng the 
Presbytery for a couple of weeks in June, and 

thwill spend Sunday June 25  in Laggan and 
Newtonmore.  Joel will give us some insight 
into his work during the morning services, and 
the family will also take part in Messy Church in 
the a�ernoon.  

PATH OF RENEWAL

Laggan and St Bride's Kirk Sessions have jointly 
applied to become involved in the Church of 
Scotland ini�a�ve Path of Renewal.  To be 
successful with or applica�on, we have to go 
through a selec�on process which will take 
un�l December 2017.

The ini�al invita�on to par�cipate includes this 
ini�al paragraph:

“There is a growing awareness across 
the Church of Scotland that the 
inherited pa�ern of church life needs to 
be changed and a more missional 
approach 
to church engendered.  However we 
have not always been good at making 
this happen.”

Basically, we have in�mated our interest in 
considering this approach. 
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