
 

 

Sunday Service 

28th November 2021 

First Sunday in Advent 

 

We Come to Worship 

 

The lighting of the Advent Candle 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we have come to worship you in this glad season of Advent, a season of 

expectation, of celebration, and above, of preparation. We come now, because we want to be 

ready – ready to give thanks for your coming, to recognise the ways you come to us now, and to 

welcome you when you come again. Open our hearts as we worship you, so that all we share may 

give us a deeper understanding of this season and a fuller experience of your love. In your name 

we ask it. 

  

Hymn 543 Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

 

First readings 

 

Jeremiah Ch 33 v 14 - 16 

 

The Lord confides in those who fear him; 

he makes his covenant known to them. 

My eyes are ever on the Lord, 

for only he will release my feet from the snare. 

 

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

for I am lonely and afflicted. 

 

 

Psalm 25 v 1 - 9 

 

In you, Lord my God, 

I put my trust. 

 

I trust in you; 

do not let me be put to shame, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

No one who hopes in you 

will ever be put to shame, 

but shame will come on those 

who are treacherous without cause. 



 

Show me your ways, Lord, 

teach me your paths. 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

for you are God my Savior, 

and my hope is in you all day long. 

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 

for they are from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth 

and my rebellious ways; 

according to your love remember me, 

for you, Lord, are good. 

 

Good and upright is the Lord; 

therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 

He guides the humble in what is right 

and teaches them his way. 

 

Hymn  21 Lord, teach me all your ways 

 

2nd readings 

 

1st Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our 

God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and 

supply what is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as 

ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 

presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

 

 

 

          

Luke 21: 25-36 

 

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 

perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, apprehensive of 

what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take 

place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you 

can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of 

life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live on 



the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all 

that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

Hymn 281 People look East, the time is near. 

          

Let us pray 

 

Gracious God, we praise you for this Season of Advent, this time for rejoicing and celebration, 

praise and worship, exulting in your goodness. 

We praise you for the coming in Christ, bringing in a new kingdom and anticipating an era of 

peace and justice when the poor will have plenty, the hungry will be fed, and the lowly will be 

lifted up. 

We praise you that you want us to be part of that, not just to share in it but also to play a part in 

bringing it to pass. Forgive us that we sometimes lose sight of your purpose and underestimate 

your greatness. 

Open our eyes to the breadth of your love, the wonder of your mercy and the extent of your 

goodness, and so may we give you the worship and adoration that is due to you, this and every 

day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

 

 

Thought for the day 

The gathered hopes of generations remind us to get ourselves ready so that Christ's return will 

be a day of excitement and great joy. 

Today is filled with a sense of expectancy. It's rather like knowing that when you come of age 

you'll inherit a fortune, or that in another few years your ISA account will mature. Only this is 

rather more mind-blowing than mere financial hope. The promise is there and stands secure, and 

God, being faithful, will keep that promise. Eventually when the time is right, he will gather up all 

the goodness and honour and patience and long-suffering that has grown through the ages, and 

bring things to completion. 

This week's readings speak to the deep-seated longings of humanity for right and justices to 

triumph. They speak to our yearning for a final end to all the cruelty and misery of our world, 

some of which we all know from first-hand experience. Of course, it is sombre stuff to be 

considering the winding-up of all the created universe as we know it, and it is very necessary to 

be reminded of our need to be ready by the lives we are leading. Yet running through the 

readings is a clear, bright shaft of strong and exhilarating hope which  we can catch and make 

our own. God is familiar with our world. He too hears the cry, generation by generation, of those 

who find faith in a good God impossible because they are overwhelmed by the sorrows and 

tragedies screaming at them. But ultimately, as Christ has already shown us on the cross, and in 

his risen life , it is good that triumphs, and God's harvesting at the end of time will be a glorious 

celebration of all that is just, right and loving. This is not wishful thinking but hope, in all its 

integrity. 

 

Choir Item 

 

The Choir item this morning is ‘Dear Lord, we come before you now. The words were written by 

Louise Cooper. 



The music for this item has been composed by our organist, Mr John Crombie which he has 

called ‘Glen Gynack.’ 

  

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we remember today how so many looked forward to your coming, but we 

remember also, how it became harder to go on believing as the years went by; how hope began 

to fade and dreams began to die, until, finally, you came – the fulfilment of prophecy, the 

culmination of God's purpose, the definitive expression of his love. Lord of all, the Word made 

flesh bring hope to your world today. 

 

We remember with gladness how you brought hope throughout your ministry, a sense of 

purpose to those for whom life seemed pointless – the poor, sick, outcasts and broken-hearted – 

light shining in their darkness, joy breaking into their sorrow, new beginnings in what had 

seemed like the end. Lord of all the Word made flesh bring hope to your world today. 

 

Hear our prayer for those who mourn or wrestle with illness, or watch loved ones suffer. Reach 

out in love, and grant them your strength and comfort. Lord of all the Word made flesh bring 

hope to your world today. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we remember your promise to come again in glory, the culmination of God's 

purpose, the ultimate victory of love. May that conviction, bring new faith, new vision and new 

purpose wherever life seems hopeless. Lord of all the Word made flesh, bring hope to your world 

today. 

 

In your name we pray together saying,   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 

  

Hymn 284 Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Advent 

 

Look forward in hope to the coming of your Saviour prepare the way for Christ your Lord; 

welcome him with love and faith when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. 

 

Amen 

  

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us. 

 


