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Welcome to our Christmas Day Service here in Kingussie Parish Church, We wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas. 

 

In line with updated Covid regulations please remain wearing your masks in Church this 

morning. I will replace my mask when we sing. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us and grant this may be for us a happy and 

blessed Christmas. We say together. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. 

 

Amen 

  

Hymn 306 O come all ye faithful 

 

1st reading Isaiah Ch 9 v 2-7 

 

The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 

You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 



the rod of their oppressor. 

Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

 

Amen 

 

 

2nd Hymn 314 Child in the manger 

 

2nd reading Luke Ch 2 v 1-14, 15- 20 

 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 

was no guest room available for them. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 

at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 



Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

Amen 

 

Thought for today 

 

Jesus was born at the time of registration ordered by the Roman emperor Augustus and 

enforced by Quirinius the Roman governor of Syria, which included Palestine. This 

registration was to determine how much back-breaking tax could be extorted from the 

community. 

So Joseph had to travel from Galilee and Nazareth to Bethlehem in Judea. The journey is 

almost 80 miles. There would be many people on the roads, either sleeping rough or 

seeking accommodation. The Eastern Inn would not provide food, only a fire to cook on, 

fodder for the animals and a shelter. The stable would be a better place for a mother 

about to give birth. Swaddling clothes was the normal way to wrap up a baby. Up on the 

hills overlooking Bethlehem were shepherds. These men were despised by the orthodox 

people of the day. The shepherds could not keep the ceremonial rules of washing. 

Taxes, journeying, stables, shepherds, are things we know. But there is another world – 

or, to put it a better way, the hidden part of our world – breaking in. It is the world of 

Angel’s, of God, of heaven. If we lose sight of this world, it is like trying to understand a 

picture by looking at a negative. The two worlds belong together. We have to open our 

eyes to God who comes in Jesus and who comes to us. We have to make room for God 

in our lives and let him be born in us. If we fail to give time to the presence and say we 

are too busy, we descend to a world that is only a material world and so we have a 

distorted picture of what the world and life is. At Christmas we are invited to enjoy that 

God loves the world and is the world, that God comes to us in what we think is ordinary. 

The mystery of the Word made flesh is waiting to be revealed to us. Let us be still and 

give thanks for the birth of Jesus and welcome him into our lives and homes. 

There is an illustration of the above there was a Scottish farmer who refused to believe 

the Christmas story. His wife and children went to church, he refused to and often 

mocked them. Why would God lower himself to be like us? It is foolish talk. Once when it 



was snowing, the family went to church. The farmer noticed that the snow was getting 

much worse. He heard a thump on his window and another. He went out to see what 

was happening. There in front of him was a large flock of geese which had got lost in a 

storm. The farmer was kind and felt for them. He realised they could shelter in his barn. 

He got behind them and tries to drive them in, but they only scattered. Then he laid a 

trail of food to the barn door, but the geese did not take any notice. There was nothing 

he could do to get them into the barn. 

About to give up on them he said to himself, ‘Why don't they follow me? If I were a 

goose, I could lead them into the barn. If I looked like one of them, I could save them.’ 

Suddenly he stopped and thought about what he had said: he could only save them by 

becoming like them. Suddenly he understood the great love of God for humankind. He 

fell to his knees in the snow and gave thanks to God for his great love. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 322 Good Christians, all rejoice 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

In the beginning – you were. In this moment – you are. 

You are strength and weakness. You are light and glory. You are God and you welcome 

us: you listen for our prayers. 

We pray today for peace in the dark places of our world. We pray for leaders and 

negotiators, for peacemakers and peacekeepers, for fighters and prisoners, for all who 

are caught up in conflict, violence and fear. 

We pray for children everywhere, for the newly born, for those growing up in places 

where there is poverty and danger. We pray that they may be loved and welcomed and 

that they may know smiles and hope. 

We pray for all families who are able to gather together today. For those who share our 

laughter and pain. We pray for those who, by choice or circumstance, eat alone. And we 

pray for justice for those who are hungry. 

We pray for those in our communities who are sick for those who have lost loved ones. 

Loving God help us to recognise you today and to welcome you into our lives in wonder, 

in truth and in joy. 

 

Amen 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is 316 Love came down at Christmas. 

 

Blessing 

 

Emmanuel, God-with-us, bless us this Christmas day and all the days of our lives. 

 

Amen 
 


