
 

 

  

Sunday morning service 12th December 2021 

 

Good morning and welcome to worship this morning 

Today is the 3rd Sunday in Advent 

 

As the 1st candle is lit ‘ God created light out of darkness 

 

As the 2nd candle is lit ‘ Jesus is the Light of the world 

 

As the 3rd candle is lit ‘ The Spirit of God enlightens us all 

 

Hymn 277 Hark the glad sound 

 

Our prayer of Advent witness – there are the words at the end of each verse which 

we say together – they are – teach us to do the same 

 

Loving God, 

 

We remember today how prophets foretold the coming of Christ – how they declared 

their faith in your purpose, their confidence in your love, their assurance of your final 

victory. They did not keep their faith to themselves they shared it with others: teach us 

to do the same 

 

We remember how shepherds responded to the message of the angel’s- how they 

hurried to Bethlehem and found the baby lying in a manger, and how they went on their 

way praising you and glorifying you for everything they had seen and  heard. They did 

not keep their faith to themselves; they shared it with others: teach us to do the same 

 

We remember how John the Baptist prepared the way of Christ in the wilderness - how 

he proclaimed a baptism of repentance, a new beginning, the coming of one far greater 

than he could ever be. He did not keep his faith to himself; he shared it with 

others: teach us to do the same 

 

We remember how you came to us in Christ  - how he brought light into our darkness, 

hope into our despair, joy into our sorrow. He did not keep his faith to himself. He did 

not live his life for himself; he shared it with others: teach us to do the same 

 

In his name we pray. 

Amen 

 

The Choir item this morning is ‘The angel Gabriel' 

Our 1st reading this morning is from:- 



 

Luke Ch 3 v 7 - 18 

 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you 

that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the 

root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 

“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 

and anyone who has food should do the same.” 

Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 

“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 

pay.” 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who 

is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John exhorted the people and 

proclaimed the good news to them. 

 

Hymn 334 On Jordan's bank the Baptists cry 

 

2nd Reading Philippians Ch 4 : v 4 - 7 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 

all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Let us pray                       

 

Father God, just as you sent your servant John into the wilderness to prepare the way of 

the Lord and make ready your people to receive him, so prepare us now to respond 

afresh to the gift of Christ to all that you offer us through him. Give us readiness truly to 

listen, learn, worship and respond, receiving the forgiveness he extends and the renewal 

he makes possible, and giving back in return our heartfelt gratitude expressed in true 

commitment and faithful service. 

In His name we pray. 

 

Amen 



 

Hymn 449 Rejoice the Lord is King 

 

Thought for the Day 

 

John the Baptist came out of the desert to preach to the people. He came warning 

people that the way they were going was wrong; they needed to turn around to repent. 

He warned them that words would not save them – only trying to do what is good. They 

could not say, ‘We are Jews so we shall be saved.’ Even with Jesus would come a time of 

judgement. This is hardly a Gospel: there is not much good news here, though there are 

plenty of practical warnings about the road we choose and about how our actions make 

us prepared or unprepared for the coming of Jesus. 

In contrast with John the Baptist stands today's reading from the Philippians ‘Rejoice in 

the Lord always.’ Rejoice in his love and in his saving power. Rejoice in his birth and 

resurrection.  Above all, rejoice in his presence and his love. ‘Again I say, rejoice.’ As 

Christians we need to show the joy of knowing the love and salvation of God. Christians 

who impose a heavy load on people do God a disservice. St Teresa of Avila rightly 

prayed, ‘Lord deliver us from sour-faces saints.’ 

‘Let your gentleness be known to everyone.’ This does not mean being made a fool of, 

but it does mean not imposing on others or forcing them to do things. As God deals 

gently with us, we have to learn to deal with others in the same way. 

‘The Lord is near’ is the message of John the Baptist and of Advent. Do we accept the 

reality of it? The Lord is not far away from you but close at hand. Prayer is not a long-

distance call to a loving God who is close to you and with you. Learn to relax in the 

presence and in the love and power of God. Do not worry – much of our anxiety stems 

from feeling alone and without help you are not alone. The almighty is with you and 

cares for you. Speak to him in prayer and supplication; let your requests be made known 

to God. 

Remember a thankful heart cannot be a sad heart! Appreciate the world, people and the 

abiding presence. Then the peace of God- it is his gift – will keep guard of your heart 

and mind in Christ Jesus. Now that is Gospel! 

Do we spend enough time enjoying the presence and the love of God that is offered to 

us? What do you think of the statement ‘a thankful heart cannot be a sad heart?’ 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Lord our God, we give you thanks and rejoice in the great love that you have for us: we 

rejoice in your presence and in your peace. 

We pray for your whole Church as it prepares for the Christmas season. May it 

encourage people to come before you in joy and celebration. 

We give thanks for places of relaxation and refreshment. We pray for all who help us to 

enjoy life and live in peace. We remember in your presence all who are over-worked or 

heavily burdened. We remember all who are in debt or who feel that they cannot cope 

with life. We ask your blessing upon all who are finding life hard or who are lonely. 



We give thanks for our homes and our loved ones. Bless our families and our friends 

with an awareness of you and your love. We pray for all who suffer from broken homes 

or homes where there is little joy or where there is violence or abuse. 

We seek your blessing upon all who are oppressed or depressed, upon all whose lives 

are filled with sorrow or pain. We remember those who are battling with a long-term 

illness, we pray for all medical staff who care for them. We remember in your presence 

all who are struggling at this time. 

 

We join together saying, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 474 Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Advent 

Look forward in hope to the coming of your Saviour prepare the way for Christ your 

Lord; welcome him with love and faith when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us. 
 


