
4th Sunday in Advent 19th December 2021  

 

 

  

Good morning and welcome to worship this morning 

Today is the 4th Sunday in Advent, 

 

As the four candles are lit :- 

One candle to remind us of the prophets , the second to remind us of John the Baptist, 

the third for Mary, and the fourth for us, as we join with them in looking for the coming 

of Jesus. 

 

Isaiah 7: 14.     God will give you a sign, a young woman who is pregnant will have a son 

and will name him Immanuel,  which means ‘God is with us.’ 

 

Gracious God, As you came to those who have gone before us , you come to us now in 

Jesus. Help us to recognise you in those around us and to care for neighbours as we do 

ourselves. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN 172 Sing for God's glory                           

 

Our 1st Reading this morning is from :- Luke Ch 1 v 39-55                 

 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she 

entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 

the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In  a loud 

voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will 

bear!  But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As  soon 

as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 

Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 

Mary’s Song 

And  Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has been mindful 

of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

holy is his name. 

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

from generation to generation. 

He  has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 



He  has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble. 

He  has filled the hungry with good things 

but has sent the rich away empty. 

He  has helped his servant Israel, 

remembering to be merciful 

to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 

 

Hymn 265 Pray for the world where every child, 

 

 

2nd Reading:- Hebrews Ch 10 v 5-10   

 

 

Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

but a body you prepared for me; 

with  burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you were not pleased. 

Then  I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 

I have come to do your will, my God.’ ” 

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not 

desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with 

the law. Then  he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to 

establish the second. And  by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

 

 

 

The Choir Item this morning is ‘One Star' 

 

Let us pray   

 

God and maker of all, to redeem the world you chose the most unsuspecting of women 

to mother your Son and by your choice gave new glory to human flesh and earthly 

parenting. 

With the joy that was Mary's, may our souls magnify the Lord, and our bodies be the 

means through which you continue the mighty work of salvation for which Christ came. 

 

Amen                 

 

Hymn 286 Tell out my soul 



 

Thought for the Day 

 

Mary's song is born out of love for God and an awareness of the scriptures.  Mary's song 

is very like the song of Hannah in 1st Samuel 2:1-10. Both songs sound like 

Psalms.  Hannah gives thanks for the promise of a child, as she had been unable to bear 

children up to that point and she gives thanks to God for his care of the lowly and the 

oppressed. Mary gives thanks that through her pregnancy the world will come to know 

its saviour. By saying yes to God, Mary is seen as a model of obedience and trust. Mary's 

song begins by giving thanks to God for his redemption. Then an important thing to 

note is that God who has acted I’m this way in the past acts now. Our God is not of the 

past alone or to be projected into the future; our God is of the now and is with each of 

us now. The Lord is with you. Truly reassuring words to hear. 

Mary rejoices in the presence, in God her saviour. Like the saints of old, Mary will be 

called blessed, for God has looked with favour upon her lowliness. Yet Mary has made 

this possible by saying ‘Yes’ to God. It is the mighty one who has done great things, and 

Holy is his name. 

God's presence is a revolutionary power : the presence of God changes things. In his 

power God scatters the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. Things do not happen in 

our own goodness or power alone but because God loves us. We are not chosen 

because we are clever or skilful but because God cares for us and loves us. This love 

cannot be earned, only accepted and responded to. 

It is not to the powerful that God submits. God puts an end to the world's worship of 

might and prestige; God often raises up the humble and the lowly. God cares for all, and 

those open to his love are raised up, rich or poor, common or royal. In fact, no one is 

common in God's eyes for all are precious. 

It is a strange experience to discover how happy many poor people are and how 

miserable are so many with lots of possessions and riches. Jewish belief was sometimes 

distorted to suggest that the more you gained on earth, the more God loved you. It was 

suggested that if you are very rich, that God favours you. But this is not so. You are not 

measured by what you possess. There are many so-called well-off people who are 

empty. You can even see it in their desire always to fill themselves with 

something.  Those who know God are satisfied and realise their lives are filled with good 

things. God acts as a God who keeps a  covenant: he keeps his promises and remembers 

to be merciful. If we would learn the Magnificat and its attitudes to God and the present, 

our lives would be greatly enriched. Amen 

  

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We bring our prayers of Intercession to God 

God, we thank you for the obedience of Mary and for all who help to bring in your 

kingdom by seeking to do your will. 

We give thanks for your faithful people throughout all ages. Lord, guide your Church 

that it may know your will and serve you faithfully. We pray for the Church working in 

areas of poverty, war or oppression. 



May we all strive to reveal your love and your peace. We ask your blessing on our 

congregation as we seek to serve you. 

We give thanks for Mary for welcoming Jesus into her life. May we know your presence 

in our homes and seek to bring in your kingdom through our actions. We pray for all 

families who are going through difficult times and who are struggling. 

We give thanks for all who care for those who are ill and the struggling. We ask your 

blessing upon the work of doctors and nurses, upon hospitals and hospices. We 

remember all whom we know within our Parishes who are ill at this time, we pray for 

them and their loved ones. We pray for all who have lost loved ones within our Parishes 

in recent times. 

We pray for all Hospital staff who are caring for those who have the new variant of 

Covid, for all who are manning the inoculation clinics in the race against time so that all 

will be immunised. 

We join together saying, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 304 O' little town of Bethlehem 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Advent 

Look forward in hope to the coming of your Saviour prepare the way for Christ your 

Lord; welcome him with love and faith when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 

 

Amen 
 


