
 

Sunday morning service 7th November 2021 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

Good morning, and welcome to worship 

 

LET US WORSHIP GOD 

 

HYMN 75/ Psalm 116 “I love the Lord, because he heard my voice and earnest plea 

  

PRAYER of approach 

 

Living God, you have spoken to your people across the centuries, you identified yourself 

with humankind in Jesus Christ, you dwell within us through your Holy Spirit, making 

your presence come alive, accept now the worship we offer, and use us for your 

kingdom. 

Gracious God, we come in response to your call, to offer our worship, our thanks, our 

confession, our lives. 

We come seeking your guidance, your strength, your renewal, and your will, accept now 

the worship we offer, and use us for your kingdom. 

Lord of all, help us to come to you not just as an outward gesture, or as a matter of 

routine or duty but with burning heart and mind and soul. Help us to make space in our 

hectic lives to be still in your presence, and so may we live in you and you in us. 

Accept now the worship we offer, and use us for your kingdom. We ask it through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

 

1ST READING Romans 8: 31-35 

 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 

along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those 

whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No 

one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand 

of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

 

 HYMN 252 As a fire is meant for burning 

  

2nd READING John 15:9-17 

 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and 



remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 

may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 

has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from 

my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 

whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each 

other. 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

Next Sunday we will remember those who have given their lives in defending their 

country so that we can live together in peace. The ultimate sacrifice. 

I know that some of you have attended the General Assembly, there is the daily business 

that has to be dealt with each day. During the week there are many people introduced to 

the Assembly, each day is different. My favourite day is when those who have become 

Chaplains to the different forces are present and introduced together to the gathering in 

the Assembly Hall. Their uniforms are pristine and they are ready to begin their work as 

Chaplains. Needless to say they are ready for the challenge of Chaplaincy. 

The reading from Roman’s brings us straight to the heart of the new covenant in Christ. 

While the law gave direction toward God we were unable to fulfil it perfectly. And here, 

through the Grace of God, we arrive at new life in Christ. 

God's son was given in limitless blessing. God is for us – for all creation. There is no 

condemnation, no charges, nothing against us. The posture of Chaplaincy is to be non- 

judgemental: to bring: hope and compassion and have empathy with the people they 

serve. 

Chaplains are trusted, due to the open -handed way they engage with people. People 

come to the Chaplains and make themselves vulnerable as they know that the Chaplain 

will not judge them. 

Chaplains meet people of many backgrounds and situations - some are very different to 

what we might normally expect, and there are times when God uses the person in front 

of us to transform our heart from one of stone to one of flesh and blood. Chaplaincy is 

as transformational for the Chaplain as it is for the people that they Minister to. 

This reading echoes that hope expressed by the writer of Romans: a Christian life lived in 

a realm beyond the rigidity, grasp and power of the law, and good Chaplains are a living 

model of that for those they meet. 

 

Our 2nd reading from John 15: 9-17 

 

Jesus said – This is my commandment, that you love one another as I love you. 

The essential basis of Chaplaincy is the embodiment of the call to love others , the 

expression of love may be very practical – as people are struggling with anxiety, grief, 

coming to terms with illness or issues with relationships, what is needed is a place of 

physiological safety rather than a Sermon. When someone is drowning they need to be 



taken out of the water and put in a place of safety 1st and then, when they are safe and 

reassured ........ then the swimming lessons can begin. 

Jesus demonstrated this love by spending time with notorious sinners, the sick, the 

ceremonial unclean. He ate with anyone who provided hospitality, and did not shame 

any ‘of the least of these'. 

I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. ....... Jesus the 

Christ chose us, appointed (called) and sent us to bear fruit and this fruit can take time to 

grow, but we are assured that it will endure, it will last.   

A Chaplain often doesn't see the fruit of their labours – that is for someone else. 

We focus on the Chaplaincy themes of watching, remembering, make known, non-

judgmental, with the essential element of listening to God's voice, and an enduring love 

and compassion for all people. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN 622 We sing a love that that sets all people free 

  

PRAYERS of Intercession 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for those you called to follow you across the years, and for 

those who have had the courage to respond in faith. Help us to be ready to respond in 

return, willing to commit ourselves to your service and to walk the way of the cross. 

When you ask us to listen to your voice – to your word that confronts, challenges, 

teaches and inspires, living  Lord. 

When you ask us to reach out in love – to the indifferent, the hostile, the unlovely, the 

unacceptable, living Lord. 

When you ask us to let go of self- to share, to care, to give, and to sacrifice, living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as you called the Apostles at the start of your ministry, and as you have 

called so many others since, so your call comes to us , urging us to respond in faith and 

to share in the work of your kingdom.  When you speak your word, living Lord help us to 

say yes. 

We pray together saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  and 

the power, and  the glory, for ever. Amen 

  

HYMN  739 The Church's one foundation 

  

BENEDICTION 

May God, who is the ground of hope, fill you with all joy and peace as you lead the life of 

faith until, by the power of the Holy Spirit, you overflow with hope.  And the blessing of 

God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you this day and always. 

 

Amen. 



  

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 
 


