
Order of Service Sunday 24th October 2021 

 

Church Notices 

 

The monthly joint Harvest Service next week 31st October 2021 will be held at 

at Newtonmore 10:30 am. 

 

A box to receive donations for the food bank will be in the Church today and next 

week. 
 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, God's praise will continually be in my mouth 

My soul makes me boast in the Lord let the humble hear and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt God's name together. 

Come praise the Lord, All God's servants, All who serve in God's temple, 

 

Let us worship giving God all praise and glory 

 

We open our worship this morning by singing our 1st Hymn 

 

HYMN 286 : Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord. 

 

 

Prayer of Approach/ Confession: Let us pray: 

 

Triumphant praise and joy these we bring as we enter Your court with praise and 

thanksgiving. Bowing our heads and joining in prayer for You O God are gracious and 

Your mercy everlasting. 

This is the day You have made for worship and we thank You for it, we thank You for 

each other, for the people we are and the places we have come from, for all that we shall 

become as we walk with You, for all You have given, we praise and worship You. 

We thank You for the love of Christ encircling us, Your Spirit guiding us, so that we might 

bring our lives before You, in praise and worship. 

 

Amen 

 

Our first reading this morning: Mark Ch 10 v 46 - 52 

 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were 

leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by 



the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” 

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his 

cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and 

followed Jesus along the road. 

 

  

HYMN 130: Ye Servants of God, your master proclaim 

 

Our second reading this morning : Hebrews Ch 7 v 23 - 28 

 

Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from 

continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 

Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because 

he always lives to intercede for them. 

Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart 

from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need 

to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. 

He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as 

high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed 

the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 

 

 

Thought for Today 

 

How can we discover right across the world Common ground on which to act? 

The weight of expectation that rests on our country's leaders, the Church and the world's 

religions today is enormous. Post-pandemic we can all be caught up in the rhetoric of 

change and hope and desire the common effort for a better world. As long as there is 

hunger, poverty, disease, corruption, hatred, warfare, lies, spin and despair there will still 

be people who are sitting by the side of the road crying out to Jesus for mercy. People 

who are hurt and desperate, with little hope. The images in our readings challenge us to 

reflect on the life circumstances of the world's poor and destitute who call out 

continuously for mercy. Most have no security blanket, no coats to keep them warm and 

no hope for a better life. What therefore are the words and actions of mercy to the 

socially and economically disadvantaged persons who live in despair in our world. 

Sometimes life is so unfair we can't begin to understand it. And that's when we begin to 

understand it. And that's when we begin to question not just the fairness of life, but the 

fairness of God. Saying life isn't fair, is not the same as saying God isn't fair, because God 



doesn't owe us anything. On the contrary, we owe God everything: our time, our talent, 

our money, even our very lives. 

The lives we live are lives that God has given to us; the breath we take, the clothes on 

our backs, the food on our table, our health in its varying degrees, the gifts of mind and 

body to do the jobs we've been called to do....... all of it is the gift of God. It is always 

easier to give up than to endure. It's always easier to blame others than to take 

responsibility for one's life but there is power in determination. When a person simply 

will not be defeated by any circumstance that they have to overcome, something almost 

magical happens, which leads us to a blind beggar sitting beside the road in an act of 

desperation and blind faith. Bartimaeus although he was blind must have sensed that 

there was something happening, he started crying out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” People around him rebuked him telling him to be quiet, which encouraged him 

to shout out louder. 

Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cry and told his disciples, to call him. So they called to the blind 

man  “Cheer up! On your feet, he's calling you.” 

Throwing his cloak aside, Bartimaeus came to Jesus and he was willing to come to Jesus 

to be cured of his blindness, such faith was remarkable and that enabled him to follow 

Jesus. This all seems so level and remarkable. In reading the story of Blind Bartimaeus it 

involves two contrasts. There is the obvious clash between the appearance of the poor 

beggar who comes with only his need, receives sight and immediately follows Jesus and 

the blind disciples who have been portrayed as fearful and lagging behind. The poor 

man, in his eagerness to follow Jesus, throws off the cloak he spread out each day to 

catch the coins begged, his only means of a livelihood. Bartimaeus’ action in discarding 

his cloak is powerful. The cloak is his protection, his working clothes his fashion 

statement, his bank, - yet he throws it away eagerly. He knows he needs something else, 

therefore he casts aside what he has to receive it. 

We see the crowd in this story, full of the uncaring, “Keep this nobody out of the way!” 

Watch the way the crowd are portrayed as the Cross looms. The crowd have become 

mean towards Bartimaeus. By his attention Jesus shows in his actions which were more 

powerful than words, in the eyes of God, no one is nobody, everyone a name, a place 

and a value. Even on the way to the cross Jesus’ actions more powerful than any words 

that, in the eyes of God, no one is nobody, everyone has a name, a place and a value. 

The persecuted Gentile church which Mark wrote would also have heard it as a message 

of hope that outsiders are included in the kingdom; that God's purpose is accomplished 

even on the way to a cross; that those who are broken may still lead others to faith. We 

are all blind or broken in some way   but by the grace of God we can be healed and used 

to the glory of Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: 483: Father of heaven, whose love profound 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 



We come to You, because we know you will hear our cry. We come to You, because You 

call us near to You. We come to You, because You deliver and serve. We come to You 

now with our prayers and petitions. 

In the noise of voices calling for revenge and restitution,  for judgement and 

punishment,  we pray for the courage to speak in the midst of injustice because it defies 

evil, and renews determination in our compassionate hearts. 

Though crosses may loom, and opponents gather, through our devotion to You, we 

choose to embrace and enjoy for our own sake, and that of the least, the healing power 

of celebration. As we lift our own hidden prayers to You in silence, for You hear even that 

which is unspoken – (time 2 minutes) 

 

Taking comfort from our prayers may we comfort one another through Your love and 

the sharing of our experience. 

God of wholeness, we celebrate the healing You bring to us and our world, and we 

celebrate the promised wholeness that awaits all of creation in Your eternal reign. Hear 

our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. We join together saying, Our Father, 

who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

AMEN 

 

HYMN 527: Lord, make us servants of your peace. 

 

BENEDICTION   

With the healing love of Christ, and the strengthening power of the Spirit rest in the 

knowledge that God always provides. Therefore give and love with a generous heart, for 

this honours God who is most generous and loving. 

And the blessing of Almighty God, Father Son and Holy Spirit be with you all now and 

for evermore 

 

Amen 
 

 


