
Sunday 31 October: Harvest Service at Newtonmore: 

 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 65 v 9-13 

 

You care for the land and water it; 

you enrich it abundantly. 

The streams of God are filled with water 

to provide the people with grain, 

for so you have ordained it. 

You drench its furrows and level its ridges; 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 

You crown the year with your bounty, 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 

The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 

The meadows are covered with flocks 

and the valleys are mantled with grain; 

they shout for joy and sing. 

 

 

Hymn 230: Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field 

 

Thought 1:  Our Harvest: 

 

God has given us our harvest- crops for the farmers, veg and fruit in our gardens; 

also our tangible harvest - new skill? golf? swim? craft? computer? 

and our personal harvest - income, peace, security, health, relationships.... 

God has given us talents and abilities as well as resources - rain, sun, strength, fitness, 

intellect.... 

 

Reading: Psalm 107 v 1-9, 35-38 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his love endures forever. 

 

Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story— 

those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 

those he gathered from the lands, 

from east and west, from north and south. 

 

Some wandered in desert wastelands, 

finding no way to a city where they could settle. 

They were hungry and thirsty, 

and their lives ebbed away. 



Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

He led them by a straight way 

to a city where they could settle. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 

for he satisfies the thirsty 

and fills the hungry with good things 

 

He turned the desert into pools of water 

and the parched ground into flowing springs; 

there he brought the hungry to live, 

and they founded a city where they could settle. 

They sowed fields and planted vineyards 

that yielded a fruitful harvest; 

he blessed them, and their numbers greatly increased, 

and he did not let their herds diminish. 

 

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving for all God has given us, and dedication of offering. 

 

Thought 2:  God’s Harvest: 

 

We are his people: what achievements of ours can he look back on with satisfaction this 

year? 

 - our faithfulness to him? - our deepening of faith? 

- Bible reading and prayer? 

- how we have spent our time? our talents?  our money? 

- our service of his Kingdom?  - who we have helped and how? 

- what we have said or done? - our witness to our friends, family, neighbours, world? 

 

Reading: John 15 v 15-17 

 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 

made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 

you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other. 

 

Prayer for forgiveness and moment of silence for our own prayers. 

 

Hymn 229: We plough the fields and scatter 

 

Thought 3: The Harvest of the World: 

 

Other lands: natural disasters - no harvest, nothing to eat 



                         war - no harvest, nothing to eat 

                         poverty - poor harvest, not enough to eat. 

This land - job loss, ill health, family break-up, not enough to eat, 

                    food banks , food hubs 

 

Reading: Habakkuk 3 v 17-18 

 

Though the fig tree does not bud 

and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 

and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen 

and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 

I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

 

How would we feel? 

 

Reading: Matthew 9 v 35-38 

 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” 

 

Prayer for God's harvesters and the harvest of the world, aid organisations, Christian Aid, 

Tearfund, missionaries, foodbanks etc, and for us to do more. 

For COP26: the health of the world and all of us who impact it. 

Moment of silence for our own prayers. 

 

Hymn 595: O Breath of Life come sweeping through us 

 

Thought 4: The Harvest of the future 

 

We see so much evil in the world.....Why does God allow....? 

He is waiting, giving people every chance to come to him and be part of his final harvest. 

 

Reading: Matthew 13 v 24-30, 36-43 

 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 

seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then 

the weeds also appeared. 



The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 

Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 

‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat 

with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 

First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and 

bring it into my barn.’ 

 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the 

world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the 

people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end 

of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 

The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 

everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing 

furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

 
The time is coming when God will separate the good from the bad; separate those who 

follow him (the harvest, the wheat) from those who don't (the weeds, the 

tares).  Sometimes we get impatient with God over the state of the world, just as we get 

impatient for our strawberries to ripen in the garden.  We long for his harvest time to 

come.  But he knows best, and he wants everyone to have a chance to turn to him - 

because asking him to come quicker means, wanting to deny some folk that 

opportunity.  The harvest must be ripe before it can be harvested - but it will be - the 

crop has not been nor will it ever be, abandoned in the field. 

 

Prayer:  read Hymn 721 as a prayer, and the Lord's prayer. 

 

Summary: Thoughts on Harvest: 

 

Ours, God's, the worlds, the future harvest - 

We don't know what situation we will find ourselves in a year or twos time from now, just 

as two years ago, we would never have envisaged the experiences we have all been 

through over the last eighteen months because of the pandemic. 

But we do know that God is faithful and we can go on with him in trust and faith, 

whatever type of harvest we may find ahead of us in our lives. 

 

Hymn 233: Come you thankful people, come. 

 

Benediction. 
 


