
 

 

Words of Welcome, Good morning and welcome to worship, this morning, 

 

Let us worship God 

We open our worship this morning by singing our 1st Hymn 

 

HYMN 111: Holy  holy, holy 

 

Prayer: Let us pray: 

 

All praise and glory , honour and power to your name, God almighty, You are holy and 

majestic in Your presence in Your person and in Your ways . High and lifted up, nothing 

escapes Your view. 

Jesus taught us that You even know when a sparrow even falls from a tree and You even 

tend to the flowers of the field as if each one was irreplaceable.  How much more are we 

, all humankind, the work of Your hands and the apple of Your eye. 

Such a reminder is staggering, difficult for us to comprehend, especially when we know 

ourselves to be far from perfect. Yet , because of Christ, You look past our faults to our 

potential, You show mercy rather than condemn us, You Express interest in what we can 

be rather than what we have been, You grant grace upon grace. 

Thank you, Lord, Thank You that in your hands our brokenness is not something that 

resigns us to the rubbish tip. Instead, You are the original recycler, taking what we are, 

wasting nothing of our life experience and fashioning us into something beautiful. 

Thank you, Lord. 

Thank You that despite our waywardness and because of Your compassion, there is still 

hope for us to be purposeful in the things of Your Kingdom. In this regard, the stories of 

old, the tales of those who have gone before us, both in bible times and since then, give 

us reason to believe that all is not lost. 

And so, we pray that You will speak to us clearly today as we listen to the Bible passages. 

May your written word be brought to life by the presence of Your living word. 

Take our lives, then, as we once more lay them before You, as we submit to You and 

Your ways, as we put fresh faith in Your plan and purpose, as we again take on trust the 

promises of Christ. 

 

Amen 

 

Our first reading this morning: Mark 10:35-45 

 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want 

you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be 

baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 



”We can,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am 

baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 

those for whom they have been prepared.” 

When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. Jesus called 

them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles 

lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. 

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Laggan 

Kingussie 

  

HYMN 132 Immortal, Invisible, God only wise 

Our second reading this morning : Hebrews 5: 1-10 

 

Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the 

people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal 

gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to 

weakness. This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of 

the people. And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by 

God, just as Aaron was. 

In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But 

God said to him, 

“You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father.” 

And he says in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

in the order of Melchizedek.” 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent 

cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of 

his reverent submission. 8Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he 

suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey him and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

 

 

 

Thought for Today 

We have to  read Genesis chapter 14, verses 17-20 to remind us who Melchizedek is, he 

was a King and a priest and from that information we realise that there is a clear parallel 

here with Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the anointed One of God. Although King and 

Head of the Church, Jesus is also our Intermediary; the One who stands in the gap 

between mankind and God, pleading our case and offering Himself that we might be 

pardoned from our sin. Like every other priest in Scripture, the calling is to represent 



people before God. To achieve that requires empathy. In life and death, nobody fills that 

role better than Christ. Yet , in one respect, we know that He is different from every other 

priest; unlike them, He is perfect. 

We are travelling towards Advent only 4 Sunday's to go and we will be in Advent. 

Jesus is on  his way to Jerusalem. He has turned towards the opposition, towards the 

cross and death. He wants his disciples to understand and be prepared. It must have 

been so hard for Jesus when they failed to grasp what he was saying. 

James and John had just heard Jesus talking about his death and yet they were still 

thinking in terms of power and rule. They still did not understand what sort of Messiah 

Jesus is. They could only think in earthly terms. Only after the crucifixion would they see 

in a different way. 

James and John were after position and promotion : They wanted personal gain and 

power. Their thoughts were on getting not giving, on success rather than sacrifice. The 

other ten disciples were angry with James and John because they thought they had tried 

to steal a lead on them. The twelve could only see the rule of Jesus and his Kingdom in 

earthly terms of power and force. The Messiah the Jews hoped for was the Lion of Judah, 

a king like David who would drive out the enemies. Although we have not read it this 

morning a reading from Isaiah where we would get a glimpse of a different Messiah: not 

so much the Lion of Judah but the Lamb of God. We see the portrayal of the Suffering 

Servant. Jesus wants his disciples to understand that he is about to fulfil the role of the 

suffering servant. We heard this in our reading from Mark's Gospel. There may be a 

triumphal entry but soon the road will lead to the cross. Jesus did not come to win by 

force or to yield power . He came to win by love and to give his life as a ransom for 

many. Jesus could call on all the power and might that he desired but he chose the way 

of self-giving and love. Jesus understood you cannot force people into the kingdom , 

you cannot make people love God; you can only win them by love and grace . It is for 

this reason he calls his followers to do as he does , to give of themselves and to serve.  A 

Christian can be seen as someone who has come down into the world. We should be 

able to step off our pedestal, relinquish our hold on power and possessions,  and give 

ourselves in love and service. The question will not be how much you have  gained but 

rather how much you have given of yourself. The church that wields power and strives 

possessions  is in danger of betraying the Servant King. 

In gifting Jesus to the world, God deliberately chooses a different path. Of course , Christ 

speaks and ministers with authority. But it's not the Kind that rides rough-shod over 

people. Instead, He identifies with folk, comes alongside and gently guides. 

 

HYMN: 184 “Sing to the LORD a joyful song" 

 

Prayers for people 

 

Lord, before we pray for the needs of those we love and for so many around the world 

who we shall perhaps never know personally, sometimes we are caught up in 

complicated situations that cause grief and raise questions. We find it hard to let go of 

those emotions and even harder to forgive. Soften our hearts, God, and help us to 

forgive others, even as You have forgiven us in Christ. 



Equally, there have been occasions when it is we who have been at fault; our words and 

actions have visited hurt on someone else, either knowingly or unwittingly. We confess 

that, even when we are aware of the tension that has arisen, we still find it challenging to 

address the brokenness and we shy away from saying sorry. 

Give us, we pray, something of the spirit of Jesus - can we follow in his footsteps to 

become peacemakers, opening the door to reconciliation and healing. 

Hear and answer us according to Your mercy, Heavenly Father, and glorify Your name in 

our midst that all may know You are the LORD, and that nothing is impossible for You. In 

Jesus’ name we pray  and join together saying, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive  us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN: 374 From heaven you came, helpless babe. 

 

At Kingussie-- Please look up Hymn 786, we sing this following the Benediction 

 

BENEDICTION   

God knows your name, and calls you to serve others in his. Go then, to love and serve 

the LORD,  by loving and serving all those with whom you share the earthly life. 

And   the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you all today 

and every day. 

All God's people said 

 

AMEN 

 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us 
 


