
Sunday service 19 September 2021 
 

Order of Service19th September 2021 

 

Church Notices 

 

There will be a church sale of venison at Laggan on the 25th September 
which will be outside, then teas and coffees will be served in the Laggan 
Hall. All welcome. 

 

Words of Welcome, Good morning and welcome to worship, before we 
open our worship this morning, I have a Statement regarding the 
Presbytery Mission Plan. 

 

Let us worship God 

 

We open our worship this morning by singing our 1st Hymn 

 

HYMN 1 which is Psalm 1: How blest are those who do not stray. 

 

Prayer: Let us pray: 

 

God of wisdom and love, giver of all good things, we thank you for your 
loving-kindness, and for your constant care over all creation. 
We bless you for the gift of life, for your guiding hand upon us, and your 
sustaining love within us. We thank you for friendship and duty, for good 
hopes and precious memories, for the Joy’s that cheer us, and the trials that 
teach us to trust in you. 
We bless you for Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour, For the living presence 
of your Spirit, for your Church, the body of Christ, for the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament and all the means of grace. 
In our weakness, you are our strength; in our darkness, light; in our 
sorrows, comfort and peace. From everlasting to everlasting you are our 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God , glorified for ever.  

 

Amen. 

 

Our first reading this morning: Psalm 1:1-6 

 

Blessed is the one 



who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
or sit in the company of mockers, 
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law day and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
whatever they do prospers. 
Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff 
that the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

 

HYMN 594 Come, Holy Spirit, come 

 

2nd Reading: Mark 9:30-37 

 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone 
to know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They 
will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand 
what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the 
way they had argued about who was the greatest. 
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be 
first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 
He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his 
arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me 
but the one who sent me.” 

 

The Choir will now bring their Anthem to us, ‘Lord, I lift my hands to 
you' 
  
Thought for Today 



 

Our Gospel reading splits into three parts this week. In the first part Mark 
shows Jesus seeking to keep his whereabouts a secret. The reasons are 
twofold. It was a time for teaching his disciples and getting them to 
understand his purpose and message. It was also necessary to avoid 
conflict before the disciples had time to understand. This was a precious 
and important time for Jesus. In the second part Jesus was predicting his 
death and resurrection.  He is seeking to warn his disciples of what lies 
ahead, the dangers and the suffering, his death and resurrection. The 
disciples did not understand what Jesus was saying and were afraid to ask 
him, oh how like the disciples we can and have been. How often do we after 
hearing the readings each Sunday morning go home and read them again? 
The disciples found it hard to grasp that God's Anointed One, the Messiah, 
could be rejected and killed by his own people. To understand the idea of a 
suffering Messiah was beyond their comprehension. The third part is the 
turning towards Capernaum and back towards Jerusalem and danger. The 
disciples still think in worldly terms of power – hence their rejection of any 
idea of the cross or a suffering Christ. They still expect a display of might 
and when they will share in ruling . 
When they were on their way back from Capernaum they argued with one 
another who was the greatest. In the ancient world, social position was 
highly ordered; people were expected to stay in ‘their place’. The disciples 
wanted to know their place in the kingdom so that they could get the 
greatest gain from it. The phrase ‘On the way' is the same word used in 
Mark 4:14 to describe the seed that got no entry because of Satan taking 
away any chance of growth. 
This must have been a very sad time for Jesus. He is willingly going to 
Jerusalem to offer his life for others and his disciples are arguing among 
themselves about position and power. Perhaps Judas believed that by 
betraying Jesus he would make Jesus use force against his enemies. At 
verse 35 Jesus assumes the teaching position of a rabbi by sitting down and 
calling his disciples to him. 
When Jesus turns their striving for position upside down – we do well to 
heed it. Standing, security, satisfaction, are not gained by power struggles 
or beating the Joneses, but by serving. Not from getting and gaining but 
from giving and grace. The followers of Jesus are called to serve and to give 
their lives for others as he did. 
To illustrate to his disciples Jesus picks up a child and taking it in his arms 
saying, ‘Whoever welcomes a child in my name welcomes not me, but the 
one who sent me.’ Children had no rights and could make no demands; they 
had the lowest place in the social order – of course, love made nonsense of 
such a Statement. 



We all know and understand that being a follower of Jesus means to be 
willing to give your lives to others and for others. By this welcoming of 
children, or the least, we welcome into our lives not only Jesus the risen 
Lord but also God. Jesus will emphasise his own desire to serve when James 
and John are still seeking positions of power. Then Jesus said, ‘The Son of 
man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many'  

 

Amen. 
HYMN: 166 Lord of all hopefulness 

 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION and The Lord's Prayer 

 

Loving heavenly Father, you give us the opportunity to meet you in the call 
of the poor and the cries of the needy. Give us the courage to serve and to 
share in the love that you have for all people. Teach us to be attentive and 
open to others for in meeting them we meet you. Father we give thanks for 
all who have cared for us and brought us to know you and your love. We 
ask your blessing on all who serve as ministers in the Church of Scotland 
and our local churches. We pray for those who worship at other Churches 
and denominations. May all our churches be ready to serve the needs of our 
community and the world. 
As we rejoice in your goodness and grace we remember all who hunger, all 
who are homeless, all refugees and stateless peoples. We remember ethnic 
minorities who are suffering from persecution, we remember those who 
suffer through war and violence. We pray for all FairTrade organisations. 
We give thanks for the love and care we have in our homes. We ask you to 
bless our homes. We ask you to remember all who live in poverty. Lord be 
with those who become invisible to some in their lives. We remember all 
who do not have the basic needs of care and attention. 
We pray together saying, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  

 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: 528 Make me a channel of peace 

 



Please look up Hymn 786 May the peace of God go with us, we sing this 
following the BENEDICTION 

 

Go in the peace of God, May the Lord bless you and guard you; may the 
Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you; may the Lord 
look kindly on you and give you peace.  

 

Amen. 
 


