
St. Bride’s Church of Scotland, Newtonmore 

Rev. Catherine Buchan  

 

THINGS WE NEED TO FORGET 

 

10
th

 November 2013 

 

Haggai 2:1-9 

Galatians 3:23-29 

 

When we read from the prophet Haggai, he was very specific about the date on which he received 

the message which he was to pass on to Zerubabbel the governor.  Indeed throughout his short 

prophecy Haggai is specific about when he is given his messages and who they are for.  There are 

general ideas that we can draw from his prophecy, or it wouldn't still be in the Bible, but Haggai is a 

prophet whose messages are very specific to time and place and person.  He is writing to people who 

have returned from exile, and to those who never went into exile being thought of as too negligible 

and weak to matter, and he is speaking mainly to their governor, who ruled them under the authority 

of the Babylonian king.  With so much against  them, so much that was difficult, so many bad 

memories, Haggai's message is one of hope.  God reminds the people that he is with them.  That was 

something which it would be easy for them to forget, in their daily struggle to eke out a living, in 

their daily struggle to put difficult times and memories behind them and live in hope, looking 

forward. 

 

Haggai spoke of and on a specific day with a specific context, and today as we gather in worship of 

God, which we do week by week, we do it on a specific day and in a specific context as well.  We 

may not forget that this is Remembrance Sunday.  And yet this Remembrance Sunday I want us to 

think about things which if we are Christians, we need to forget. 

  

When we talked to the children, we thought about how sometimes it is better to forget than to 

remember.  I hope none of you thought that heresy on this remembrance day.  It is something which 

I fervently believe myself, and which I find in the pages of Scripture over and over again.  God is a 

great forgetter as well as a perfect rememberer.  He says that he will forget our sins, not just forgive 

them, but also forget them, remove them, as the Psalmist says, as far as East is from West.  He will 

forget our sins but remember us, what we are in our essence.  The same Psalm, Psalm 103, says that 

“He remembers that we are dust” (Ps103:14)  God both forgets and remembers. 

 

Today our country pauses to remember, and to say that it should never happen again, never happen 

again that the world is plunged into war, that civilians are killed in their hundreds and thousands, 

that men and women are called from their lives to go to fight, whether they will or not, or to work at 

tasks which have been left unfilled by those who have gone off.  It should never happen again that 

people are driven from their homes and become refugees, or that the sound of a plane overhead 

should instil terror in small children.  We are called on to remember in the hope that in our 

remembering peace will come. 

 

Maybe.  But in almost a hundred years of remembering peace has not come to the world.  Over the 

world, in Syria, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, in Congo, in Sudan, men and women and too often even 



children have been called from home or forcibly removed from home to fight.  People have been 

made homeless and become refugees, children have been terrorised and traumatised, women and 

men have been widowed, children made orphans, and sometimes it seems that all that has been 

learned from one war to the next is how better to kill, to wound, to hurt; how better to instil the 

maximum damage on individuals and societies.   

 

Remembering may have done us good, in that coming together for a solemn purpose is good; in that 

those who still bear the invisible scars of war, whether from being fighters or those left behind can 

know that their suffering is acknowledged year by year.  But remembering has not been a path which 

leads to peace. 

 

So why don't we try the Biblical way and try forgetting?  We are Christians, so we should look to the 

Christian way, the way of Jesus, who said “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 

so that you may be children of your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:44-5).   

 

When St. Paul was writing to the Christians in Galatia, a district of what we call Turkey, he was 

worried because some of them were feeling the need to add to what Jesus did in dying for them by 

also keeping the Jewish law.  They had forgotten, or had never understood that Jesus did all that is 

necessary for us to be counted as sacred, holy in God's sight, for us to be redeemed, to be saved.  

Because of that, they thought that they needed to act like good Jews, even if they were not Jewish, to 

gain God's favour.   

 

Paul tells them to forget that.  He told them to forget acting like Jews, to forget even if they were 

Jews or if they were not – the Church was not to be divided by ethnic backgrounds.  He told them to 

forget their relative positions in civil society, that some were slaves, at the bottom of the heap and 

others were higher up the social ladder – the Church was not to be divided on economic realities.  He 

told them to forget even that some were men and some were women – the Church was not to be 

divided around the matter of gender difference.  These were things to forget.  The only way that the 

church could grow and grow together and in peace was if the Christians remembered only that they 

belonged to God, that they were held together by the work of Jesus.   

 

That is important.  Jesus said we were to love and to pray so that we would be children of our Father 

in heaven, and if we are Christians that is what we are, that is who we are.  If we are Christians, we 

need to forget our other identities, whether of nationality or gender; whether memberships of clubs 

and societies, or political parties.  We belong to God.  We are children of God and that and that 

alone is how we should define ourselves. 

 

This doesn't mean that Christian people can't or shouldn't be members of different nations, or hold 

political views and express them – you should have been here on Monday evening, when we were 

discussing what would make Scotland a better place to live: all sorts of views and no falling out.  It 

doesn't mean that a Christian can't be a member of a society, association trade union or whatever.  

But it does mean that such things are not how we should think of ourselves or define ourselves.  We 

are children of God.  That is who we are, what we are, how we are defined.  Any other loyalty comes 

a long way second.  We are not Christians and Scots, or English or German or Argentinean or 

whatever.  We are Christian, we belong to God.  The rest is forgotten.   

 

Until the rest is really forgotten, until we learn to see ourselves as naked children of God and nothing 

more, and learn to see all others that way as well, then the remembering we do today will never 

achieve peace.  Until we forget the labels, whatever they are, and see each other as children of God, 

react to each other as children of God, present ourselves to others as children of God, then wars will 

not end.  For it is in the labels we use to make ourselves different that the possibility of conflict 



arises.  It is when we see someone as less important than we are, or even when we see them as more 

important than we are and resent feeling inferior, that conflict arises.  It is when we see someone as 

different from us that the possibility of conflict arises.  Conflict, not just of armies and nations, but 

within families and communities. 

 

As children of God we are still all unique, all different.  I am not going to mix you up, once I have 

got to know you.  Your differences make you distinct.  But good parents, although they treat their 

children as the individuals that they are, do not have favourites, do not make one child more 

important than another.  Families work best when everyone knows themselves to be equally valued 

just because they are part of the family. 

 

If we have come here this morning as Christians, then we have come here as children coming to our 

Heavenly Father.  Other loyalties should be forgotten, not only in this act of worship, but in our lives.  

By being loyal to our Heavenly Father, by living as his children, we will be good citizens, good 

friends, good colleagues.  Putting God first and foremost gives us his motivation to be loving and 

loyal, to be giving and forgiving. 

 

Today as we remember, let us also have the courage to forget.  Let us have the faith to look only to 

God for our salvation and our identity. Let us ask for the vision to see ourselves as children of God, 

which is the highest of high callings, an amazing privilege and the greatest honour.  And let us dare 

to ask for the vision to see everyone else in that way as well, whether we know them well or not at 

all.  In our worship of God, today and every day, let us forget every other loyalty, and in the lives we 

live let us live as children of God who loves us and longs for us to live in peace with all his other 

children whom he equally loves and honours. Amen. 

--- oo --- 


