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The story we read excerpts from this morning is one of the best known in the book of Exodus. 

Moses, who has killed an Egyptian, has spent several years in the Midian desert as a shepherd 

and an exile. He has been there long enough to marry and have a son. And one day he sees a 

bush burning, but not burning away. Nec tamen consumebatur as the old Latin Bible had it, and 

the phrase has been the motto of the Church of Scotland since the time of the reformation: 

however it was not consumed. It is not a bad motto to have for a church which was then and is 

now sometimes viewed as on its last legs, as burning away. It was not consumed, it was not 

disappearing. And nor is God's church, of whatever denomination. It is not consumed because 

there are people to whom God speaks, as he did to Moses, and tells them, us to use the gifts and 

abilities they have to do his work and spread his kingdom. 

 

So God speaks to Moses out of the burning bush, and he tells him that he has seen the bad stuff 

happening to his people. It is good to remind ourselves of this from time to time. The people of 

God had been crying out to him and seemingly getting no answer, and might have been 

discouraged. They were not to know that God was getting his answer ready in the person of 

Moses, and that he couldn't answer quite yet, until Moses was fully prepared. Which was now. 

Now was the time. Now Moses was ready. Not that he saw it that way! 

 

God tells Moses to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let the people go. Moses was the right person to 

send. He is the Israelite – quite likely the only one – who has grown up in the royal court. He 

will have people he knows in the palace, who can make the system work for him and get him 

into Pharaoh's presence. The writer of exodus doesn't go into what a problem it could be for a 

Hebrew slave to come before Pharaoh, but it would have been. Not just anyone could waltz into 

the royal court. But Moses knew about protocol and he knew the people who could get him in. 

He was the ideal choice. 

 

Only he doesn't think so himself. I expect you know the story of his excuses. First of all he says 

that the Hebrews won't accept him as their spokesman, because he doesn't know God's name, so 

how can he be convincing when he says that God has sent him? I wonder if Moses thought he 

had God there. To know a person's name in those days, was seen as having some power over 

them. So God, if he is really almighty God, is not likely to tell Moses his name and give him that 

power, is he?  

 

But God does. God names himself, but in such a way that to know his name can only increase 

your wonder at his power, not give you a hold on him at all. “I am who I am” (or I will be who I 



will be). It is enigmatic of course, but it is a full reply. If you know this as God's name, then you 

know that you can never have power over him, because his name is his autonomy. 

 

So then Moses, thwarted on this one, says, well, what if I go and tell them that you have sent me, 

but they simply say, “No he didn't?” And God gives him a sign which he can perform with his 

shepherd's staff turning it into a snake, and a sign that he can do with his own flesh, making it 

leprous and then well again, and a sign he can do with water – the very stuff of life in that part of 

the world - turning it to blood. And he said, “They will believe you.” And Moses knew it was 

true. 

 

So then Moses comes to the nub of the matter. “Don't send me” he pleads, “send someone else.” 

This was why Moses had said “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” (3:11). It wasn't because 

he was modest, it was because he didn't want to go. After all, for all Moses knows, to return to 

Egypt is to put his life on the line. He had left because he had killed an Egyptian. It is only at the 

end of what we know as chapter 4 that God reassures him that those who sought his life in 

revenge are gone. Moses didn't want to go. 

 

When it comes to considering the stewardship of our talents, many of us may feel like saying to 

God what Moses did: “O, please send someone else!” 

 

Last year, when the Session talked about taking on the three year stewardship season proposed 

by the Church of Scotland's General Assembly, it was pretty obvious to me in the conversation, 

that most people on the Session wanted to put off looking at the stewardship of money as long as 

possible. There were various reasons for this, but among them was the thought that of the three 

stewardship areas – time, talent and money - people would find money the most problematic. But 

I wonder if that is true. I wondered it then, and I wonder it now. I wonder if, as we look deeper at 

what it means to offer God our talents, some of us may not come to the conclusion that money 

would have been easier. I wonder if for many of us it is easier to think about the giving of our 

money than the giving of our ability? 

 

Money, you see, is impersonal. We have a certain amount of it and we have to decide what to do 

with it – to spend, to save, to give, to withhold. We make these decisions based on our personal 

circumstances and priorities, but for the most part they remain personal and private decisions. 

But the way we use our time and our abilities for the spread of God's kingdom – that is very 

personal indeed. Money can be given anonymously, or not given. Almost no one need know 

what you do in that area. And money can be measured fairly objectively (though not totally 

objectively if we remember Jesus' comment on the widow and her mite). But how do you know 

when you are giving enough of yourself for God's kingdom? How can you measure what you 

give? 

 

May I suggest that there is only one way to measure it: the same way Jesus measured the 

offerings in the temple, which is, by how much it costs you.  

 

Moses knew that he might be putting his life on the line by using his ability as a former member 

of the royal household and going to Pharaoh. He had been in hiding for years. But if he were to 

do this thing that God was asking of him, he would have to be exposed and in the pubic eye 

again. It wasn't going to be easy, and he knew it.  

 

If you give your talents to God – whether it is a talent for speaking or for listening, for tapestry 

or for writing, for painting or for running, for gardening or for singing, for empathy or for 

cooking – whatever your talent is (and yes, you do have one – probably more than one!) , if you 



give it to God to use, to spread his kingdom, to share the good news of his love given to us in 

Jesus, then people will know. They will know and will recognise your skills, which can be 

embarrassing or gratifying, depending on your temperament; but they will also see deeper into 

your heart and know your priorities and your commitment to God's kingdom. 

 

And so you see that in some ways, far more than when we consider how we use our money, the 

idea of offering to God the talents he gave us to be used for his kingdom can be where the rubber 

hits the road. It is where the faith we profess becomes real, finds expression, is seen by the 

world. And not all of us want that. Some of us would rather that our faith was a quiet private 

matter, between us and God. Yes, we come to church, but our friends know that we won't talk 

about that, and they respect our privacy. The problem with that idea of faith is that it wasn't what 

Jesus meant when he asked people – when he asked you – to “Follow me”. 

 

Following Jesus when he lived in Palestine, was always a public thing. People knew who his 

disciples were. When some Greeks wanted to see Jesus they knew to approach Andrew and 

Philip. When Peter was warming himself in the High Priest's courtyard, people began to ask if he 

weren't one of that man's followers (a question to which Peter had a bad reaction). People could 

see who was with Jesus. 

 

 Similarly, when Jesus called at least some of his followers he called them so that he could use 

their talents: to the fishermen he said “I will make you fishers of men”, for he knew that this 

would take the patience they had gained by many nights spent in the boat. It would also mean 

learning to understand the mood and likely reaction of people, just as fishermen have to learn to 

gauge the water to work out where the best fishing will be on any one day. He wanted to use 

their talents and their personalities and to bring out all that God had placed inside them so that 

their lives would be witness to the power of God's kingdom in the world. 

 

When you decided to follow Jesus, when you responded to his call, you may not have known it, 

but God was planning how he could use what makes you uniquely you to show others his love.  

 

It may be things you can do, in terms of creativity – we will be looking at that in a couple of 

weeks.  

 

It may be your connections in the world. Just as Moses had the right connections to get him into 

Pharaoh's presence to give his message and begin the work of rescuing God's people, so some 

people are, for various reasons, well placed to speak in the ears of those who make decisions. 

There are those who have the ear of our politicians – even here in this small parish we have 

those. There are those who have the authority to speak in local bodies – hall committees, 

community councils, Team Newtonmore, which met this week for the first time, Laggan Forest 

Trust and so on. If we are those who have been given such a position, surely it is given us so that 

we can do our best to make sure these bodies act in such a way that accords with the values of 

God's kingdom: with justice and openness, with compassion and love. 

 

It may be that God has plans about using your personality. God needs the quiet listener as much 

as the out-going talker. God's plans take in the person who can think but not act as much as the 

person who needs to be given ideas and told what to do, and can then get on and make a good job 

of something. God needs us all, with talents we are born with, and gifts which he will give as we 

need them. And together, just as Moses and Aaron worked together, we can help bring in the 

kingdom of God, here in this parish, and in the wider world. 
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