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Mark 10:2-16 
 
In our culture, Job has long been proverbial for his patience.  “I would need the patience 
of Job!” people exclaim when faced with a very tedious task.  In the story, however, Job 
is not so much faced with a tedious task of work to do, as with the incomprehensible, 
sudden and un-looked-for loss of pretty much all he possessed and then of his health as 
well.  Perhaps the patience bit comes in more when, having undergone all this loss, he 
has to listen to his three so-called friends going on and on trying to prove to him that he 
must have done something to deserve it. 
 
It is right that Job should have become a proverbial person, because that is the way that 
the Bible uses his story – to teach a lesson, albeit not the one that his friends were 
trying to teach him.  The story of Job is just that, a story, not a history.  When Biblical 
writers are being historical, they say things like “In the days of King so-and-so,” or “In 
the days of the Judges,” or “In the year that King Uzziah died,” or some such phrase 
which roots their narrative within a particular period.  But neither the story of Job nor, as 
it happens, the story of Jonah has that sort of anchor.  
 
The chronicler of Job begins “There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was 
Job.”  Even the name of the land where Job is located is a give-away.  We know very 
little about the location of Uz.  The name only crops up a couple of other times in the 
Old Testament and its location in those references is not given.  It is a bit like J.M Barrie 
calling Peter Pan's home “Neverland”.  It is a signal to us that this is a story. 
 
Of course being a story, being, most likely , completely fiction, does not make it 
unimportant.  We can learn a lot of lessons from stories, in fact in some ways we can 
learn more from stories than from histories.  A person who sits down to invent a story 
usually does so because they have something or some things to tell us that a story will 
do best.  Very likely no one person sat down to write Job, but it would be a traditional 
tale that grew and changed in the re-telling until someone set down the version that we 
have now.  Those who passed on the story, could just have said to their hearer things 
like “God does not act according to our standards.”  Or “There is more going on in the 
world than the things that we can see.”  Or “Misfortune is not always the result of 
wickedness.”  Or many, many other truisms, which the story of Job illustrates.  But when 
you tell a story people remember it, and if it is a good story, well-told, they will think 
about it and mull it over for a long time to come, until without them realising it, the truths 
behind the story become part of the way that they look at the world.  Why do you think 
Jesus so often told parables? 
 
(Of course, this is true of “real-life” stories as well, but the teller of a true tale is restricted 
to the truth in making his or her point.) 



So having effectively begun “Once upon a time in a land far away” the writer, in what we 
call chapter 1, shows us the wealth and the piety of Job.  Then the story moves into a 
kind of cartoon heavenly court, where we see the Accuser – the Satan – challenging 
God to test Job's real piety.  Is he really as faithful to God as he looks?  Is it not mainly 
cupboard love?  If his great wealth is touched will his faith not falter? 
 
And God gives the Satan power to try Job, to test him and see what happens.  So in a 
rather comical, slapstick way, Job's oxen, donkeys, sheep and servants are consumed. 
And then the camels.  And then the children.  And Job is sad, as well he might be, but 
he does not turn against God.  “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall 
I return; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
(1:21)   
 
This is where our reading took up the story.  We return to the simplistic heavenly court 
and God tells the Satan that Job has passed the test.  But the Satan replies that he 
hasn't been properly tested yet, because his person is not affected.  Apparently a 
person can cope with the loss of everything, including children so long as he keeps his 
health!  So God allows the Satan to afflict Job with sores “from the soles of his feet to 
the crown of his head.”  Pretty bad.  And Job knows that it is going to be bad, so when 
he takes himself off to the ash-heap – maybe as a sign of mourning for all he has lost – 
he takes with him a bit of broken pot to scrape and scratch himself with.  But still he will 
not blame God.   
 
His wife mocks him for his integrity.  What is the point of being loyal to a God who 
allows such dreadful things to happen to you?  In her words we hear the questions and 
accusations of many down through the centuries to this time and place.  She says Job 
is foolish, but he says, no, she is the fool. 
 
And Job is right.  Integrity is very important, and when we stop to think about it, we 
know that.  We - and the press – are appalled when a public figure does not display 
integrity, when he or she says one thing but acts in a contradictory way. Integrity is 
having inner truth.  It means that our actions agree with our words, because we all know 
that how a person acts illustrates what they really believe inside, whatever they may 
say.  Christians are called to have integrity, to have inner truth and outward truth, to be 
all of a piece.  When a person is training to be a minister or a reader in this church one 
of the areas in which he or she is assessed is what is known as “the integrity of faith 
and life.”  In other words, those training and assessing look for a person to be wholly 
truthful.  For them to act out what they say they believe, for their beliefs to shape their 
life. 
 
And the idea of integrity brings us to that very tricky little passage from Mark's gospel 
which we read this morning.  The Pharisees are at their favourite trick of trying to make 
Jesus contradict the Jewish law, because if he did that they would have him.  If he put it 
aside, if he lowered its standards, they could call him a heretic and people would no 
longer listen to him.  So they chose the tricky issue of divorce.  Can you or can't you?   
 
In Jesus' day only a man could instigate a divorce.  A wife was considered property – 
although in most cases beloved and cherished property – and so she could not divorce 
her husband.  It was a system which was far from the ideal that God had for his creation 
when he created male and female in his own image, and the result for the divorced 
woman was that she was usually seen as damaged goods, and dropped out of society.   



 
So Jesus turns the question back on the askers.  What did Moses command?  (Note, 
not what did he allow, but what did he command.)  And they say that Moses allowed the 
writing of certificates of divorce.  But Jesus reminds them that this is a permission, not a 
command.  A permission because fallen people cannot always attain God's ideal.  And 
he holds God's original ideal before them.  That what God has joined together no one 
must separate. 
 
Jesus was not undermining the Law, so much as reminding people of God's original 
intent.  He was talking about living before God with integrity.  Christianity means nothing 
if it doesn't mean that we have higher standards for ourselves, than the rest of the 
world.  We are to keep our integrity, and not only our personal integrity, as Job did, but 
also the integrity of God's intention for our race. God intended that we should be one. 
God intended that both man and woman should be in his image, and so no one should 
be another person's property, but all are equally important.  We are called to keep God's 
integrity, which is a high calling.  On another occasion Jesus told his followers that we 
must be perfect as God our Father is perfect.  Here he shows one outworking of God's 
perfection. 
 
In what Jesus said to his disciples on the matter he shows the highest standards for our 
interpersonal relationships that there could be.  However Jesus of all people knew that 
sometimes, things happen and sometimes God's ideal does not work out in specific 
instances.  Many of us have had our lives touched by divorce – our own or someone 
else's.   But as Christians, and as the church still we hold to our integrity, and seek to 
live with God's standards of love and care for each and every one.  
 
Love and care is what it is all about.  The very next little incident shows this, when 
Jesus blesses the children who the disciples would have sent away.  If men and women 
are both made in God's image, so are children.  We don't grow into God's image at our 
coming of age.  We are born with God's DNA within us. 
 
This week I was visiting a family where there is a baby to be baptised and a little boy of 
not quite 2 years.  Little Jamie was running around, excited to see a stranger in his 
home, excited by this and that – the dog and the cat – excited by life.  Suddenly out of 
the window he saw the birds begin their evening swooping and diving in the trees 
nearby.  He stopped and held up his hands in amazement “Birds!”  He exclaimed.  
“Birds!”  I was struck by the completeness and simplicity of his response to those birds.  
His whole being was, for a minute, focussed on them, and his heart was full of wonder.  
If we are to live with integrity, like Job, like Jesus himself, then we should embrace the 
kingdom of God with that simplicity and wonder – the wonder of a child.  When we do, 
our inner truth will shine forth and people will see the God in whose image we and they 
are made.  Amen. 
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