
St. Bride’s Church of Scotland, Newtonmore 

Rev. Catherine Buchan 

REVELATION 

 

 

15
th

 March 2015 

 

Revelation 1:9-18 

Revelation 3:7-13 

 

All through the weeks of our Bible study I have tried to tie in the sermon on Sunday with at least 

some of what we were reading as we made our way through the New Testament. At our last 

study meeting a couple of weeks ago, Mary Kirk said that she had found it helpful, and after a 

fairly heated debate about the book of Revelation, she said she was looking forward to what I 

would make of that on Sunday. However we had a guest preacher last Sunday, so I have had an 

extra week to think about it all! 

 

The reason that the debate about Revelation was heated was because when we come to read its 

pages we discover that it is a book like no other in the New Testament. Indeed, as one of the 

people at the study said, it is far more like a part of the Old Testament which has strayed into the 

New. And, to make things difficult, it is like a piece of the more obscure parts of the Old 

Testament, like the second half of the book of Daniel, the bit after the stories about the lions and 

the fiery furnace and the other stories you might know. Many of us stop reading Daniel after 

these stories, because the next bit is full of dreams and visions and mythical beasts, and is hard to 

get to grips with.  

 

And Revelation is like Ezekiel, a prophet with much to say and a tortuous way of saying it. One 

commentary on Ezekiel is entitled "All things weird and wonderful", and if you read his 

prophecy you will see why. He is another one who tries to express the inexpressible things of 

God by means of dream sequences and symbols. Daniel, Ezekiel and Revelation are not going to 

yield their secrets easily, so we shy away from them, but each of them is worth spending some 

time with, immersing yourself in the imagery and letting the strangeness get into your soul. If 

nothing else, they will remind you that God is not like us, and the things of God are vaster, 

higher and more mysterious than we often remember!  

 

All the same the Revelation of St. John is not an Old Testament book, even though it contains 

strange imagery, even though the writer seems to take an almost unholy joy (or maybe it is a 

very holy joy) in the destruction of the wicked. It is very much a New Testament book, because 

it talks - a lot- about Jesus. It talks a lot about Jesus, and because it is an apocalypse, it talks 

about Jesus in glory, Jesus triumphant, Jesus as Lord. And so we see Jesus, not as the preacher, 

the carpenter from Nazareth, not as the healer and wonder-worker, or as the suffering Messiah in 

the gospels. We see Jesus in glory. Only there are not words to say this properly. Our human 

languages have no words, and our human minds have no images and pictures to compass the 

glory of the risen Christ in the throne room of God.  

 

How do you describe something indescribable? By definition it is impossible. How do you 

imagine the unimaginable, whether good or bad? Are you a fan of science fiction? If you are, 



think how some of those writers help you to see their visions of other worlds, or the way they 

want to imagine the world we know, but with their own original twist on it. How do they do it? 

Very often by using images, similes, saying it is like this, like that but with differences. The 

writer of Revelation did that as well. And so we are shown Jesus in images: we see him as 

shining, as having a sword coming from his mouth, as the lion of Judah and the lamb that was 

slain, now enthroned. We see the Jesus who, risen in glory, makes all things new. 

 

And we see him talking to the churches. Revelation is not a book written in a vacuum, just for 

the fun of it. It is not written to puzzle us, though we might think so. Just as all parts of the Bible 

were, it is written for a specific audience at a specific time, although, again like all the rest of the 

Bible, it contains timeless truth. John wrote this apocalypse to seven churches located in Asia 

Minor, or Turkey. He wrote to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 

Philadelphia and to Laodicea. He wrote at a time when to write plainly might be to get his 

readers into trouble, should the letter be intercepted, and so he wrote in an apocalypse, with 

coded imagery. He wrote because he could see that there was a time of trial coming to the 

churches, a persecution as great as any that had come before. He wrote to strengthen the 

churches for the ordeal that might lie before them, and to do so by showing them that in 

everything Jesus will always be triumphant. He does not promise them an easy time in the 

immediate future, but he does show them that in the eternal scheme of things, all will be well. 

And he shows them that as followers of the lamb, they are already in the eternal scheme of 

things. 

 

He shows the incorporation of the churches into the heavenly drama that is eternally being 

played out, and in which since the cross Jesus will always be triumphant by the way in which the 

seven churches are individually addressed.  As well as the general message, John included a 

specific message to each of these churches, and it was one of these, the message to Philadelphia 

that we read today.  

 

He does not address it to the church at Philadelphia, though, he addresses it as from Jesus to "the 

angel of the church at Philadelphia.” The angel. It is a lovely thought to know that each church 

has its own angel, if that is what this means. That the church, or gathering, at Newtonmore has an 

angel to represent us in the heavenly courts. I like that. It reminds me that who we are here on the 

ground, as it were, is not all that we are, because we have God's Spirit and a place in heaven. It 

tells me that we are part of something far bigger than we can begin to know.  

 

At the same time, what is the point in talking to the angel of a church unless the message is going 

to get to the church as well? One commentator I have read on this passage suggests that bother 

way to understand "angel" is that the word is a symbol for the corporate spirit of the church. In 

the personalised messages to the seven churches they are commended for what they do right and 

rebuked for what they do wrong. Now not everyone in a church will be doing or thinking the 

same things. But there is a general spirit in any gathering of God's children. You can go into 

some churches and feel welcome, and into others and feel like an outsider. You can meet 

churches which give off a powerful sense of who and what they think most important, whether 

that is certain types of people or certain brands of theology. We do it without even knowing it. 

Churches have a corporate entity and corporate spirit which has a lot to do with the individuals 

which make it up,, but which is different from any one of them. It may be that in addressing the 

angel of the church, the writer is addressing the corporate spirit. 

 

Be that as it may, angels in heaven, or angels among the congregation, the churches are 

commended and rebuked in order that they may be strengthened and purified for the coming 



trials. And so to the church in Philadelphia the one who has the key of David, who opens doors 

that no one can shut says 

 

"I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I 

know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my 

name."  

 

I know your works. That is the message given to the angels of all the churches. I know your 

works. The messages show that the exalted Christ also knows the context of these works, 

whether they are great works or small, and takes that into consideration. The Philadelphian 

church has little power. They are not a big group, not influential in their town, and the risen 

Christ knows that, and so knows that it is a big thing that they have kept his word and not denied 

his name.  

 

I wonder what Christ in glory would say to the angel of the church in Newtonmore? Have we 

trials coming to us?  Many of our sister churches in the world have known trial, attack and 

difficulty in the past weeks and months, and who is to say that trouble will be kept from this little 

corner of the world.  The world is a volatile place these days, and distances mean less and less 

than once they did.  I saw a statement this week from a member of and Indian church which had 

known fierce opposition recently in which the writer reminded us that Jesus told us that we were 

to expect trouble and hardship, and that when it comes we should be glad that we are counted 

worthy to suffer for the sake of Christ.  Now that in itself is a challenge to us all!  So, what 

would Christ in glory say to the church in Newtonmore? 

 

Each of these personal messages begins by describing Jesus in different ways - the One who 

holds the seven stars, the First and the Last, him who has the two-edged sword, the Son of God, 

the Amen - and the description has something to do with what the message is.  

So maybe the message would be something like this:  

 

To the angel of the church of St. Bride's at Newtonmore. 

 

These are the words of the one who speaks the words of eternal life. I know your works, that you 

seek to remain outward looking even though so many discount your faith as being of the past and 

irrelevant. Remain firm in your faith and you will see the wonders that I can do through you in 

my name. I know that there are many distractions in your lives. Hold firm to what is true and 

what is essential. You live in a day when people search after many meanings: but I am the way to 

the Father, and the truth and the life. If you conquer I will acknowledge you before my Father in 

heaven. 

 

Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. Amen. 

 

--- ooo --- 


