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When I come up into the pulpit I get a really good view of you all!  I can see who is 
here and who is awake and who is not.  The reason the pulpit is elevated is really so 
that you can see the minister or the person speaking, and so that the sound of the 
voice gets out better, but it also functions as a bit of a watchtower for me! 
 
Keeping watch is a theme in our readings today.  Jesus tells his disciples to keep 
watch for his coming, and Ezekiel is told that he is a watchman set before the house 
of Israel, to warn them of harm coming to them.  The kind of watchman Ezekiel has 
in mind is the kind who stands on the city wall, maybe in a small tower and looks out 
with a trumpet in his hand, ready to blow it and give the alarm should he see ene-
mies approaching.  He sounds the trumpet and then it is the responsibility of the 
people who hear it to protect themselves and their families.  The point is that if he 
fails in his duty, if the trumpet stays silent and the people are unprepared, then any 
loss of life is on his head; whereas if he performs his duty but the people choose to 
ignore it and make no preparations, then they have to take the blame for whatever 
misfortune may befall them.  Which seems fair to me. 
 
But it must have been a bit of a facer for Ezekiel to be told that in the same way, God 
has appointed him to be a sentinel, a watchman, a trumpet-blower for the people of 
Israel.  What a responsibility!  If he failed to speak God’s word to them, so that they 
could not hear it and respond, then any consequences of their ignorance would be 
his fault.  Perhaps it was this thought which made Ezekiel the fervent, persistent 
prophet which he was.  Maybe if we applied this idea to ourselves as watchmen for 
our parish, we too would re-assess our priorities. 
 
Jesus told his little parable which we read, in the context of talking about when the 
longed for “Day of the Lord” would come: that day when God would restore every-
thing to its proper place and perfection, that day when his children would be vindi-
cated; that day which the people of Israel had been looking for since the prophets 
spoke of it – Amos, and Joel and Malachi in particular.  He talked about things that 
would happen and that might look like portents, but tells his disciples, that portents or 
not, they still won’t be able to tell when the great day will come, the day which Jesus 
says will also now include his own return in glory.  And he told his friends to keep 
watch.  Just as in those days servants left in charge of a great house would not know 
precisely, or perhaps even approximately when their master would return – not hav-



ing the same kind of postal service we are used to never minds phones and comput-
ers – and would not want to be caught misbehaving, or doing anything other than 
performing their duties properly, so Jesus assumes that his friends would not want 
his return to catch us on the hop.  The task of the doorman, or the guard, would be to 
keep watch over the property in case of approaching enemies or thieves, but in the 
master’s absence he would also always be looking out for his return, and the other 
servants would know this, so that his very presence, faithfully watching would remind 
them to get on with their own work. 
 
Who are our watchmen?  Well, here I am in a pulpit, bringing the word of God to you, 
so one answer to that question is the minister, or anyone else who comes before 
God’s people, God’s servants, and reminds them of God’s word.  It is not a task to 
take on lightly, and just as I imagine Ezekiel did, I sometimes feel the weight of the 
responsibility.  More and more in churches just now elders and others are being en-
couraged to discover their gifts and talents in helping people draw near to God in 
worship and hear his word to them, and that is a good thing, a thing I would like to 
see more of in our congregation.  But it is not a thing to be taken lightly.  When the 
people who need to be watched over, watched-out for are the people of God, then 
anyone who helps us to listen to God and obey him is the watchman. 
 
But what if we take a wider view of who God and his word is for?  What if we re-
member that the words of the prophets were very often addressed to those outside 
the nation of Israel who had been called to be God’s chosen people?  What if we 
look at our advent wreath with its two candles burning brightly, and remember that 
Jesus came to be the light of the world, not only of the church?  If the word of God is 
coming in love and warning to the whole world, then who are the watchmen? 
 
Surely all of us who know God in Jesus, all of us who have heard his word, are the 
watchmen for the world.  To us falls the task, by word and by deed, of bringing the 
word of God to a people who badly need to hear it.  When God speaks to Ezekiel 
about his watchman role, he speaks in terms of warning.  When Jesus speaks of the 
doorkeeper looking out for the master’s return it is also with a slight feeling of warn-
ing.  But the warning and the need for people to act as watchmen, as trumpet blow-
ers, as those who keep people safe in their service of God, is not because God 
wants to catch us out, but quite the reverse. 
 
 “As I live,” says God in a message through his prophet, “I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn back from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die?”  (v:11) 
 
God does not want to have to condemn, God is not looking for reasons to vent his 
anger, quite the reverse.  He wants to be able to live in peace and joy with his peo-
ple, all the people of his creation.  If you have spent a lot of time making something, 
making it as good as it can be, whether you are working in wood or in cake-batter, in 
paint or in knitting wool, when it is done, you want people to see it in its best light, to 
see how good it can be.  You don’t want to see it taken and battered, ripped, 
smashed or muddied.  And God, who made us in his own image to reflect his glory in 
the world does not want to come and catch us taking his image and his glory and 
abusing it or defiling it with our faithless ways.  It is his delight to give life to all. 
 



What God wants is that people should be all that he made us to be, so that we may 
live, live with him in unclouded fellowship.  This was why he sent Jesus, whose ad-
vent we think of in these weeks.  He sent him to help us see our relationship with 
God less in terms of threat and duty, and more in terms of the privileges of love and 
family.  To all those who receive Jesus, as John tells us in the beginning of his gos-
pel, to those who believe in his name, he gives the right to be children of God.  And if 
we are children of God then on us is laid the family norms and expectations.  The 
norm of living our lives wholly turned towards our heavenly Father.  The expectation 
that we will want to share the joy of the invitation to join the family with others. 
 
We are called to be God’s sentinels, trumpet-blowers for a world which does not 
even know that there is anything to watch out for, anyone whose footstep or voice 
they are failing to hear.  At this advent time of the year, the footstep is a little clearer, 
the voice may be a little stronger for those who do not know to keep watch.  As we 
have opportunities to speak God’s word, to bring God’s invitation to life, let us make 
sure that we take them.  
 
This week some of us will be involved in a programme designed to help 10 year-olds 
unpack the real meaning of the Christmas story and find its relevance to their young 
lives today.  Almost all the 10 year-olds (and some others) between Laggan and 
Aviemore will have the chance to take part in this.  Please pray for us in that.  Soon 
the church Christmas card will be going round Newtonmore and the church Christ-
mas message and invitation will be appearing in the Laggan Splash.  Pray for that 
invitation to be heard and heeded, and if you can follow it up with a verbal, personal 
invitation, well, you will be being a good trumpet-blower.   
 
This morning we gather round the table, we who have heard God’s voice and re-
sponded to the call, who have been brought into God’s family and been given the 
responsibility to be children of God in the world; we who are the trumpet blowers and 
sentinels for those around us.  As we meet around the table, may we know God’s 
presence in the elements of bread and wine, and knowing our own needs to be met, 
may we leave here with a renewed desire to spread the good news of God’s forgiv-
ing love to all we can reach.  Amen. 
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