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Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
 
I wonder what your excuse is when you are afraid that there is something God wants 
you to do?  When you know there is someone you could help, when there is a job in the 
church needing volunteers, when there is a situation which requires people to spend 
time in prayer, what is your excuse?  Or do you never make one, even to yourself, and 
always do everything you possibly can to serve God and others? 
 
Jeremiah’s excuse was his age.  That’s a good one.  He was too young, or so he 
averred.  But you can equally claim to be too old, or at that busy time of life with the 
children, or grandchildren.  Age can seem like a good excuse to us, as can our moral 
past history – “It’s no for the likes of me,” I hear over and over.  But if we make excuses 
of any kind to God, then think what it means we are saying to him! 
 
“Jeremiah,” says God, “I have known you since before you were born, and even way 
back then, I decided that you would be the one to speak my word to the nations.”  And 
Jeremiah says “Don’t be silly.  I’m too young.”  All right, in the text we don’t find the 
words “Don’t be silly” but the thought is there.  If God, God who knows us since before 
we were born, asks us to do something, and we make an excuse, are we not saying 
“Don’t be silly” and telling God that we know better than him? 
 
Now it may be that our uneasy Protestant work ethic sometimes bullies us into thinking 
that there are things which we ought to be doing which are not what God has for us at 
this time, and which we should resist on grounds of age or other kinds of service which 
already occupy us, but when we know that this is God speaking to us, when we have 
that irresistible urge, then we should not shy away from it.  We can, of course.  God 
speaks, and we hear him and we know that the word is for us, but we can still resist him 
and turn from his word - that is our privilege, that is called free will, but to do so, is to 
turn from God, to put ourselves above God.  You might think that to resist the irresistible 
word of God might be unforgiveable, but the story of Jeremiah’s call to service shows us 
otherwise. 
 
Jeremiah makes his supremely stupid response about his age, and God doesn’t go off 
in the huff, but simply reassures him.  There is one thing he has forgotten, he has failed 
to factor in that he is called to this by God, and so “I will be with you.”  And whatever we 
are called to by God that is true for us as well.  God will be with us as we follow our 
calling. 
 
But if we need God with us won’t it be difficult and hard, and maybe painful?  Well, it 
might be.  For some people following God’s call is all of these things, sometimes 



obviously, and sometimes as they live a life of quiet self-denial that no one recognises 
but the God they serve.  But all of us have different callings, in their specifics as we 
seek to live in the way that pleases God and fulfils the purposes of our creation. 
 
But if you are afraid of listening for God’s call, if you are one of those who would like to 
find a very good excuse for not having to do anything that demands any effort from you, 
then maybe we should ask the question, what is it that we are called to?   
 
And here our passage from Hebrews has some answers.  The writer of this letter, if it is 
a letter, it might equally be a long and complex sermon, expects us to be familiar with 
the stories in the Old Testament.  And so when he talks of a blazing fire, and darkness, 
and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made 
the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them, we are supposed to 
recognise the scene as being Mount Sinai, during the exodus of Israel from Egypt, when 
God spoke and gave the ten commandments.  And it is a scene of turmoil and fear. You 
can read about it in Exodus chapter 19.   
 
God does not always come in noise and with dramatic effects – remember that when 
Elijah looked for God he was not in the earthquake or the wind or the fire, but in a great 
silence.  But on this occasion, when God was making his covenant with his people he 
called in all the special effects.  Darkness in day time, thunder and lightning, and an 
earthquake – that most alarming of natural phenomena, which reminds us that even the 
solid earth under our feet is not always to be relied upon.  No wonder they were afraid. 
The holiness that was present at Sinai on that day meant that the mountain itself might 
not be touched, not even by a witless animal, never mind by the people of Israel.   
 
And our writer tells us that we are not called to that sort of fear and darkness and 
turmoil. Not that God is any different now than he was then.  He is still the God who 
needs to shake things up – not only the earth, as on that day, but also the heavens.  He 
is still the God who shakes things up to get rid of what is second rate from his presence.  
And so the writer implores us not to refuse God, not to close our ears to him when he 
speaks to us, because he is still that God who is holy and who shows it by shaking 
things up.  He is the God of purity and purification. 
 
But we are called to that holy God in a different way altogether.  We are called to: 
 
“Mount Zion and the city of the living God, to angels in festal gathering, to the assembly 
of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood which speaks a better word than the blood of Abel!”   
 
We are called to a great party in God’s holy presence.  With innumerable angels 
present, and rejoicing with the firstborn, those who have been born into God’s family by 
the work of Christ.  In the midst of it all is still God, the judge, that has not changed, God 
does not change, nor would we want him to.  God is the judge and only those whom he 
judges worthy are able to join this fantastic party of light and life, nothing and no one 
unworthy can come in and spoil it.   
 
So what about the likes of me or the likes of you, how can we claim that we are worthy, 
that this is what we are called to?  Surely that would be the worst kind of pride and 
hubris?  Ah, but we are not there of our own worth.  We are called to Jesus, the 
mediator of the new covenant – the new covenant which we remember with wonder 



every time we participate in communion.  That new covenant, new promise, new 
relationship, sealed by his sprinkled blood, which means that his worth can be given 
over to us. 
 
When my daughter Jennifer was a little girl, living in the Borders, she needed a new 
party dress.  I happened to mention to a member of the congregation that we were 
going to have to go Galashiels and look for one.  “Don’t do that,” she said.  “I have kept 
all my girls’ party dresses, and Jennifer can borrow one of theirs.”  And for three or four 
years Jennifer went to parities clad in very grand, though age appropriate, party dresses 
which had come either from Harrods or from Paris!  Lucky girl.  In just the same way, we 
are called, summoned to this party wearing the party clothes of Jesus, wearing his 
worth and righteousness, given to us in his love for us. 
 
That is what we are called to.  We will also be called to individual acts of service, often 
working with others, just as Jeremiah was called to his own work for God.  And we 
should never be afraid of God’s call to us, because whatever effort it may require of us, 
in listening to his voice, in not turning from him or making the silly excuses that we know 
better than him, it is worth it.  When we turn from God’s voice and his calling we are 
also turning from all this joyful light and life which is what Jesus wants to give to us.  
And he wants to give it, not just in the future, when we die to this world and go to God’s 
presence, but now as well.  The writer of Hebrews is quite clear that this is not 
something we are called to for the future, but somewhere we have already come.  
Already we live in the wonderful presence of God.  Of course we do, hasn’t God 
promised that he will be with us as we carry out his calling to us? 
 
At the end of all this wonder there is a so what, a therefore, given us by our writer.  And 
it is this, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
give thanks – by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe.” 
 
We should give thanks.  It seems so simple, and it is, but it is also a profound thing to 
do.  Giving thanks keeps everything in proper perspective.  First of all, it reminds us of 
our proper position vis á vis God.  We are those who receive, and God is the great giver 
on whom we depend.  We should thank him. Then if we give thanks we keep our 
blessings in perspective.  Sometimes we can feel guilty about the things we have, 
material things or the intangibles of love or security.  Give thanks for them and you 
remember that these are only yours through God’s goodness to you, not things to hold 
on to or pride yourself on, not things to look on as markers of status or worth.  And 
thirdly giving thanks to God reminds us of the love of God who gives to us so 
generously, again and again, giving even of his life-blood to save us. 
 
So we should give thanks and we should give thanks the more when we remember the 
holiness of God, which holds everything in its proper place. 
 
So what are you called to do?  Only you and God know the specifics, which change 
throughout a lifetime.  But always you are called to give thanks and to live thankfully in 
God’s holy presence. . Amen. 
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