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Acts 11:1-18 
John 13:31-35 
 
Last week we read of Peter being commissioned to feed Jesus’ “sheep”, and this week 
we see him getting on with it.  We have come in, in the middle of a story, but Luke, who 
wrote Acts, helpfully repeats the earlier part of the story for us.  In fact, Luke spends 
almost two of what we call whole chapters on this incident, which should alert us to the 
great importance he thought that it had in the life of the church, as it grew, and which 
should alert us to what it can teach us about how the church should be now as well. 
 
Last week we read about how Peter was to face even the things he didn’t want to do, 
the roads on which he did not want to travel because of his love for Jesus, and how this 
would then bring glory to God.  Today we have read what Jesus had to say about God’s 
glory.  It is important stuff for us to understand if we too are to live to the glory of God. 
 
And let us begin with what Jesus had to say about God’s glory.  The setting is the last 
supper.  Jesus has washed the disciples’ feet, they have reclined at table and eaten and 
Jesus has said that one of them will betray him.  And Judas has just gone out.  When 
he has gone out Jesus says “Now the Son of Man has been glorified and God has been 
glorified in him.”  John obviously wants us to make a connection between Judas’ gong 
off to set in motion the events that will lead to Jesus’ death, and Jesus words about 
God’s glory. 
 
What you have to remember when you read this, is all the times up until now when 
Jesus has said that his time has not yet come.  He says it to his mother at the wedding 
in Cana at the beginning of his ministry.  He withdrew from the crowd who had been fed 
with the bread and fish because they were about to make him king by force, and his 
time was not yet come. When his brothers (not his disciples but his brothers) tell him to 
leave the relative safety of Galilee and go to Judea so that more people could see and 
hear him, he refused (though he later went secretly) and told them “My time has not yet 
fully come.” (John 7:8) and when he did go and did preach and did cause controversy 
we are told that “They tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, because his 
hour had not yet come.” (John 7:30).  There is a crescendo of controversy and miracle – 
the healing of the blind man at the pool, the raising of Lazarus and we know that things 
are coming to a head.  And now, Judas has gone off to do his worst and Jesus says that 
now is the moment they have been waiting for. 
 
They have been waiting to see Jesus glorified, and many of them would have their own 
ideas about what that would be like.  It would be like the time when people came to try 
to make him king by force, it would mean that everyone would listen and love him, and 
follow his ways and the nation would be redeemed.  It would be glorious, a great party. 
 



And Jesus knew what was coming was betrayal and torture and death. 
 
This was to be the glory of God.  This was the moment on which not only the gospel of 
John, but the life of the world pivoted.  Jesus is to be glorified in his obedience to God in 
his love for God, not in the eyes of the world.  God is to be given the glory because of 
Jesus’ faithfulness. And everything changes from now on.  It changes for Jesus and it 
changes for those who have followed him.  Jesus would be with them only a short while 
now, and so now everything changes.  Now the work of doing God’s will shall also come 
to those who follow Jesus, now as they also live in love for each other and for God they 
will show God and his glory to the world just as Jesus did. Now the disciples, go from 
being learners to participants in the ministry of Christ.  That ministry is encapsulated in 
the command that they love one another. 
 
A few months or maybe a couple of years later, we find Peter living that life of love.  The 
Holy Spirit has been given on the day of Pentecost, which we will celebrate in three 
weeks’ time, and on that day people from all parts of the Roman Empire heard the 
message of Jesus’ death and resurrection and the new life God offers through him.  All 
sorts of nationalities heard – except that they all had one thing in common – they were 
all Jewish.  They were all in Jerusalem to take part in the Jewish festival of Pentecost.  
What is happening in today’s story, is that God is helping the Jewish Christians, which is 
more or less all the Christian church, to understand that the good news is for the whole 
world, including the non-Jewish majority. 
 
To do this there were deeply, deeply held cultural preconceptions and norms to be 
overcome.   
 
If you are asked for your nationality, what do you say?  Most of us don’t have to think, 
we know what our nationality is, and we answer, Scottish, English, Irish, French, 
Canadian – maybe even British.   Our nationality is fundamental to our understanding of 
ourselves, so that we don’t have to stop and think about it any more than we have to 
stop and work out if we are male or female.  As deeply entrenched in these Jewish 
Christians was the idea that God’s favour was for their race above all others.  They 
learned that they were special from the moment that they drew breath, and with that 
sense of being special came the unthinking assumption that therefore other races were 
not important to God. 
 
It was as a Jew that Jesus came and to the Jews that he spoke, and the early 
Christians just assumed that believing in Jesus as the promised Jewish Messiah was 
simply a fulfilment of their faith.  They were right about that.  They just also assumed 
that they should be taking the good news about Jesus mainly to Jews, or that when 
other people heard and believed, they were in fact becoming the kind of Jews who 
followed Jesus. 
 
Also entrenched in these Jewish Christians minds was the necessity of following the 
dietary rules with which they grew up.  Again, that you ate in that way and no other was 
part of who they were, unthinkingly embraced.  We might wonder why a Jew doesn’t 
long for a bacon sandwich from time to time, but if you have grown up thinking of bacon 
(to use just one simple example) as unclean, dirty, then you would not be attracted by 
the smell of it frying, but nauseated.  When Peter had the vision he tells the Jewish 
Christians about where he saw all the “unclean” animals and is told to kill and eat” he is 
absolutely horrified.  He is hungry, but he will never be as hungry as that! 
 



But he realises two things.  First of all, he is told that the vision is about accepting and 
taking the good news to people who are not Jews.  And he does this.  But he is also 
trying to carry out the rule of love which Jesus gave his disciples when they turned from 
learners to participants.  And if he accepts these people, and if he sees that the Spirit of 
God is given to them just as much as God’s Spirit has come to him and his friends, then 
in love can he turn from eating with them when they invite him? 
 
The other members of the Jerusalem church hear rumours of what Peter has been up to 
– after all Caesarea and Joppa where he was were not so far from Jerusalem.  And they 
want to know what he thinks he is doing.  So Peter tells them his story, and greatly to 
the credit of that Church they agree to put aside all the assumptions they had grown up 
with and they rejoice that God’s love and grace is being given not just to them and to 
their group or to their people, but to the whole world.   
 
This is a tremendously important episode in the life of the church.  No wonder Luke 
gives it such coverage.  This decision, that the gospel was greater than past loyalty, 
greater than past religion, greater than past – or even present – authority was to shape 
the church for ever.  Loving one another, whatever the background, was to be the most 
important thing, with all that love and acceptance would bring in its wake.   
 
Not that the church has always kept to this high ideal, this defining decision.  Not that 
the church has always praised God and celebrated when challenged to take on new 
people, new ideas, new ways of being.  But the challenge, which is a command, is still 
there.  We are still commanded to love one another. Maybe that was easier when the 
church was a new movement, a more dynamic movement, before norms had been too 
firmly established – but maybe it wasn’t easier then, but Christians were just more 
determined to be faithful then. 
 
Living in love for one another means getting alongside those who are different, without 
expecting them to become like us.  It means loving when we do not feel like it, when we 
are hurt or angry or insecure or fearful, or feel slighted.  It means overcoming our deeply 
held prejudices, which we may not know we have or may think are justified (even God-
given).  By this the world will see the glory of God shining through Jesus’ people.  By 
this and this alone.  Not by our grandstanding on issues, but by our loving through them; 
not by our pomp and pageantry (I have General Assembly to look forward to in the next 
month), but by our loving the lowly and needy; not by our words but by our ways.  And 
when, as we saw last week, our lives take us down paths we would rather not tread, 
God’s glory is shown by the way we continue to live in love for others, not in self-centred 
complaint. 
 
I would like to think that when we are confronted by those who are not used to church or 
not used to doing church our way we would be able to reach out to them in love.  Love 
takes a real interest in people, listens and learns from them.  Love for others should 
challenge us to think about our own faith, what is important, what is central and what is 
just habit.  Love for others is not an easy command to follow, but here is a thing to think 
about.  What if we didn’t think of people as “others” but as “God’s”. Love for God’s 
children, who he loves, that is the command to us, and by our living out of this 
command, the world will know who it is we follow, and the glory of God will shine 
through us.  Amen. 
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