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Luke 9:28-36 
 
I wonder what you think of when you think of God?  Do you have a pictorial imagination 
and does an image appear?  Or do you think in terms of feelings, so that the world 
“God” brings feelings – of what – warmth, fear, love, guilt?  There was once an ad for a 
Christian exhibition which claimed that, as one of the attractions, there would be “a 
statue of God - life-sized.”  It is anyone’s guess what “lifesized” means, but what is 
certainly true is that everyone has a different picture in their mind when they think of 
God.  The people of the Bible experienced God in many ways and roles - father or 
healer or guide or general or judge, to name only a few. It depended on their need at 
the time. 
 
Today’s readings are about the glory of God, the glory of God as experienced by 
ordinary people, by Moses, and those he led and by Peter, James and John.  Today, 
the last Sunday before the beginning of Lent is known as transfiguration Sunday, and it 
is a day when we think of the glory of God in Jesus, before we go through the weeks of 
abstinence and temptation in the wilderness with him.   
 
We didn’t read the story about Moses and his veil, but Paul’s commentary on it.  What 
Paul is referring to is that when for the second time Moses came down the mountain 
with the tablets of stone containing the ten commandments – the second time, because 
the first time he smashed the tablets on the golden calf – his face shone like the sun 
because he had been meeting with God.  It shone so clearly that the people were afraid, 
and he took to wearing a veil which he removed when he went into the Tabernacle to 
meet with God again.  Moses had been with God and it made a change to him even on 
the outside. 
 
Jesus met with God often, but in the story we read today, he took his inner circle of 
Peter, James and John with him for one of his prayer retreats.  He was praying when 
his appearance was changed and the two pillars of the Jewish faith, Moses and Elijah, 
law and prophets, came and stood beside him.  Maybe this happened every time Jesus 
spent time in prayer, we don’t know.  Usually he went off alone for these important 
times.  This time there were witnesses, so this is the time we know about.  Jesus met 
with God and it transformed him, even on the outside.  He was given a share of the 
glory of God, the share that was his as God’s Son. 
 
Moses also was given a share of God’s glory, from spending time in his presence.  And 
it worried people, so he hid his face.  Mind you, Paul gives us a different explanation of 
why Moses hid his face from people.  In the story in Exodus we are told it was because 
people were worried by Moses’ shining appearance.  Paul, however, with his knowledge 



of human nature, says that it was Moses’ choice to wear the veil, so that people 
wouldn’t see when the glory of God faded from his face.  And Paul likens that fading as 
the glory of God fading from the faith of the old covenant, the covenant made with 
Abraham and Moses and rising to greater radiance in the people of the new covenant, 
the covenant made through Jesus with us all.  Just as Moses removed his veil when he 
turned to meet with God, so Paul says that when we meet with God a veil is removed - 
the veil of misunderstanding, the veil of remoteness. 
 
When you think about God, what do you think?  What you think will have a good deal to 
do with how and when and how often you turn to him.  Jesus knew God as his Father, 
and he turned to him willingly and gladly, even giving up days or nights to do so, even 
giving up forty days of food to do so; because it was a delight and joy for him to be in his 
Father’s presence, it was meat and drink, it was strength and it was essential.  Moses 
knew God as the law-giver and the one who called and directed him.  He needed to 
meet with God, and he knew it.  Paul, as his writings testify so often knew God as “The 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” as his own Father, and as the Spirit of God living within 
him.  He knew God, as we read today, as the giver of freedom, as the one who is 
merciful, not giving us our just deserts.   
 
The way you think about God will be shown, to you if not to others, in the way you 
approach him in prayer – with thanksgiving, or with petition, pleading for forgiveness or 
glorying in his loving presence – of course one prayer can do all of these things and 
more. 
 
The book which some of us are going to be reading this Lent, “The Shack” by Paul 
Young, is one which will, I hope, enlarge, affirm, challenge, and shake up the way that 
we think about God.  Even if when we read it we disagree with what the author is saying 
it will do these things.  When we disagree with something we have to work out for 
ourselves why, and that in turn helps us to understand our own thoughts and deepest 
convictions better.  Even if you can’t join the discussion groups, I can recommend that 
you join in the reading of the book, as a way of helping your Lent to be focussed around 
God – mind you, I expect that many of you would find the story so gripping that you will 
not take six whole weeks to finish it! 
 
It is important that we spend time with God.  Sometimes we can read stories like that of 
Jesus’ transfiguration and simply envy Peter, James and John.  They had such a 
wonderful chance to see what we would like to see and discover what we would like to 
know first-hand.  But they also put in the time, they spent their whole lives with Jesus.  If 
we long for spiritual experiences, for glimpses of God’s glory for ourselves, then we 
need to put ourselves in the place to receive it.  Not just once, but habitually.  It is as 
God’s presence changes us that we may be able to see his glory. 
 
But maybe we will never have an experience in any way comparable to that of the three 
disciples.  Maybe looking for a spiritual gift like that is to look for what most of us do not 
need.  For the people of Israel, the glory of God was seen in the face of Moses.  (And 
they asked him to cover it up.)  Paul’s conclusion as he reflects on that story is that we 
are being transformed by God’s Spirit from one degree of glory to another, and 
therefore we engage in ministry to others.  Therefore, we live lives that are beyond 
shame and reproach, and live letting our lives and words openly state God’s truth, as 
we find it in Jesus.  And as God works to transform us he does it not from the outside in, 
but from the inside out.  We may never notice it, but other people will. 



When I was at Aberdeen University, way back in the early ‘80s, I was a part of a group 
in my halls of residence, which met every evening for prayer.  We made no fuss about 
it, didn’t advertise what we were doing, but of course one or two then three or four 
people got to know about it.  One was a young man named Kevin; hippy, user of soft 
drugs, intelligent student of philosophy.  He began to come to these gatherings for 
prayer, and just sitting.  Then he began to join in.  Gradually we were aware that he had 
stopped smoking his weed, and instead ate sunflower seeds, which he carried with him 
in a matchbox at all times!  At the end of a year or so, he told us openly that he had 
committed his life to Jesus Christ.  And he thanked us, which was a bit embarrassing.  
“You people,” he said.  “You don’t know it, but the glory of God shines from you!”  The 
last I heard, which was a while ago, he had joined the monks at Pluscarden to live a life 
of prayer and service. 
 
The glory of God shines from you!  We cannot know it for ourselves, and we don’t need 
to because the glory is God’s not ours.  When God lets us glimpse his glory it is for our 
encouragement.  When Peter, James and John went down the mountain it was to be 
immediately taken right back into the troubles of “real life” as they and Jesus were met 
by a distraught father and an epileptic boy.  And from there their lives were set firmly 
towards Jerusalem and ultimately to Calvary.  They needed the encouragement, to help 
them remember that God their Father was with them in it all.  We need encouragement 
so that, as Paul says we do not lose heart in the ministry in which we are all engaged. 
 
In that ministry, as we look to God and spend time with God, to gain strength and to 
show love, to bring intercession and thanksgiving, in that ministry God shines his glory 
for the world to see.   
 
Sometimes when in the middle of the hubbub that is Messy Church I pause and look 
around, I can see the glory of God.  It shines in the faces of children and adults who are 
at home and are loved and accepted.  It shines from the helpers for whom nothing is too 
much or too difficult, and who greet all who come with a genuine love and joy.  
Sometimes when I come into Rhyme Time, I see that God’s glory is there before me.  
Sometimes when I visit in hospital and find that other church members are already there 
I can see the glory of God hovering around the bed.  And those who are busy loving and 
serving are unaware of it, because they are concerned with giving what care they can.  
And that is how it should be. 
 
You are God’s children, just as Jesus was.  My prayer for you all is that you will feel the 
same joy in God’s presence calling you to prayer so that you can continue in service, so 
that with unveiled faces you may, all unbeknownst to you, with total un-self-
consciousness, reflect the glory of God to a needy world.  Amen. 
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