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We began our Gospel reading today in the middle of a longer story, the story of Je-
sus talking to a woman by a well in Samaria.  He was resting there in the heat of the 
day while his disciples went to look for food in the town, and fell into conversation 
with this lone woman who came at that unpopular hour to draw water.  By coming to 
the well at the quiet time, the woman showed that she wasn’t looking for company, 
but she talked to this stranger and must have found his conversation rather strange 
as he talked of living water that he could give her.  He then moved on to more per-
sonal matters, and, maybe to turn him away from that line of talk, the woman brought 
up religion, the one topic that was usually guaranteed to get a Jew distracted, since 
they disagreed with their Samaritan kindred about it most profoundly. Perhaps she 
was trying to end the conversation without having to highlight what she expected to 
be their differences by saying, “I know that Messiah is coming.  When he comes, he 
will explain all things to us.” (John 4:25) Jesus must have taken the wind right out of 
her sails when she heard his reply: “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 
For that woman, it was surprising.  It was early in Jesus’ ministry, and word of him 
had not yet spread far, certainly not into the half foreign territory of Samaria.  She 
didn’t know what he had been up to before this.  She didn’t know, as people reading 
John’s gospel from the beginning would know, about the water turned into wine – 
few people probably did: just those who had been at the wedding.  She didn’t know 
what he had done in the Jerusalem temple, the temple which she confidently thought 
that he would approve of, being a Jew.  It never occurred to her that when the Mes-
siah who was to proclaim and explain all things arrived, he wold look so ordinary.  It 
had never occurred to her that the coming Messiah who would explain all things 
would therefore have to know all things, all things, not just about religious practice 
and meaning, but all things, even to knowing her sexual history.  She was taken 
aback. 
 
But wherever Jesus went, people were taken aback by him, by what he said and 
what he did.  The steward at that wedding Cana had been taken aback because af-
ter Jesus got involved the quality of the wedding wine improved.  The people of Je-
rusalem must have been very taken aback when a young man came out of nowhere 
and turned over tables in the temple courts.  Have you ever thought about what the 
city must have been like that day, with frightened animals released from their pens, 
running here and there through the twisting lanes, overturning market stalls, causing 
panic, and pursued by their owners, lashing out with rope and net in crowded, nar-
row lanes, and no doubt, causing more turmoil and confusion? 
 
Nicodemus had been taken aback by Jesus, in his long night-time conversation, 
when Jesus insisted that no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he (or she) is 



born again.   People knew that the Messiah was to make all things clear, show them 
God’s way in truth, but it hadn’t occurred to them, indeed they could not know, just 
what things he would say and do which would be different from their own expecta-
tions and assumptions.  They couldn’t, and neither can we. 
 
In the weeks leading up to Easter we will be looking at some of the things that John 
records Jesus as saying about himself, what are known as the “I am” sayings.  There 
are several of them in John’s gospel: I am the bread of life; I am the light of the 
world; I am the gate; I am the Good Shepherd; I am the resurrection and the life; I 
am the way, the truth and the life; I am the vine.  These are ways in which Jesus de-
scribed himself and his role.  You might say, and I hope we will see, that they are 
ways in which he tried to help people understand the things that he did.  And the first 
one, which we read today is when, in the context of talking about the Messiah, he 
says “I am he.” 
 
He says “I am he,” the Messiah, the one, who, as the woman has said, will explain all 
things.  He does not reject that description of the work of God’s Messiah.  He has 
come to proclaim, to explain, all things.  It is a most beguiling promise.  Which of us, 
after all, does not have things which we would like explained?  
 
Some of us have things which we want to know just out of sheer intellectual curiosity, 
which is what drives a lot of scientific research.  Some of us have hurts and wounds 
in our lives from our past, which we feel might not be so painful if we just understood, 
if we knew why so-and-so had done this, if we could see what we might have done 
differently, if we could find a meaning for what seems senseless.  Some of us have 
got worries and questions about the future, our own future and the future of the world 
– which are, after all, tied up together.  There are things we would like explained.  All 
things – it is a tall order for any Messiah. 
 
Jesus has shown the woman that he is interested in her whole life.  He knows that 
she is someone with a bit of a dodgy past, the sort of person who avoids the crowd 
by coming for water in the heat of the day, when most other people will be resting.  
But then, he is interested in people, in ordinary small lives just as much as in people 
who control the fate of nations.  He was at a normal wedding when he transformed 
the whole party by turning the water into wine.  He didn’t do it to draw attention to 
himself – in fact he was a bit put out when his mother put him on the spot – but he 
did it because he cared about these people, who were, presumably, friends of his 
family.   
 
His next act recorded by John was to overturn the accepted way of worship in the 
temple.  This is no small domestic situation, this is a matter of national importance, 
and Jesus doesn’t build up to involving himself in it, he doesn’t do what your diplo-
mat might do, gradually upping the ante with well-placed questions and statements, 
until he is in a position to say “And now, what about all this trafficking in the temple?”  
No, he just goes for it.  He is the Messiah, who is to make sense of all things and all 
things are equally important and equally open to him to do something about. 
 
As we read on through John’s gospel we will find Jesus involving himself in the heal-
ing of individuals – a paralysed man, a man born blind; we will find him engaged in 
dispute with the religious leaders; we will find him feeding the multitude and raising 
the dead; we will see him in conversation with small groups and preaching his mes-
sage to large crowds.  All things and all people and all of life, he is involved with it all. 



And yet, how can he be?  How can one man, who lived a relatively short life, a long, 
long time ago, be the one who can still explain all things?  “All things” is so much 
more than that woman at the well had in mind when she said it.  It is so much more 
than the difference between Jews and Samaritans – a difference which no longer 
matters, in any case.  It is so much more than the details of any one life, remarkable 
as his knowledge of each one of us is.  “All things” is vast.  There is a whole internet 
of knowledge out there now and we still don’t think we know all things.  In fact, the 
more we know and the more we discover the more we realise that we do not know, 
and the more we understand that we have yet to uncover. 
 
Ah yes, but when we think like that, we are thinking like that Samaritan woman.  No 
blame to us or to her perhaps, as we are but human.  She was talking in human 
terms about the worship of God, and Jesus pulled her up.  “God is Spirit,” he said, 
“And those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”  These interesting 
discussion points about where to worship, this mountain or Jerusalem, they are not 
what it is all about, these are human questions, but God is not human.  His thoughts 
are not our thoughts, neither are his ways our ways.  He said so. 
 
Similarly, this understanding of Jesus as explaining all things in human terms, is not 
where he was coming from and not what he meant.  He did not come to tell you why 
your back ached so badly a week past Monday at 4 p.m., nor when it might hurt 
again.  He came to explain all things by giving us a different way of looking at them, 
at all things.  He came to bring us into the presence of God, as we saw last week, 
and have our way of understanding God and ourselves, and the world that he made 
changed.   
 
God is spirit and we must worship in spirit – we must worship in the way that God is. 
What Jesus is saying here is that he came to explain all things by transforming not 
only who we are but how we are. When we are living in harmony with God, who is 
spirit, when we are transformed into his children and learn to look at things as he 
sees them, then all things will look different to us.  Nothing will look the same, not 
ourselves and our lives, our past or our future; not the world around us, and the 
events which we anticipate with fear or excitement; not the way we think about God 
and the way we worship him.   
 
What Jesus was saying to the woman at the well ties in with what he also said to 
Nicodemus, not long before: that if we want to have our questions answered, we 
have to be born again, born from above, re-made as we were intended to be, as 
those who know themselves God’s children.  When Nicodemus questioned this re-
markable idea, he was told “What is born of the flesh is flesh and what is born of the 
Spirit is Spirit.” (John 3:6)  As we allow God to re-birth us, to re-make us, to change 
how we are in the world and how we look at things, then we will find that his Spirit 
living in us helps us to understand all things in a different way, a way that puts God 
at the centre, a way in which everything falls into its proper place and perspective.   
 
There will still be an internet of knowledge out there for us to discover if our question-
ing minds lead us in that direction, but whether we actively seek more and more 
knowledge, or whether we learn just what life teaches us from day to day, everything 
will look different if we live with God’s Spirit within us teaching us to look and under-
stand in his way. 
 
I am he, said Jesus.  I am the Messiah, the one who will explain all things.  And he 
still is and he still does, not by endless lessons and long, long speeches, but by 



transforming us from within.  And so, I am going to end this long, long speech with a 
prayer: 
 
Lord Jesus, as you are the Messiah who makes all things clear to us, so may we be 
those in whom God’s Spirit is born and lives, and changes how we look at things, un-
til we see with your eyes, understand with your compassion, and love with your love.  
Amen. 

--- ooo --- 
 


