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Revelation 2:1-7 
 
When did you start to follow Jesus?  Was there a day when you made a decision 
that this was the way you wanted to live your life and this was a leader you wanted to 
follow?  Did you come to it gradually, from childhood onwards?  Was it something 
you have never thought about, because you have just taken it for granted that this is 
the way to live?  You are here in church, so either you have decided to live following 
Jesus, or else you are wondering about it – and some people have a very long 
wonder, and think and explore and question for years.  If I were to ask each of you to 
tell your story, and you were able to share it, then there would be a different story for 
each one of us. 
 
Through the years, and especially since the Reformation, the Church (which means 
the people in the Church) has often talked about making a decision to follow Jesus.  
In the twentieth century whole evangelistic campaigns were based around the idea 
that everyone has a moment of decision, to follow Jesus or not.  And for most of 
Jesus’ disciples the original ones and the modern ones and those in between, there 
is a time when you find yourself making a choice, although that choice is not always 
couched in the same terms.  It can be a choice to follow Jesus, but it can also be a 
choice to continue in the faith in which you have been brought up, or a choice to 
explore that faith in new ways.  It is not a choice that we make just once and that’s it 
done, but a choice that we make over and over again as we come up against the 
hard places of life and have to decide if we are going to trust God or not, to follow 
Jesus or not in each circumstance. But when we make these choices, it is not just an 
intellectual exercise.  There is more going on than a cool reasoned judgement. 
 
We talk of following Jesus as though it were a choice, but really it is far more visceral 
than that.  Look at the story of the call of Simon which we read today.  Simon was 
attracted and repelled, at one point he was irritated and wanted nothing to do with 
Jesus, but that was because Jesus had got under his skin.  And so in the end Jesus 
could say, not “Do you want to follow me?” but “From now on you will be catching 
people.”  Catching people was what Jesus did, and what Jesus does.  It’s a weird 
phrase, “catching people”.  It can put me in mind of the child-catcher n the film 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”, and of course Jesus doesn’t catch us in that nasty way at 
all.  He doesn’t catch people to imprison them, but to set them free.  And that idea of 
catching people, can carry the idea of catching people out, which is ot what Jesus is 
about.  Here is nothing underhand or devious about Jesus, and his catching is more 
like a parent catching a child just before he or she falls or hits the ground.  And 
Jesus doesn’t catch them by pure intellectual reason, but by getting under our skin. 
 
Simon was already known to Jesus.  This was not the first time they had met.  Jesus 
had been to his home after going to the synagogue at Capernaum and had healed 
his wife’s mother.  That he had been to his home means that Simon was already 
getting to know him, was already beginning to pin the Jesus’ colours to his mast. 
After all, in that synagogue in Capernaum Jesus had been no less controversial than 



he had been in Nazareth.  In Nazareth Jesus had been controversial in his words – 
implying that the status of being God’s chosen could apply to more than just the 
Jews.  In Capernaum he had challenged the Jewish way of observing the Sabbath – 
one of the things that made the nation so distinctive – by healing a man who was a 
shouter-outer, a disrupter of worship and of life.  And by doing it on the Sabbath.  But 
right after that, when people were muttering to each other about “Who does he think 
he is that he can flout the law like that?” Jesus goes to Simon’s house as a guest.  
Simon was already on his side.  He was already open to who Jesus was and what 
he wanted to show and to do. 
 
You remember last week we said that when Jesus set out to show people what he 
was about, he acted as a catalyst and was both an irritant and an inspiration?  Here 
we see him being both with Simon.  Simon has seen and heard him in the 
synagogue.  He has heard him teach – and we are not told what he was saying on 
that occasion, but maybe it was something similar to what he had begun with in 
Nazareth, that he had come to bring good news to the poor and release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind and the time of God’s favour.  Simon had 
heard him, and he had seen his actions match his words.  This was a new thing, a 
new way of approaching God and so of approaching life.  He was inspired. 
 
But then Jesus got into his boat, taught the people, then arranged for the weary 
fishermen to gain, not just a good day or night’s worth of fish, but an abundance of 
fish.  Jesus arranged that they should have so many fish that they would actually 
become a problem.  How were you to sell so many before they went off?  How were 
you even to get them to shore, when your boat wasn’t big enough, and there were so 
many that your friends’ boat was swamped as well?  This was not just a lucky good 
catch, this was something else.  And Simon is afraid.  There is something at work 
here of which he has no experience and he is not sure after all that he wants 
anything to do with it.  Maybe God is real!  Maybe God is real and is involved with 
every part of life and is right here!  Scary stuff.  And so he asks Jesus to go away.  
He is not ready for this.  He is not worthy of this.  He is scared of this.  The 
inspiration Jesus has been to him, the attraction he feels for this man who speaks 
and acts so differently, is at war with his settled way of life and what he knows and 
what he has always known.  And he senses that to continue with Jesus will change 
his life, and he doesn’t know how or if he wants that.  “Go away from me Lord.” 
 
And Jesus completely ignores his request.  He knows where it comes from.  He 
knows that Simon has just had a glimpse, the merest glimpse of a revelation of who 
he is.  He has been called, with no choice being offered to him, and so Jesus can 
say “Don’t be afraid, from now on you will be catching people.” 
 
In the end there was no real choice for Simon.  I mean, there was.  He could have 
stuck to his guns and said, “No, really, go away.  I am grateful for the mother in law 
and for the fish, but I am not interested in anything else you want.”  But there was not 
real choice, because already Simon’s heart was touched.  And if I had asked all of 
you to share your stories, I wonder how many of you might have said that there was 
no real choice, because once you had glimpsed who Jesus is, you knew that you 
were bound to follow him – falteringly, maybe – but to follow him nonetheless.  There 
might have been a struggle, as there was with Peter, but there was no real choice, 
because how can you glimpse who Jesus is, and then turn away?  How can you turn 
away when your heart is touched?  And I wonder for how many of you, when you 
turned that corner and decided – to follow, or to keep following, or however it came 
to you – how many of you would say that there was peace in the decision.  The 



warring in your heart ceased because you knew what you were called to and had 
begun to discover who Jesus is and who you are yourself.  
 
The beginning of discipleship is often like this.  It is when Jesus gets under your skin 
and you find that you cannot put him, or the thought of him aside. But that is just the 
beginning.  This incident, dramatic and pivotal as it was for Simon, was just a 
beginning of his discipleship.  He had a long way to go and a lot to learn.  He had 
mistakes to make – lots of them – and amazing things to be a part of.  But that was 
all in the future. 
 
Thinking about Peter’s beginning and thinking about your own may be a happy thing 
for you, or it may not be.  It may be that the word of reproof which the risen Jesus 
sent to the church at Ephesus rings uncomfortably in your ears, when you hear him 
say “I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love which you had at 
first.  Remember then from what you have fallen.”  Some of us who have been 
Christians for a long time – for a life-time - can look back on the youthful enthusiasm 
of our earlier days and find it hard to recognise ourselves.  The stresses of life, the 
busyness, the day to day sameness can all take their toll on the way that we live our 
faith and the way that we feel about it.  Maybe, as we think about the discipline of 
being a disciple, the challenge to you is to remember from what you have fallen and 
to ask God to help you get back there and go on from there. 
 
Some of us may think about the call of Simon and wonder if we have ever heard that 
call for ourselves.  Have we ever thought about what Jesus is saying to us, have we 
allowed him to get close enough to get under our skin?  Thing is when Jesus gets 
under your skin, then following him can never be about just parts of our lives.  It can 
never be about just one hour on one day, or certain activities but not others.  Our 
skin goes with us all the time, and so does Jesus. 
 
And some of us may look back to that time when we knew that we were now 
following Jesus with awe and delight.  Awe, because how did he manage to get 
there, under our skin, deep in our hearts?  How did he manage to make his call so 
irresistible? Awe because we have come to know him so much better since then, 
and the more we know him, the more awe we feel.  And delight for the very same 
reason – because the more we know him the more awe we feel and the more love 
we have. 
 
Jesus calls us to be his followers together, but each individual is also important to 
God.  Simon was not the only disciple, but the calling of each was distinctive, before 
they could come together as a group and learn from their leader.  We too are all 
called, and what Jesus said to Simon he also says to us “From now on you will be 
catching people.”  Catching people is what Jesus does, and he does it by inspiring 
them and sometimes by irritating them.  A church that follows in his footsteps will do 
the same. Amen. 
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